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World

Milosevic war-crimes trial: A
former Russian prime minister testi-
fied as a defense witness at Slobodan
Milosevic’s war crimes trial Tuesday,

saying the former Yugoslav president
tried to avoid the conflict in Kosovo.

Yevgeny Primakov was in office during
the 1998-1999 war in the southern Serbian
province when Milosevic sent troops to
crack down on separatist ethnic Albanians.

Before the bombing, “I observed that
both you personally and Belgrade were try-
ing to rein in the forces that could be drawn
into that circle of violence,” Primakov told
Milosevic from the stand at the U.N. tribu-
nal in The Hague, Netherlands.

Democracy in Hong Kong: The top U.S.
diplomat in Hong Kong said Tuesday the
government should respect people’s wishes
on the issue of holding a referendum on di-
rect elections in this partially democratic
Chinese territory.

Pro-democracy figures tried to push a leg-
islative motion backing the referendum on
Monday, but it was defeated by pro-govern-
ment lawmakers who hold a majority in the
legislature.

Beijing had earlier warned lawmakers
against supporting the referendum, which it
sees as a challenge to China’s constitutional
system.

Ukraine election turmoil: Supporters of
Ukraine’s opposition leader Viktor Yush-
chenko broke off talks Tuesday with Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who was de-
clared the winner of the presidential elec-
tion.

Yushchenko’s campaign chief, Oleksandr
Zinchenko, accused authorities of trying to
drag out the talks, which were launched last
week thanks to the European Union’s media-
tion.

Zinchenko spoke after pro-government
lawmakers blocked the opposition’s attempt
to vote no-confidence in Yanukovych’s Cabi-
net.

Jailed terrorist: The terrorist known as
Carlos the Jackal is again refusing food to
protest conditions in a Paris prison, where
he is serving a life sentence, one of his law-
yers said Tuesday.

The Venezuelan, whose real name is Ilich
Ramirez Sanchez, stopped eating last
Wednesday and said he will continue the
strike “as long as necessary,” attorney Isa-
belle Coutant Peyre said by telephone.

She said he is protesting being kept in iso-
lation, “provocative and unjustifiable” body
and cell searches, and authorities’ refusal to
let him access his prison bank account.

Pakistan’s presidency: Pakistan’s mili-
tary president, under fire for reneging on
promises to restore full democracy, will
keep his dual role as army chief and head of
state under legislation enacted Tuesday by
close supporters while the general was on a
trip to Latin America and Washington.

There was no doubt that the legislation
would be signed, but the timing appeared to
indicate that President Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf did not want to put his name on the con-
troversial bill, which has drawn heavy criti-
cism from the opposition.

Instead, it was signed into law by Moham-
med Mian Soomro, who as chairman of the
Senate is acting president while Musharraf
is away.

Afghan opium crop: Afghan President
Hamid Karzai has lodged a protest with Brit-
ish and U.S. officials after a mystery aircraft
sprayed herbicide on opium crops without
authorization, his spokesman said Tuesday.

Villagers in eastern Nangarhar province
complained two weeks ago that a plane had
dusted their fields and villages with a chemi-
cal that killed their crops and made them
sick.

The government ordered an investiga-
tion, which confirmed that a substance had
been sprayed in two districts, probably
from the air, spokesman Jawed Ludin said.

States

Slain hunters: A Hmong immigrant ac-
cused of fatally shooting six deer hunters in
the woods of northern Wisconsin appeared
in a makeshift courtroom Tuesday, a day
after charges were filed against him.

Chai Vang, 36, of St. Paul, Minn., was
charged with six counts of murder, each car-
rying a life prison term, and two counts of at-
tempted murder. Wisconsin does not have a
death penalty.

Fla.wrestling death: Lionel Tate, the Flor-
ida youth once sentenced to life in prison for
the death of a playmate, can return to his
mother’s home while he serves probation, a
judge ruled Monday.

Tate, 17, the youngest person in modern
U.S. history to be sentenced to life in prison,
was freed earlier this year, but then was ac-
cused of violating probation in September.

He was moved to another home, but that
family requested that he be removed be-
cause the frequent visits by probation offic-
ers were too stressful, authorities said.

Girl sold into marriage: A refugee from
Kosovo pleaded guilty to attempted rape in

the case of a 15-year-old girl who said her
mother sold her to be his bride for $3,000.

Bekim Lapjani, 22, of Rochester, N.Y.,
was initially charged with first-degree rape.
His attorney, David Foster, said Lapjani
pleaded guilty Monday to the reduced
charge because he believed the sex was con-
sensual.

The felony conviction will likely send him
to prison for four years, followed by deporta-
tion.

New Jersey governor’s race: Republican
Bret Schundler, who lost the 2001 New Jer-
sey governor’s race to the recently resigned
Democrat James E. McGreevey, announced
Monday he will seek the job again in 2005.

Schundler told cheering supporters that
he would cut taxes by keeping state spend-
ing below the rate of economic growth. He
cut taxes while mayor of Jersey City from
1992 to 2001.

He is the second prominent Republican to
announce he will seek the party’s gubernato-
rial nomination in as many weeks. Business-
man Douglas R. Forrester, who lost a bid for
U.S. Senate in 2002, announced last week
that he will run for governor.

New York Times libel suit: A federal
judge has dismissed a libel suit brought
against The New York Times by bioterror-
ism expert Steven Hatfill, who claimed the
newspaper falsely insinuated he was respon-
sible for the deadly anthrax attacks in 2001.

U.S. District Judge Claude Hilton also dis-
missed Hatfill’s lawsuit against Times col-
umnist Nicholas Kristof, who wrote several
columns in 2002 on the FBI’s handling of
the anthrax investigation.

Hilton ruled that Kristof’s columns did
not defame Hatfill, and that they accurately
reflected the state of the FBI’s investigation,
in which Hatfill was labeled “a person of in-
terest” by Attorney General John Ashcroft.

Stories and photos from wire services

Scene on Sunday

Guys going for
good grooming

Scene on Sunday

Cleric’s terrorism trial: Militant Muslim cleric Abu Bakar Bashir, center, is escorted by

security officers and his defense lawyer during a break Tuesday in his trial in Jakarta, Indone-

sia. Prosecutors suffered a setback Tuesday when a key witness failed to link the radical

cleric to any crimes. Bashir, 66, is accused of heading the al-Qaida-linked terror group Je-

maah Islamiyah, and of inciting his followers to take part in the 2002 Bali bombings and the

JW Marriott Hotel attack in Jakarta last year. He faces the death penalty if convicted.

Ben Jelen
a modern balladeer
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BY T.A. BADGER

The Associated Press

BRUCEVILLE-EDDY, Texas
— Army officials on Tuesday iden-
tified two high-ranking officers
from Fort Hood as being among
the victims of Monday’s helicop-
ter crash that killed seven sol-
diers.

Brig. Gen. Charles B. Allen, 49,
and Col. James M. Moore, 47,
were aboard the UH-60 Black
Hawk that struck support cables
for a TV transmission tower in
foggy morning weather about 30
miles northeast of Fort Hood.

Also identified were Capt. Todd
T. Christmas, 26; Chief Warrant
Officer 5 Douglas V. Clapp, 48;
Chief Warrant Officer 2 David H.
Gardner Jr., 32; Chief Warrant Of-
ficer 2 Mark W. Evans Jr, 27; and
Spc. Richard L. Brown, 29. All
were assigned to the 4th Infantry
Division at Fort Hood.

Allen was the division’s assistant
division commander for support,
while Moore was commander of
the Division Support Command.

Gardner and Evans were the pi-
lots of the Army UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopter, which went
down about 7 a.m. Monday.

Everyone aboard the aircraft
died in the crash. The helicopter
was flying through thick fog that
obscured all but the lowest few
hundred feet of the 1,800-foot-high
tower, witnesses said.

In addition, the red warning
lights that normally mark the
tower for aviators had been
knocked out in a storm last week.

Jerry Pursley, the general man-
ager of KXXV, said the station no-

tified the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration. Maj. Randy Cephus, a
spokesman for the 4th Infantry,
said safety investigators were try-
ing to determine whether the pi-
lots consulted the FAA database
before taking off.

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Pentagon, together
with several federal health agencies, is conduct-
ing a study to see if a half-dose of flu vaccine is
as effective in healthy people as a full dose.

Researchers are hoping that the results dupli-
cate a 2001 study performed at the New York’s
University of Rochester, which showed that the
half-dose does work in such populations.

If so, the study “could potentially it could dou-
ble the vaccine supply,” according to Maj.
Molly Klote, a physician and research fellow at
Allergy-Immunology Department at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.

The study, begun in early November, was
prompted by this year’s vaccine shortage, ac-
cording to Col. John Grabenstein, deputy direc-
tor of the Military Vaccine Program in Arling-
ton.

Members of the government’s National Vac-
cine Advisory Committee, which includes
many military health organizations, recalled
that the University of Rochester’s study of
half-doses of flu vaccine administered to more
than 1,000 healthy people had offered “promis-
ing” results, Grabenstein said.

Although the vaccine changes composition
each year, the components are not drastically
different, Klote said Monday at the Pentagon.

So if half-doses of two different versions of
the vaccine proved to provoke the same im-
mune response in healthy people, “logically,
you can infer” that every year’s vaccine would
be effective in the smaller dose, she said.

The new study includes about 1,375 volun-
teers, including 1,249 Pentagon employees,

with the rest coming from Walter Reed, Klote
said.

None of the volunteers fall into the high-risk
categories, which include people age 65 and
older, children under age 2, and people whose
immune systems are vulnerable. The U.S. gov-
ernment recommends that all high-risk people
receive full doses of flu vaccine each year.

The study began with a single flu shot. Some
volunteers got full doses and some half-doses,
and researchers will not know who got which
dose until the study’s conclusion, Klote said.

In addition to the shot, participants also had
to donate a small tube of blood.

The next phase of the study is to draw anoth-
er vial of blood from volunteers.

Researchers will compare the first vial of
blood with the second to see whether the
half-dose of vaccine prompted the body to pro-
duce the correct immune response, which
peaks about three weeks after the initial flu
shot, Klote said.

Volunteers are also keeping a diary of any
symptoms they experience over the course of
the flu season, and researchers will be in touch
via e-mail at least twice over the coming
months to ask participants about any illnesses.

The researchers will track the volunteers
until March 31, the official end of the flu sea-
son, Klote said.

Walter Reed’s Allergy-Immunology Depart-
ment, Vaccine Healthcare Centers Network,
and Army Institute of Research, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, the Feder-
al Drug Administration, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and other members are coordinat-
ing the new study, Klote said Monday at the
Pentagon.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Brigadier general among 7
killed in Black Hawk crash

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — For the second time in
less than a week, Spanish base
workers blocked Naval Station Ro-
ta’s main gate to morning traffic
Tuesday.

Workers were protesting poten-
tial job cuts by the U.S. military.
Employees claim that as many as
75 jobs could be lost as the U.S.
Navy tries to find ways to be more
efficient and save money at instal-
lations throughout Europe.

“We consider that unaccept-
able,” union leader Miguel Gar-
cia said of the potential job cuts.

Unions representing the base’s
1,150 civilian Spanish workers
are in the midst of negotiations
with the Spanish Ministry of De-
fense and the U.S. Navy over a
new labor agreement. Earlier in
the month, union leaders said the
Spanish Ministry of Defense told
them about plans to cut the work
force. Employees voted last
Wednesday to publicly voice
their discontent.

The U.S. Navy said Tuesday
that it has not determined if any
Spanish jobs would be cut.

“The United States Navy has
not presented the Spanish Minis-
try of Defense with any specific
plan or number for reduction in
number of Spanish employees,”
base spokeswoman Lt. Allie Free-

man said in a statement to Stars
and Stripes.

Several hundred workers ar-
rived at the gate around 7 a.m.
and stood under a cool drizzle for
about two hours. Many wore stick-
ers that read, “No a los despidos,”
which means “No to the dismiss-
als.”

Rota police diverted traffic
away from the gate, and base offi-
cials opened up a fourth gate to
ease early-morning traffic in and
out of the naval station.

The base radio station instruct-
ed Americans trying to enter the

base to avoid the demonstration
and pass through one of the other
gates.

Unless employees see improve-
ments during negotiations, union
leaders said they would continue
to hold similar protests. Howev-
er, they did not give any details.

“We will continue,” Garcia
said. “We will fight.”

Workers last demonstrated on
Thanksgiving, briefly blocking
the same gate to traffic. Spanish
workers have held numerous pro-
tests and demonstrations over
pay issues in the last four years.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

LISA BURGESS/Stars and Stripes

Ken Chapman, a defense analyst for the Air Force who is participating in the flu
vaccine study, has blood drawn Tuesday at the Pentagon by Pfc. Denise Le-
onard, of Passadumkeag, Maine. Leonard is a lab technician at Walter Reed
Army Institute of Research in Washington, D.C.

SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

Spanish workers stand outside the “Rota Gate” at Naval Station Rota,

Spain, to protest possible workforce cuts during a demonstration

Tuesday morning. The workers claim that the U.S. military wants to

eliminate the jobs of 75 Spanish civilians who work at the base.

Union leaders believe
Navy cuts in spending
will mean loss of jobs

Spanish workers protest at Rota

DOD tests efficacy of smaller flu vaccine dose
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BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany — It
now takes longer to get on and off
post, get lunch within the appro-
priate hour or find room to patron-
ize local establishments in the
Mannheim military community.

This means only one thing: The
troops are home.

About 400 5th Signal Command
soldiers made it home Sunday
after an 11-month deployment to
Kuwait.

The troops, who supported com-
munication operations for Iraq
and Kuwait, are now going
through the seven-day reintegra-
tion process and looking forward
to 30 days of block leave through
the holidays.

Though the desert-weary
troops came home only a couple
of days after Thanksgiving Day,
many said it didn’t even matter.

“I’m looking forward to being
with my kids who are about to
turn 2 and 3 in January,” said Sgt.
1st Class Timothy Ellis, the 2nd
platoon sergeant for Company A,
72nd Signal Battalion, while com-
pleting reintegration paperwork
Tuesday on Sullivan Barracks.

“I’m lucky because I got to
come home for R&R [rest and re-
cuperation] just after my wife’s

birthday and be home for my an-
niversary. And now, I get my chil-
dren’s birthdays and the holidays.
I can make up for lost time now
that I’m with them again.”

Despite long lines and waiting,
the community is as happy to
have its troops home as the sol-
diers are to be back.

Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation facilities, the Better Oppor-
tunities for Single Soldiers pro-
gram, Outdoor Recreation and
the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service are offering deals
to the returning troops, such as
discounted tours to various cities
and 50-cent bowling days.

Single soldiers said they’re just
as happy to be out of the desert as
their married counterparts, and
said they are preparing to party it
up.

“I’m thrilled to be back in civili-
zation and not having someone
telling me what to do every hour
of the day,” said Sgt. Jared Coffin,
a line of site transmission sys-
tems team chief for Company A,
72nd Signal Battalion. He said
during his block leave he’s plan-
ning a vacation through Holland;
the Czech Republic; Budapest,
Hungary; and ringing in the New
Year in Spain.

Spc. Bonnie Leksrisawat, a

radio technician with Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Company,
72nd Signal Battalion, echoed Cof-
fin’s sentiment and said she’s
most looking forward to having in-
door plumbing. She also said the
deployment made her a better sol-
dier, since she learned much
more about her job.

“I also learned that the desert
is really hot,” she said.

Because leadership knows that
troops sometimes tend to over-
compensate for missed leisure
time, the reintegration process in-
cludes safety classes.

“The key is to get the troops
ready for traveling in the winter,”
explained Master Sgt. Darryl Rob-
inson, the brigade maintenance
supervisor.

Another leader, Sgt. Carlos Var-
nado, the Company B motor pool
supply noncommissioned officer
in charge, added that troops need
to stay safe through all the upcom-
ing free time and not drive reck-
lessly or drink and drive.

Though Mannheim is packed
now, it won’t be brimming with
troops for long. Another batch of
troops are gearing up for a deploy-
ment to Operation Iraqi Freedom
3 or Operation Enduring Free-
dom 6 by early next year, accord-
ing to post officials.

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

5th Signal Command GIs
return from duty in Kuwait

BY RICK EMERT

Stars and Stripes

For members of two observ-
er-controller teams in Hohenfels,
Germany, their mission was noth-
ing new: to act as advisers during
the training of two battalion of sol-
diers.

What was new for members of
the Grizzlies and Timberwolves
teams from the Combat Maneu-
ver Training Cen-
ter was that their
mission was in
Iraq, and the bat-
talions were in the
Iraqi army.

Two 10-mem-
ber teams headed
to Iraq in March
and returned Nov.
9 and Nov. 19.
Each worked with
separate battal-
ions at the same
Iraqi army base in
Kirkush most of
the time.

The Timber-
wolves worked
with the Iraqi ar-
my’s 6th Battal-
ion, advising the
training of Iraqi
soldiers from
March to July,
then stayed with
the battalion as its
soldiers began
missions in Diyala
province, said
Maj. Pete Fedak,
officer in charge
of the Timber-
wolves detach-
ment.

“The combat op-
erations in Diyala
province offered a
good chance for
the soldiers to get
their feet wet,” Fedak said.

In early November, the Timber-
wolves soldiers deployed with the
6th Battalion to Fallujah, Fedak
said.

Meanwhile, the Grizzlies were
attached to the 7th Battalion of
the Iraqi army. After helping the
battalions staff train its 700 sol-
diers, the Grizzlies deployed to Sa-
marra with the battalion in Sep-
tember, said Master Sgt. Mike
Moser, noncommissioned officer
in charge for the Grizzlies detach-
ment.

“We were helping this unit
train so that the battalion could

perform the mission — so that it
could stand up and deploy any-
where within the country,” he
said.

All of the soldiers who de-
ployed volunteered for the mis-
sion, but family members were
surprised to learn that the train-
ers, who normally do not deploy
from the training area, were head-
ing to Iraq.

“It was com-
pletely volun-
tary,” Moser said.
“It was kind of a
surprise to the
families that we
were even offered
the deployment. I
think they as-
sumed that, as
part of the [train-
ing center], we
would be stuck
here for three
years. The sol-
diers thought of it
as just another de-
ployment, and I
think the families
ultimately be-
lieved in what we
were doing and
supported us.”

While it wasn’t
the biggest gather-
ing for a unit
homecoming, fam-
ilies and support-
ers stood holding
signs until the
wee hours of the
morning awaiting
the troops return.

“We got back
between 2 and 3
in the morning,”
Moser said. “The
families were
there, and there
were people from
the community

waiting for us. I couldn’t wait for
the ceremony to end; I was stand-
ing about 20 feet from my family
and wanted to grab them.”

While he said he was happy to
be home, Fedak said he misses
the Iraqi troops he helped train.

“Saying goodbye [to the Iraqis]
was pretty tough, but it’s great to
be back in Germany,” Fedak said.
“When I said goodbye to my wife,
I knew I would see her again.
When we said goodbye to those
soldiers, we knew that we would
probably never see them again.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Sailor’s daughter dies from injuries in car crash

The five-year-old daughter of a Naval Air Station Sigonella sailor
died Sunday from injuries received during a Nov. 6 car crash near
the base. The girl, whose name has not been released, had been in
an Italian hospital since the accident with internal injuries.

Spokesman Lt. Steve Curry said the base will hold a memorial ser-
vice for the girl at 5 p.m. Wednesday in the NAS I chapel.

Former director of DODEA’s Atlantic Region dies

Georgia Williams-Scaife, one-time director of Department of De-
fense Education Activity’s Atlantic Region, died Sunday in Los An-
geles after a prolonged battle with cancer. She was 67.

Her most recent position was chief of community relations and
partnerships for DODEA, a post she left in 2002 in order to become
the executive director of the Kids Foundation, an organization dedi-
cated to helping troubled youth. Condolences can be sent to her fam-
ily at: 14829 Greenleaf St., Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

From staff reports

Mannheim brimming with soldiers who supported
communications operations in throughout war zone

JESSICA INIGO/Stars and Stripes

Spc. Joseph Baker, filling out paperwork on the right, is one of 396 other 5th Signal Command troops who

recently returned from an 11-month deployment to Kuwait in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 2.

Hohenfels troops back
home after advising,
training Iraqi soldiers
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Tree lightings, visits from
Santa and more are among the ac-
tivities planned on U.S. military
bases throughout Europe during
this holiday season. Here are just
some of the many events planned:

BELGIUM

Chièvres:

� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Friday,
next to Grandma’s Attic, near the
post exchange on Chièvres Air
Base

GERMANY

Ansbach:

� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Thurs-
day, at the parking lot near the
post exchange on Bismarck
Casern

Aschaffenburg:

� Tree lighting, 6 p.m., Thurs-
day, at Travis Park, building 626

Babenhausen:

� Tree lighting, 6 p.m., Wednes-
day, Food Court

� Pictures with Santa, chil-
dren’s Christmas pageant, 6 p.m.,
Dec. 19, Babenhausen ACS Cen-
ter

Bamberg:

� Tree lighting, visit from
Santa, 5 p.m., Thursday, across
from the JFK Gym

Baumholder:

� German-American recep-
tion, 3 p.m., Wednesday, Rhein-
lander Convention Center at H.D.
Smith Barracks, with tree light-
ing and visit from Santa starting
at 4:30 p.m.

Bitburg:

� Tree lighting, 6 p.m., Dec. 7,
Bitburg Chapel Annex

Butzbach:

� Christmas concert, 7 p.m.,
Dec. 10, Bürgerhaus, 1st Ar-
mored Division band

Büdingen:

� Tree lighting, 6 p.m., Friday,
Armstrong Barracks, with town
fire brigade band.

Darmstadt:
� Tree lighting, carol singing,

pictures with Santa, 6 p.m., Thurs-
day, headquarters circle, Camb-
rai-Fritsch Casern

Dexheim:
� Tree lighting, visit from

Santa, 6 p.m., Dec. 9, at the chapel

Friedburg:
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Friday,

parade field at Ray Barracks

Giebelstadt:

� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Friday,
by the flagpole

Giessen:
� Tree lighting, 4:30 p.m.,

Thursday, Army depot, in front of
building 1

Grafenwöhr:
� Tree lighting, 5:15 p.m., Dec.

7, Corner of Gettysburg Avenue
and Wilbur Road

Hanau:
� Tree lighting, 4:30 p.m., Dec.

10, flagpole at Pioneer Casern

� Tree lighting, 4 p.m., Dec. 13,
community mailroom at Flieger-
horst Casern

Heidelberg:
� Tree lighting, 4 p.m., Dec. 10,

at the movie theater on Patrick
Henry Village

� Christmas parade, noon,
Dec. 11

� U.S. Army Europe band and
chorus concert, 6 p.m., Dec. 12,
Eppleheim, Rhein Neckar Hall

Hohenfels:
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Dec. 9,

at building 1 near the post chapel

Kaiserslautern:
� Tree lighting, 4 p.m., Dec. 9,

Kids’ Zone, Pulaski Barracks.
With visits from Mr. and Mrs.
Claus

Kitzingen:
� Tree lighting, 4 p.m., Sunday,

Harvey Barracks, in front of
building 114

Mannheim:
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Satur-

day, Benjamin Franklin Village

chapel, followed by community il-
lumination (candles alongside
road) and caroling at Benjamin
Franklin Village

� Holiday parade, 11 a.m., Dec.
11, through Benjamin Franklin
Village

Ramstein:

� Tree lighting, 5:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Northside Chapel

� Operation Season’s Greet-
ings, 7 p.m., Dec. 10, Ramstein
Air Base, with Patriots Cheerlead-
ers, Blues Traveler and other
bands

� Visit with Santa, 11 a.m. - 2
p.m., Dec. 24, Ramstein Commu-
nity Center

Rhein-Main:
� Holiday parade, 4:30 p.m.,

Wednesday
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Wednes-

day, Chapel annex, followed by
hot chocolate and visit from Santa

Spangdahlem:
� Holiday parade, 4:15 p.m.,

Monday, in parking lot in front of
new club and proceeding down
Smith Avenue and Arnold Boule-
vard to Eiffel club parking lot

� Tree lighting, 4:45 p.m., Mon-
day, in front of Skills Develop-
ment Center

Schweinfurt:
� Breakfast with Santa, 9a.m. -

11 a.m., Dec. 4, Schweinfurt
American Elementary School

� Tree and menorah lighting,
4:30 p.m., Sunday, Andrus Gar-
den on Ledward Barracks

Stuttgart:
� Tree lightings, carols, and

visit from Santa, 5 p.m., Monday,
Kelley Barracks, flagpole area

Also: 5 p.m., Dec. 7, Patch Bar-
racks, chapel area;

5 p.m., Dec. 9, Robinson Bar-
racks; and

5 p.m., Dec. 10, Panzer Casern,
chapel area

Vilseck:
� Tree lighting, 5:15 p.m., Dec.

9, next to health clinic
Vogelweh:
� Breakfast with Santa, 10

a.m.- 2 p.m., Dec. 11
Wiesbaden:
� Tree lighting, 6 p.m., Friday,

Army airfield, with visit from
Santa

Würzburg:
� Tree lighting, 4:15 p.m.,

Thursday, Victory Park, Leighton
Barracks

ITALY

Aviano Air Base:
� Tree lighting, 5:15 p.m., Fri-

day, base exchange parking lot,
with live music and a visit from
Santa and refreshments

Gaeta:
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Dec. 17

in the Community Center with
caroling, holiday party, and a visit
from Santa following

La Maddalena:
� Tree lighting, 6 p.m., Dec. 8,

Mordini Complex with a visit
from Santa and refreshments

Sigonella:
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Friday,

in front of the commissary on
NAS I with a visit from Santa and
refreshments

SPAIN

Rota:
� Christmas parade, 6 p.m., Fri-

day, beginning at the Home Cen-
ter on Enriquez Street and con-
tinuing to the commissary

� Tree lighting, 7:15 p.m., Fri-
day, building 1, 3rd Street

THE NETHERLANDS

Brunssum:
� Tree lighting, 4:30 p.m., Dec.

9
� Christmas concert, Dec. 15,

Sports Hall with the U.S. Army
76th band from Mannheim, Ger-
many, performing in tribute to
Glenn Miller

Schinnen:
� Tree lighting, 5:30 p.m., Dec.

9, sports center, Emma Mine
Complex with rides, games and a
visit from Santa

TURKEY

Izmir:
� Tree lighting, 4:30 p.m., Dec.

10, base chapel

UNITED KINGDOM

Lakenheath:
� Tree lighting, 5 p.m., Thurs-

day, Liberty Circle with Christ-
mas carols and a visit from Santa
arriving on a firetruck for photos
with children

� Children’s Christmas party,
3 p.m. - 6 p.m. Dec. 22, Youth Cen-
ter

Mildenhall:
� Santa Stall, Saturday, 10 a.m.

- 2 p.m., Bob Hope Community
Center,with a visit from Santa

Holiday happenings across Europe bases

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Members of the Rhein-Main Air Base Keystone/Torch Club celebrate the beginning of the holiday season in

December 2003 as they march in the base’s Christmas parade. Tree lighting ceremonies, Christmas pa-

rades and much more are going on in military communities across Europe.
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BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

BEIJI, Iraq — A suicide bomber detonat-
ed a car bomb next to a U.S. military cargo
convoy in downtown Beiji on Tuesday
morning, killing five Iraqis and injuring 20
people, including three American troops.

The car exploded on Highway 1, Beiji’s
main thoroughfare, at 9:10 a.m., said Lt.
Col. Kyle McClelland, commander of the
1st Infantry Division’s Task Force 1-7, the
Army unit that patrols the area around the
city.

“We heard a big explosion,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Jason Pingo, a tank driver attached
to the task force’s Company A, who was
blocking traffic on the highway about two
kilometers from the site. “We could tell by
the size of it, it was rather substantial. We
saw the smoke cloud.”

An Iraqi traffic policeman, Dafer Salim
Nejriss, had stopped traffic on a side street
while the convoy passed.

As the lead vehicle — a military truck
called a Lightweight Mobile Tactical Vehi-
cle, or LMTV — crossed the intersection, a
Toyota at the head of the line of waiting ve-
hicles on the side street pulled around the
policemen next to the truck and lay down
on the front seat.

“When the American convoy passed, he
blew it up,” Nejriss said later through a
translator from his hospital bed.

The LMTV rolled to a halt about 100 feet
down the road, on fire near the driver’s
side door. The driver and passenger, both
Air Force airmen attached to the 167th
Corps Support Group in
Tikrit, somehow escaped
with bruises and minor
shrapnel wounds.

“By the grace of God,
those two [airmen] are
still alive,” McClelland
said.

A soldier from Compa-
ny C, 1st Battalion, 77th
Armor Regiment, at-
tached to Task Force 1-7,
who was in a nearby
tank, also suffered minor
injuries. Medics took all
three to the 67th Combat
Support Hospital in Tikrit, but McClelland

said all three were expected to return to

duty later in the day.

McClelland and Command Sgt. Maj.
Wayne Sanders, the task force’s senior non-
commissioned officer, piled into Humvees
and raced to the site after checking on the
wounded troops. They inspected the area,

then met briefly with
Beiji’s mayor before visit-
ing the city’s single-story
hospital.

Anxious Iraqis crowd-
ed the lobby and hall-
way, waiting for word on
the fate of loved ones.
Many of the injured
were workers at the
city’s large oil refinery
who had been riding to
work on a bus that was in
line behind the suicide
bomber.

McClelland had used
tanks to block off daytime traffic on High-
way 1 in the city since Nov. 17, when a simi-
lar car bomb attack killed 10 Iraqis and in-
jured 23 people, including three U.S. sol-

diers. Traffic hadn’t been halted on side
streets, however.

“We’ve been doing this for three weeks,
and the enemy figured out a vulnerable
place,” McClelland said. “Obviously, a sui-
cide bomber has one goal in life: to inflict
as much pain as he can.”

Beiji, a city of 125,000 residents 155
miles north of Baghdad that is home to two
major power plants and an oil refinery,
had been relatively peaceful until the past
month. Insurgent attacks on Army patrols
started large battles Nov. 9 and Nov. 14
that caused heavy damage to the city’s busi-
ness district.

And on Nov. 13, rebels blew up a key
bridge on a highway bypass near Forward
Operating Base Summerall, forcing the
Army to route convoys through the heart of
the city. They also planted at least 60 road-
side bombs during the month, more than
twice as many as in any previous month in
the past year.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:

liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Left: Command Sgt.

Maj. Wayne Sanders

of the 1st Infantry

Division’s Task Force

1-7 inspects the

burning wreckage of a

truck attacked by a

suicide car bomber in

Beiji, Iraq, on

Wednesday morning.

The attack killed five

Iraqis and injured 21

people, including

three U.S. troops.

Below: A deep crater

in the pavement on

Highway 1 shows

where the suicide car

bomb detonated,

destroying the U.S.

military truck in the

background.
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BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide bomb-
er detonated a car packed with ex-
plosives next to a U.S. convoy on
Baghdad’s dangerous airport
road on Tuesday, and several ca-
sualties were seen lying next to a
damaged vehicle, witnesses and
authorities said.

In the northern town of Beiji, a
car bomb exploded near a U.S. pa-
trol Tuesday, killing five Iraqi ci-
vilians and injuring 20 people,
three of them American soldiers,
the military said. Another Ameri-
can soldier from the 1st Infantry
Division was wounded when in-
surgents fired a rocket-propelled
grenade at a tank south of Beiji.

The attacks came as the mili-
tary announced that its Novem-
ber death toll — fueled by the of-
fensive against insurgents in Fal-
lujah and insurgents’ counterat-
tacks — reached at least 135.

That is the same number as in
April, when the insurgence flared
in Fallujah and elsewhere in the
so-called Sunni Triangle, where
U.S. forces and their Iraqi allies
lost a large measure of control.

A U.S. Army soldier died from
injuries suffered after a roadside
bomb exploded late Monday next
to his patrol north of Baghdad.

Amid the violence, interim
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi was
heading to Jordan to meet with
Iraqis living outside the country
to encourage them to take part in
the Jan. 30 election in a bid woo
support away from the insurgen-
cy. However, he ruled out a
full-blown conference with insur-
gent enemies.

In the suicide attack, police
Capt. Talib al-Alawani said a
bomber drove his car into a U.S.

convoy on the airport road, scene
of near daily attacks against U.S.
military and Western targets.

The U.S. command confirmed
that the attack occurred but had
no further details.

Several casualties were seen
lying next to a damaged vehicle,
according to an eyewitness who
arrived on the scene before
troops sealed off the stretch of
road where the blast occurred. A
military ambulance drove up min-
utes later to evacuate the casual-
ties.

The highway, which multina-
tional troops use daily to com-
mute between the huge military
base at the airport and Baghdad’s
center, is considered one of the
most dangerous roads in Iraq.
The British Embassy announced
Monday that its staff would no
longer be permitted to travel on
the road.

On Monday, 13 Marines were
wounded in a mortar south of
Baghdad, the military said. No
further details were released.

Meanwhile, an official with Al-
lawi’s office said the prime minis-
ter will travel Tuesday to Jordan
to meet with Iraqis outside the
country as part of a dialogue on
the country’s future.

Allawi was to appear later Tues-
day before the Iraqi National
Council, a government advisory
body, where he was expected to
answer questions about the meet-
ing. The official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, would not
identify the Iraqi groups who
would take part in the meeting.

The meeting is seen as an effort
to reach out to various Iraqi
groups to encourage broad partici-
pation in the Jan. 30 election.

Iraqi officials have insisted Al-
lawi would not meet with “terror-
ists,” meaning insurgent leaders.

Foreign Minister Hoshyar Ze-
bari told the National Council on
Tuesday that the government rec-
ognized the need to “widen the
scope of participation” in the elec-
tion to those groups “that re-
nounce violence and terrorism.”

Zebari said Allawi would meet
with about 25 to 35 “personali-
ties,” mostly from the Ramadi
area of Anbar province.

“We still think that national rec-
onciliation is necessary and vital
but we also make a distinction,”
Zebari said. “If there are people
who are accused and are known
for what they have committed ...
these people should be tried ac-
cording to the laws.”The Penta-
gon, meanwhile, said Monday the
U.S. military death toll in Iraq
since the U.S.-led invasion in
March 2003 stands at 1,251. That
is up 21 since the Pentagon last re-
ported a total on Nov. 24.

Bomber rams U.S. convoy on Baghdad’s airport road

Beiji attack kills 5, injures 3 U.S. troops

No military casualties reported in suicide attack

We’ve been doing

this for three

weeks, and

the enemy figured

out a vulnerable

place.

Lt. Col. Kyle McClelland

1st Infantry Division’s Task

Force 1-7 commander
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BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fueled by
fierce fighting in Fallujah and in-

surgents’ counterattacks else-
where in Iraq, the U.S. military

death toll for November equalled
the highest for any month of the
war, according to casualty re-

ports available Tuesday.

At least 135 U.S. troops died in
November. That is the same num-
ber as last April, when the insur-

gence flared in Fallujah and else-
where in the so-called Sunni Tri-

angle where U.S. forces and their

Iraqi allies lost a large measure of
control.

On Nov. 8, U.S. forces launched
an offensive to retake Fallujah,

and they have engaged in tough
fighting in other cities since then.

More than 50 U.S. troops have
been killed in Fallujah since then,

although the Pentagon has not
provided a casualty count for Fal-

lujah for more than a week.

From the viewpoint of the Unit-

ed States and Iraqis who are striv-

ing to restore stability, the casual-
ty trend since the interim Iraqi

government was put in power
June 28 has been troubling. Each

month’s death toll has been high-

er than the last, with the single ex-
ception of October, when it was

63.

The monthly totals grew from

42 in June to 54 in July to 65 in Au-

gust and to 80 in September.

The Pentagon’s official death

toll for Iraq, dating to the start of
the war, stood at 1,254 on Tues-

day. That total did not include a
Marine killed Monday in Anbar

province and a 1st Infantry Divi-
sion soldier who died of wounds

sustained in a roadside bomb at-
tack late Monday night near the

town of Alazu.

On Nov. 1 the official death toll

stood at 1,121.

Combat injuries increased in
November due to the fierce fight-

ing in Fallujah. Walter Reed
Army Medical Center in Washing-

ton, D.C., reported Monday that it

received 32 additional battle casu-
alties from Iraq over the past two

weeks. One was in critical condi-
tion. All 32 had been treated earli-

er at the Army’s largest hospital

in Europe, Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center.

Some of the most severe inju-
ries — and many of the deaths —

among U.S. troops in Iraq are in-
flicted by the insurgents’ home-

made bombs, which the military
calls improvised explosive devic-
es, or IEDs.

U.S. forces have put extraordi-
nary effort into countering the
IED threat, yet it persists. U.S.
troops in Fallujah reported find-
ing nearly as many homemade ex-
plosives over the past three
weeks as had been uncovered
throughout Iraq in the previous
four months combined.

In recent action in Fallujah,
troops found at least 650 home-
made bombs, Bryan Whitman, a
spokesman for Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld, said Mon-
day. That compares with 722
found throughout the country be-
tween July 1 and Oct. 31.

The IEDs are rigged to deto-
nate by remote control and often
are hidden along roadways used
by U.S. forces, to deadly effect.

Since U.S. forces invaded Fallu-

jah on Nov. 8 to regain control,

they have found about a dozen

IED “factories,” a number of vehi-

cles being modified to serve as

car bombs, and at least 10 sur-

face-to-air missiles capable of

downing aircraft, Whitman said.

More than half of the approxi-

mately 100 mosques in Fallujah

were used as fighting positions or

weapon storage sites, Whitman

said, citing a U.S. military report

that has not been released public-

ly.

U.S. officials knew insurgents

had used Fallujah as a haven
from which to plan and organize

resources for attacks in Baghdad

and other cities in the Sunni Tri-

angle north and west of the capi-
tal, but the amount of weapons

found exceeded expectations.

135 U.S. dead in November; matches worst month in Iraq

Abu Ghraib complaint

BERLIN — A group of Ameri-
can civil rights lawyers filed a
criminal complaint in Germany
on Tuesday, asking for an investi-
gation of top U.S. officials includ-
ing Secretary of Defense Donald
H. Rumsfeld and former CIA di-
rector George Tenet, saying they
are responsible for acts of torture
committed at Abu Ghraib.

Attorneys from the New

York-based Center for Constitu-
tional Rights said U.S. investiga-
tions of the Abu Ghraib abuses
have not gone far enough and that
they hope a German investigation
will keep the situation at the top
of the U.S. government’s agenda.

The attorneys said they chose
Germany because it has legisla-
tion that allows for prosecution of
war crimes and human rights vio-
lations across national boundaries.

From The Associated Press
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U.S. deaths in Iraq
The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,254
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 981 died as a result
of hostile action, the Defense De-
partment said. The figures in-
clude three military civilians.

The AP count is three higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, which was last updated Mon-

day at 10 a.m. EDT.

The British military has report-
ed 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13;
Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgar-
ia, seven; Slovakia, three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Hungary and Latvia
have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,116 U.S. military mem-

bers have died, according to AP’s
count. That includes at least 872
deaths resulting from hostile ac-
tion, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� Two U.S. soldiers were killed
Monday when their patrol struck
a bomb in Baghdad, Iraq.

� A U.S. soldier died Monday
in a vehicle accident near Kut,
Iraq.

� Two Marines were killed Sun-
day when a bomb exploded south
of Baghdad.

The latest identifications report-
ed by the military:

� Army Staff Sgt. Michael B.
Shackelford, 25, Grand Junction,
Colo.; died Sunday in an attack in
Ramadi, Iraq; assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
2nd Infantry Division, Camp
Howze, South Korea.

� Army Sgt. Carl W. Lee, 23,
Oklahoma City, Okla.; died Sun-
day in an attack in Ramadi, Iraq;
assigned to the 1st Battalion,
503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry
Division, Camp Howze, South
Korea.

� Army Sgt. Trinidad R. Martin-
ezluis, 22, Los Angeles; died Sun-
day in Baqouba, Iraq, when his ve-
hicle rolled over; assigned to the
Army’s 201st Forward Support
Battalion, 1st Infantry Division,
Vilseck, Germany.

� Army Spc. Jeremy E. Chris-
tensen, 27, Albuquerque, N.M.;
died Saturday in Duilayah, Iraq,
when a bomb exploded near his
vehicle; assigned to 1st Squadron,
4th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
1st Infantry Division, Schwein-
furt, Germany.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Jordan D.
Winkler, 19, Tulsa, Okla.; died Fri-
day in a noncombat related inci-
dent at Camp Fallujah, Iraq; as-
signed to Combat Service Sup-
port Battalion 1, Combat Service
Support Group 11, 1st Force Ser-
vice Support Group, I Marine Ex-
peditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

� Marine Cpl. Kirk J. Bossel-
mann, 21, Napa, Calif.; killed Sat-
urday in Iraq’s Anbar province;
assigned to 1st Battalion, 8th Ma-
rine Regiment, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion, II Marine Expeditionary
Force, Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Joshua E.
Lucero, 19, Tucson, Ariz.; killed
Saturday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 2nd Combat En-
gineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion, II Marine Expeditionary
Force, Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Bradley
M. Faircloth, 20, Mobile, Ala.;
killed Friday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 1st Battalion, 8th
Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Di-
vision, II Marine Expeditionary
Force, Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

� Army Pvt. Brian K. Grant,
31, Dallas; died Friday in Rama-
di, Iraq, when his unit was at-
tacked by small arms fire; as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, Camp Howze,
South Korea.

� Marine Lance Cpl. David B.
Houck, 25, Winston Salem, N.C.;
killed Friday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince Iraq; assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd
Marine Division, II Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Marine Corps
Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.

� Army Pfc. Harrison J.
Meyer, 20, Worthington, Ohio;
died Friday in Ar Ramadi, Iraq,
when his unit was attacked by
small arms fire; assigned to the
1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
Camp Howze, South Korea.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Jeffery S.
Holmes, 20, White River Junc-
tion, Vt.; killed Thursday in Iraq’s
Anbar province; assigned to 1st
Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment,
2nd Marine Division, II Marine
Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C.
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BY WILEY HALL

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Saying he
needs a break, NAACP President
Kweisi Mfume announced Tues-
day that he’s stepping down as
the head of the nation’s oldest and
largest civil rights group.

The orga-
nization’s
legal coun-
sel, Dennis
Hayes, will
serve as in-
terim presi-
dent while a
national
search is con-
ducted.

“For the
last nine
years, I’ve
had what I
believe is both the honor and the
privilege to help revive and to
help restore this great organiza-
tion, which has ... really become
an American institution,” Mfume
said.

He said he wanted to spend
more time with his family. “I just
need a break. I need a vacation,”
he said. “I’m just not going to do
anything for a while.

Mfume, 56, has been president
of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple since 1996. Before that, he
was a congressman for nine
years.

He inherited an organization
tarnished by scandal and bur-
dened by a $3.2 million debt and
is credited with steering it into an
era of stability and growth with
corporate-style management
techniques, including cost-saving
layoffs.

“In my heart of hearts, I know
the job has been done, and I step
aside willingly ... to find another
challenge and another chance to
make a real difference,” he said.

Last month, the organization’s
chairman, Julian Bond, an-
nounced that its tax-exempt sta-
tus is under review by the govern-
ment in an investigation he con-
tends stems from a speech he
gave that criticized President
Bush. Bond said IRS agents were
investigating his keynote address
July 11 at the NAACP’s annual
convention in Philadelphia.

For an organization to keep its
tax-exempt status, “leaders can-
not make partisan comments in
official organization publications
or at official organizational func-
tions,” according to an Oct. 8 let-
ter to the NAACP from the IRS of-
fice in Louisville, Ky.

In September, the group
launched an advertising cam-
paign aimed at combating what of-
ficials describe as stagnant mem-
bership growth.

The civil rights group, founded
in 1909, wants to increase mem-
bership by 20 percent, Mfume
said at the time.

BY ERIN MCCLAM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Rhonda Gaynier, a New York
real-estate lawyer, was flying home from Tampa,
Fla., and passing through airport security when she
was asked to step aside for additional screening.

What happened next shocked her: Using an open
hand, a security agent touched her on her shoulders,
under her arms, around her waist, across her bra
strap, and between her breasts, Gaynier said — all in
front of other passengers.

“I was almost in tears,” she said. “I’ve never been
so humiliated in my life. It’s one of the worst experi-
ences I’ve ever had to endure.”

The patdown before that mid-October flight was
the result of a new government directive that air-
port screeners carry out more frequent, and more
thorough, searches for explosives.

But women across the nation say the patdowns go
too far. Some are so angry that they have stopped fly-
ing altogether.

The new policy was implemented by the Transpor-
tation Security Administration on Sept. 22, after 90
people were killed in two plane crashes in Russia be-
lieved to have been caused by Chechen women who
carried explosives on board.

Sommer Gentry, a Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology graduate student who commutes twice a
month from her home in Baltimore, said she now
takes Amtrak, rather than submit herself to the intru-
sive airport search.

Gentry said she has had several upsetting encoun-
ters with the screeners.

“I will go to great lengths to avoid flying now, be-
cause patdowns make me feel dirty and ashamed,”
she said. “It just gets worse every time. Now I’m
afraid.”

The new TSA rules say screeners can select pas-
sengers for patdowns based on “visual observa-
tions,” even if they do not set off metal detectors.
Amy Von Walter, a TSA spokeswoman, said screen-
ers are looking for “irregularities in a person’s natu-
ral shape or contour.”

The rules stress that passengers can ask to be
checked in private and by a screener of their same
gender and that screeners must only use the backs of
their hands when touching sensitive places.

Gaynier, 46, has filed a complaint with the TSA
and is exploring legal action against it. She said she
has heard from women around the country who ob-
ject to the searches, many of whom say they are
afraid or embarrassed to complain.

“Post-9/11, we have all come to accept a certain
level of inconvenience and intrusion,” she said. “I
will tolerate that.

But you want to touch my body, you better have a
damn good reason, and they don’t.”

BY KATHERINE PFLEGER SHRADER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge has informed the
White House and department staff that he
has resigned, U.S. officials said Tuesday.

In an e-mail circulated to senior Home-
land Security officials, Ridge praised the
department as “an extraordinary organiza-
tion that each day contributes to keeping
America safe and free.” He also said he
was privileged to work with the depart-
ment’s 180,000 employees “who go to work
every day dedicated to making our compa-
ny better and more secure.”

Government officials, speaking on
grounds of anonymity because a formal an-
nouncement was pending, confirmed his

resignation. A Washington news confer-
ence was scheduled for mid-afternoon.

In October 2001, Ridge became the na-
tion’s first White
House homeland secu-
rity adviser, leading a
massive undertaking
to rethink all aspects
of security within the
U.S. borders in the
wake of the terror at-
tacks of September
2001.

Congress subse-
quently passed legisla-
tion establishing the
Homeland Security
Department, merging 180,000 employees

from 22 government agencies. Ridge be-

came the department’s first secretary in
January 2003.

He has presided over six national “or-
ange alerts” when the government boosted
security out of concern that an attack may
be coming. An attack in the United States
never happened on his watch.

Ridge has said, however, that he be-
lieves an assault by the al-Qaida terrorist
network was averted last summer during
the Fourth of July holiday period, when in-
telligence reports indicated terrorists
might be targeting international flights to
attack the United States. Passenger mani-
fests were scrutinized and flights were can-
celed.

Yet Ridge, a politician by nature, fought
criticism leading up to the election from

those who said he was using terror warn-
ings to boost support for Bush. Ridge re-
peatedly said: “We don’t do politics in the
Department of Homeland Security.”

Ridge, 59, has privately expressed his in-
terest in moving out of the time-consum-
ing, stressful post. However, those who
know him said his loyalty to Bush was al-
ways a factor to consider.

Ridge, who has spent most of his adult
life in public service, came home from Viet-
nam, earned a law degree and went into
private practice in Pennsylvania. He later
served as an assistant district attorney and
ran for Congress in 1982.

Ridge was re-elected five times. He be-
came the Pennsylvania governor in 1995,
leaving the state Capitol in October 2001
after the White House called.

Mfume

Ridge

IN THE STATES

Actor John D. Barrymore dies

LOS ANGELES — John Drew Barry-
more, heir to an acting dynasty and absent
father of movie star Drew Barrymore, had
a colorful career.

He died Monday in Los Angeles at age
72, Drew Barrymore said in a statement is-
sued by her publicist. No information was
released about the cause of death.

He was part of an acting clan that includ-
ed his father, the famed stage and film
actor John Barrymore, his mother, silent
screen star Dolores Costello, and his fa-
ther’s siblings, Lionel and Ethel Barry-
more. Drew Barrymore is his daughter by
his third wife, Ildiko Jaid Barrymore.

He started his career as a teenager,
billed first as John Barrymore Jr., with
early roles in the 1950s movies “The Sund-
owners,” “High Lonesome” and “Quebec.”

But there were problems with drugs,
drunken driving and violence, domestic
and otherwise.

Mayor’s son enlists in Army
CHICAGO — Mayor Richard Daley’s

29-year-old son has enlisted in the Army
and soon will report for duty in the air-
borne infantry.

“It’s been in the back of my mind for
some time,” Patrick Daley told the Chicago
Sun-Times in Tuesday’s editions. “I left
West Point during my freshman year when

I was 18 years old and always remembered
their motto, ‘Duty, Honor and Country.’
But I was so young and not really old
enough to understand what it really meant.
But I know now.”

Daley finished college at the University of
Illinois and got a master’s degree in busi-
ness from the University of Chicago in June.

NBC execs son’s body found
MONTROSE, Colo. — Investigators

probing what caused a jet to crash during
takeoff want to know whether it was
de-iced before it went down, killing NBC
sports executive Dick Ebersol’s youngest
son and two other people, a federal official
said Tuesday.

The plane carrying Ebersol and two of
his sons crashed Sunday while taking off
from the airport outside this small town
185 miles southwest of Denver.

Digging through the charred wreckage,
investigators on Monday found what is be-
lieved to be the body of 14-year-old Ed-
ward Ebersol, youngest son of Ebersol, 57,
and his wife, “Kate and Allie” star Susan
Saint James.

Ebersol and the couple’s oldest son,
Charles, and the plane’s co-pilot remain
hospitalized and are expected to recover.

The pilot, 50-year-old Luis Alberto Polan-
co Espaillat of the Dominican Republic, and
flight attendant Warren T. Richardson III,
36, of Coral Gables, Fla., were also killed.

From The Associated Press

Mfume to step down
as NAACP president

Some women
say security
goes too far

AP

Rhonda Gaynier, a New York real-estate lawyer,
talks Monday about her ordeal with airline security
while in New York. Gaynier says she was groped by
an airport screener in Tampa, Fla., and is consider-
ing a lawsuit against the Transportation Security
Administration.

Ridge resigns from homeland security post
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BY SAM HANANEL

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Amnesty In-
ternational is asking the Defense
Department whether the military
used Taser electric stun guns on
prisoners in Iraq or Afghanistan,
saying it is uneasy about reports
of mistreatment and abuse.

The human rights group said it
made the request under the Free-
dom of Information Act after in-
terviewing dozens of prisoners
formerly held by U.S. forces.

“We do have credible evidence
that certainly raises the question
that Tasers might have been
used,” Gerald Le Melle, Amnesty
International USA’s deputy execu-
tive director, said Monday.

Marine Capt. Dan McSweeney,
a spokesman for the Joint Direc-
torate for Non-Lethal Weapons,
said that the Army, “and to a limit-
ed extent, the Marine Corps,” ac-
quired Tasers earlier in 2004.

Based on research and avail-
able data, Pentagon officials
“have determined that [the use
of] Tasers are appropriate,” Mc-
Sweeney said. “They are fielded
and currently being used.”

But McSweeney said he could
not comment on Amnesty’s re-
quest, because the directorate is
responsible for the development
of nonlethal weapons, but not how
they are used once fielded.

“That would be a question for

the services to address, or the
units” that use the Tasers, Mc-
Sweeney said in a Tuesday tele-
phone interview.

Amnesty has long expressed
misgivings about the safety of Tas-
ers and whether they are open to
abuse because they can inflict se-
vere pain without leaving marks.
The group has urged law enforce-
ment agencies to suspend the use
of all electroshock weapons pend-
ing the outcome of a vigorous in-
dependent inquiry into whether
the weapons pose health risks.

Amnesty’s request concerning
prisoners seeks information on
computer chips stored inside
Taser guns that record the date,
time and duration of each electric
shock administered.

The group also is requesting in-
formation about deaths that
might have occurred after a
Taser was used, as well as train-
ing materials and guidelines for
how soldiers are to use the weap-
ons.

Device’s use growing

From Korean Air flight crews
to U.S. police and corrections of-
ficers, orders for stun guns made
by Taser International Inc., are
pouring in.

The Scottsdale, Ariz., company
even recently launched an ad
campaign urging private citizens
to arm themselves with the weap-
ons, which temporarily paralyze
people with a 50,000-volt jolt.

In a report released Tuesday,
Amnesty International says stun
guns are being abused by police
and wants more scientific study
done to determine whether the de-
vices are safe.

Amnesty says at least 74 people
have died in the United States
and Canada in the past four years
after being shocked with Tasers.

The group also says officers
have turned stun guns on the men-
tally disturbed, children and the
elderly.

“Not only do we not know the

impact of these weapons on
human beings under various con-
ditions, we are also concerned
about the gratuitous use of these
weapons,” said le Melle.

Amnesty worried that “the de-
ployment of Tasers, rather than
minimizing the use of force, may
dangerously extend the bound-
aries of what are considered ‘ac-
ceptable’ levels of force.”

Taser officials bill the guns,
which shoot two barbed darts
whose current can penetrate up
to two inches of clothing, as
among the safest ways of subdu-
ing violent people in high-risk sit-
uations.

Tasers have a range of up to 21
feet and can also shock on con-
tact, like a cattle prod.

A Department of Defense-or-
dered study cited by Taser compa-
ny officials in defending their
technology does, however, also
recommend more research on
how Tasers affect sensitive or in-
toxicated people.

The study, done by an Air
Force laboratory for the Joint
Non-Lethal Weapons Directorate
at Quantico, Va., found that when
used as intended, Tasers are safe.
But it also said that, although un-
common, some severe unintend-
ed effects might occur after a
shock. The military has not re-
leased the entire study, only an ab-
stract.

Taser International contends
its products reduce injuries and
save lives by giving police an al-
ternative to lethal force.

The company says it has docu-
mented 600 cases of lives saved
with Taser devices and that it has
not settled or lost any lawsuits in-
volving deaths or injuries related
to the guns.

“Fact is … this thing has been
around for 30 years, never ever
has a Taser been listed as the pri-
mary cause of death,” said Smith,
the company chairman.

AP writer Anabelle Garay in Phoenix and
Stars and Stripes reporter Lisa Burgess
in the Pentagon contributed to this
report.

Bush rejects Gitmo abuse claims by Red Cross

GENEVA — The international Red Cross said Tuesday that U.S. offi-
cials have failed to address concerns about some significant problems
in the treatment of terror suspects detained at the U.S. military prison
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

But the neutral International Committee of the Red Cross, which is
the only independent monitor allowed to visit the facility, refused “to
publicly confirm or deny” whether details in a New York Times article
about torture allegations were from its reports to U.S. officials setting
out its findings during Guantanamo visits.

A Pentagon spokesman in Washington, however, confirmed that Red
Cross officials have “made their view known” that the indefinite deten-
tion of terror suspects at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, amounts to torture.

But the Bush administration rejected the ICRC accusations that de-
tainees were in any way abused at Guantanamo.

“We strongly disagree with any characterization that suggests the
way detainees are being treated is inconsistent with the policies the
president has outlined,” said White House press secretary Scott McClel-
lan on an Air Force One flight from Washington to Ottawa, Canada.

McClellan insisted that Guantanamo detainees “were being treated
humanely,” though he pointed out “the combatants that were picked
up on the battlefield” were seeking to harm the United States.

The Times said the ICRC has determined the U.S. military used psy-
chological and physical coercion “tantamount to torture.”

It said international Red Cross delegates found during a June visit to
Guantanamo that U.S. authorities had devised and refined a system to
break the will of the prisoners, using humiliation, solitary confine-
ment, temperature extremes and force positions.

Human rights campaigners said they weren’t surprised by the allega-
tions after the leaking of a ICRC report last May describing mistreat-
ment of U.S. prisoners in Iraq.

From The Associated Press

Group probes DOD for stun gun use on detainees
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BY DEB RIECHMANN

The Associated Press

OTTAWA — President Bush
sought Tuesday to patch up rela-
tions with Canada after years of
bickering, flying here for tough
hemispheric and global talks
amid boisterous demonstrations
from opponents of the U.S.
led-war in Iraq.

Bush’s trip here was the first of-
ficial visit by a U.S. president in
nearly 10 years and his meeting
with Prime Minister Paul Martin
was akin to a political dance;
Bush wanted to avoid any mis-
steps that could amplify anti-
Americanism north of the U.S.
border.

But his unpopularity in some
Canadian quarters was unmistak-
able. Some of the several hun-
dred protesters near the Parlia-
ment building were polite.
“Please leave,” read one sign
along Bush’s highly secured mo-
torcade route. But others near
where Bush and Martin met held
placards that branded Bush an
“assassin.” A truck parked near
the motorcade route was embla-
zoned with the phrase “Bush is a
war criminal.” Another placard
simply commanded, “Go Home ... ”
and included an expletive.

An Ipsos-Reid/CTV poll re-
leased Tuesday shows 58 percent
of Canadians think Bush’s re-elec-
tion was a “bad thing,” while 26
percent believed it was good. The
poll surveyed 1,000 Canadians
and had an margin of error of 3.1
percentage points.

Regarding the North America
missile defense system, Martin
has promised an open debate in
the House of Commons on wheth-
er Canada should take part in the
program. Polls show a majority of
Canadians are against joining the

system, calling it destabilizing
and a misguided effort to put
weapons in space.

Some prominent Canadians,
such as war historian Gwyne
Dyer and former deputy prime
minister John Manley, suggest
signing on to missile defense will
give Canada the latitude to say no
to larger issues, as it did to send-
ing troops to Iraq.

The two-day visit was focused
on creating goodwill, but thorny
economic issues were also sure to
arise at the meeting between the
leaders whose nations have the
world’s largest trading partner-
ship.

The United States and Canada
do more than $1 billion in busi-
ness a day; 85 percent of Canada’s
exports go to the United States.

Bush and Martin also are ex-
pected to talk about security on
the U.S.-Canada border, the war
on terrorism and efforts to ex-
pand democracy to other corners
of the world.

Canada stood with France and
Germany in deciding not to send
troops to Iraq, but pledged $300
million for reconstruction and is
helping train Iraqi police officers
in Jordan. Martin is expected to
offer to send Canadian observers
to help oversee January elections
in Iraq.

Relations between the Bush ad-
ministration and Canada got off
to a rocky start when Bush, a new
president, chose Mexico instead
of Canada as the first country
he’d visit. Trade disputes and the
war in Iraq further soured the
friendship.

Martin, Canada’s former fi-
nance minister and a wealthy
shipping magnate, however, has
repeatedly expressed a desire to
rebuild U.S.-Canada relations,
which cooled under his predeces-
sor, Jean Chretien. The dialogue
became even more strained when
Chretien decided against sending
troops to Iraq — a decision sup-
ported by more than 80 percent
of Canadians.

Bush will not make a custom-
ary speech at the House of Com-
mons in Ottawa where the some-
times raucous Parliament has
been known to heckle speakers.

White House press secretary
Scott McClellan shrugged off sug-
gestions that the president feared
that sort of scenario, saying Bush
had elected to speak “directly to
the Canadian people” Wednesday
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he
will thank Halifax and other mari-
time provinces that received tens
of thousands of Americans strand-
ed after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks.

AP

A rescuer brings down one of the survivors after a storm hit Quezon

province in eastern Philippines on Tuesday.

Nearly 340 killed as
second storm slams
eastern Philippines

BY PAT ROQUE

The Associated Press

MARAGUNDON, Philippines
— A powerful rainstorm trig-
gered landslides and flash floods
that killed nearly 340 people in
the eastern Philippines, officials
said Tuesday, and rescuers raced
to save those stranded in three
coastal towns before a typhoon
strikes the hard-hit region.

At least 150 people were report-
ed missing, and the region was
largely cut off by landslides and
floodwaters that washed away
bridges and roads. Helicopter
crews struggled to find places to
land and dropped food to resi-
dents huddled on rooftops.

Authorities planned to send a
coast guard boat to three stricken
towns in Quezon province, east of
the capital, to deliver supplies or
pick up evacuees. Forecasters
predicted a new typhoon circling
off the Pacific coast could hit the
area as early as Wednesday.

Social Welfare Secretary Cora-
zon Soliman went to Quezon prov-
ince Tuesday following the over-
night storm and reported that at
least 306 people were killed there
and 150 others were missing.

Thirty-two people died else-
where, authorities said.

Soliman said bad weather and
blocked roads prevented officials
from delivering relief supplies
and rescuing people from roof-
tops in parts of the province 40
miles east of Manila.

“The current is still strong and
the water is still high,” she said.
“The rains caused the flash
floods, and the soil could not hold
up the water in the mountains.”

President Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo was returning from a region-
al summit in Laos and planned to
visit the storm-ravaged areas.
She went to the region just last
week after a typhoon and another
storm killed at least 87 people
and left 80 missing.

AP

President Bush and first lady

Laura Bush walk toward Air Force

One en route to Ottawa, Canada,

on Tuesday at Andrews Air Force

Base outside Washington.

In official visit, Bush seeks
to mend ties with Canada

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Rescuers on Tuesday
found the wreckage of a missing U.S. aircraft and
the bodies of several Americans who were aboard
when it crashed in snow-covered mountains over
the weekend, Afghan police said.

The transport plane, which was carrying three
American crewmembers and three U.S. soldiers,
was located southeast of Bamiyan in the heart of
the Hindu Kush mountains, said Ghulam Moham-
med, a senior police official in Bamiyan.

“They found pieces of the engine and the wheels
scattered on top of Baba Mountain,” which rises to
16,600 feet and was covered in fresh snow, Moham-
med said.

He said several bodies had been recovered from
the crash site and taken to the main U.S. military
base at Bagram, from where it had departed on Sat-
urday.

He had no information on the identities of the
bodies found. There was no suggestion that anyone
had survived.

The American military announced earlier Tues-
day that the plane was missing and that

search-and-rescue teams were struggling to reach
the area where they suspected it came down.

A spokesman declined on Tuesday evening to
say whether it had crashed or if any of the occu-
pants were killed.

The CASA 112 transport plane was operated by
Florida-based Presidential Airways and was con-
tracted to the U.S. Air Force in Afghanistan, U.S.
military spokesman Mark McCann said.

The fixed-wing plane is designed to fly in and
out of the kind of short, rough air strips used to sup-
ply American forces deployed in remote areas of
the country to search for Taliban and al-Qaida mili-
tants.

Accidents have accounted for most of the more
than 100 deaths of U.S. servicemembers since Op-
eration Enduring Freedom began in the wake of
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United States.

Many have involved helicopters, and the most re-
cent fatality was that of an American airman fatal-
ly wounded on Oct. 20 when his search-and-rescue
chopper crashed near the Iranian border due to
technical problems.

The last combat deaths were those of two U.S.
soldiers killed by a roadside bomb last Wednesday
in Uruzgan province.

Trade dispute, war in Iraq have soured friendship

BY ALI AKBAR DAREINI

The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran claimed
victory in its nuclear dispute
Tuesday, saying it has isolated
the United States while preserv-
ing its right to enrich uranium.

Iran said it has not abandoned
its right to enrich uranium, in
spite of U.S. pressure, noting the
agreement it struck this week
with the U.N. nuclear agency will
only suspend processing for sev-
eral months.

Speaking to reporters, Iran’s
top nuclear official, Hasan
Rowhani, hailed the resolution
passed by the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency on Monday au-
thorizing IAEA head Mohamed
ElBaradei to monitor Iran’s com-
mitment to freeze uranium en-
richment activities.

Such enrichment can produce
either low-grade fuel for nuclear
reactors or the raw material for
atomic weapons.

Monday’s resolution followed a
Nov. 7 agreement on suspending
enrichment activities that
France, Germany and Britain ne-
gotiated with Iran to stave off
tougher action by the U.N. watch-
dog agency, which could have re-
ferred Iran to the U.N. Security
Council for possible sanctions.

“This new situation is a turning
point in Iran’s nuclear case be-
cause, for the first time, the
(IAEA) board of governors ac-
knowledged Iran’s right to peace-
ful nuclear activities,” Rowhani
said.

It was, he said, a “great success
for Iran and Europeans” because
it required Iran to suspend urani-
um enrichment only temporarily.

The United States suspects
Iran has a secret program to pro-
duce nuclear weapons and has
been lobbying for the country’s
nuclear file to go before the Secu-
rity Council.

Iran insists its program is strict-
ly for generating electricity.

Iran says uranium enrichment
suspension is for limited time

IN THE WORLD

U.S. wreckage, bodies found in Afghanistan
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EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro .................................................... $1.3644
British pound ....................................... $1.96
Japanese yen (Dec. 1) ....................... 100.00
South Korean won (Nov. 30) ......... 1,021.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37699
British pound ........................................ $1.89
Canada (Dollar) ..................................... 1.18
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.27
Egypt (Pound) ........................................ 6.21
Euro ........................................................ $1.32
Hong Kong (Dollar) ................................ 7.77
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 184.61
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 63.36
Israel (Shekel) ......................................... 4.36
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 102.82
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29461
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.73
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 56.11
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ................................ 1.63
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,047.45
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.08
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 39.46
Turkey (Lira) ............................. 1,433,000.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London closing

Gold ................................................... $448.70
Silver ..................................................... $7.66

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.00
Discount rate ......................................... 3.00
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.06
3-month bill ............................................ 2.20
30-year bond .......................................... 4.89
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Q. My Windows screen saver
would always work. All of a sud-
den it quit working. I tried every-
thing I could think of and cannot
make it work. I don’t know what
happened.

The only thing I can think of is
it must have been some automat-
ic update that made it quit work-
ing. I have a Pentium 4-based
computer, with Microsoft Win-
dows XP Home Edition and Ser-
vice Pack 2. Thank you for your
time with this problem,
as I really miss my
screen saver.

— Dick Sommerfeldt,
Tomah, Wis.

A. Screen savers,
which are small pro-
grams with the exten-
sion SCR, date back to a
time when primitive
monitor screens were
susceptible to burn-in, a
phenomenon in which
something displayed for
long periods of time in
the same spot would re-
main as a ghost image
after being removed. Screen sav-
ers kick in and present a chang-
ing display that would prevent
burn-in if it were a problem.

Like you, Mr. S., lots of folks
took a liking to the things, even
though they are not needed these
days.

Currently, many folks encoun-
ter screen-saver glitches after up-
grading to the Service Pack 2 up-
date to Windows XP because
some of the screen savers built in
to Windows were rewritten as
part of this security patch for the
operating system. Even though
you don’t give the name of the
screen saver that you really miss,

you can find and fix whatever it is
after getting a general descrip-
tion about finding and installing
these popular little utilities.

First a warning, and it’s a seri-
ous alarm, indeed. A goodly num-
ber of viruses come disguised as
screen savers, because running a
screen saver executes program
code. Viruses need to trick a vic-
tim into executing a program to
do their mischief.

To find all of the screen savers,
use the Windows Search
tool under the Start
menu and type in the
keyword (ASTER-
ISK).scr and click OK.

You will get a list of all
of the SCR files on the
drive, including the ones
Service Pack 2 had re-
placed plus the new ver-
sions.

To ensure safety from
hackers, right-click on a
SCR file and select Prop-
erties. This brings up a
display that includes a
tab called Version,

which includes the name of the
file’s creator. Make sure it is Mi-
crosoft or some other outfit you
trust. Now look at the top of the
right-click menu for the Test com-
mand, which will run the SCR file
for display only.

Once you find the SCR of your
dreams, look for the Install com-
mand in the same right-click
menu and run it. This will make
the selected file your default
screen saver.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at:
jcoates@tribune.com or via snail mail at
the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435 N.
Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611. Ques-
tions can be answered only through this
column. Add your point of view at:
www.chicagotribune.com/askjim.

D.C. tops nation in women’s pay

Knight Ridder/Tribune

Shopping robots, or “bots,”
offer a convenient method of
comparing prices on products
and finding deals online. But not
all bots are alike.

If you’d like to do some serious
cyberspace shopping during the
holiday season or simply a bit of
Web-style window browsing, try
one of the following sites:

www.botspot.com Gateway to
all types of bots, including shop-

ping bots.
www.mysimon.com Browse

“Top Products” or goods in more
than 20 shopping departments.

www.pricegrabber.com Con-
tains product price comparisons
in variety of categories.

www.pricescan.com Search
for a low price on an item or for
a specific retailer.

www.roboshopper.com Fea-
tures price comparison on prod-
ucts ranging from electronic
goods to pet care.

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,629.87 Dow Jones Industrials 10,475.90 -46.33 -.44 +.21 +5.83
3,654.93 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,650.13 +2.14 +.06 +21.39 +23.25

335.20 245.42 Dow Jones Utilities 330.52 -3.06 -.92 +23.84 +30.74
7,059.90 5,942.32 NYSE Composite 7,032.23 -14.46 -.21 +9.19 +14.39
1,408.46 1,066.28 Amex Index 1,408.78 +1.64 +.12 +20.04 +26.63
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,106.87 +4.90 +.23 +5.17 +5.88
1,188.46 1,035.28 S&P 500 1,178.57 -4.08 -.34 +5.99 +10.13

642.33 548.29 S&P MidCap 639.03 -1.40 -.22 +10.94 +10.98
632.77 515.90 Russell 2000 634.46 +3.30 +.52 +13.93 +14.40

11,670.45 10,098.87 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,609.80 -25.84 -.22 +7.50 +10.88

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 65.90 +.74 +14.1
Armor Holdings ... 28 42.83 +.38 +62.8
Boeing .80 16 53.62 -.40 +27.2
Computer Sciences ... 18 53.21 -.25 +20.3
Engineered Sup Sys .04 23 55.67 +1.72 +1.1
General Dynamics 1.44 19 108.35 +.12 +19.9
General Electric .80 23 35.30 -.14 +13.9
Halliburton .50 ... 40.96 +.25 +57.5
Harris Corp. .48 31 67.15 -.23 +76.9
Allied Signal .75 21 35.59 -.13 +6.5
L-3 Communications .40 22 72.96 +1.05 +42.1
Lockheed Martin 1.00 22 60.05 +.77 +16.8
NorthrpG s .92 20 56.46 +.19 +18.1
Raytheon .80 45 39.86 +.01 +32.7
Rockwell Intl. .66 22 46.82 +.59 +31.5
Sequa Corp. ... 36 59.88 -.87 +22.2
Texas Instruments .10 25 24.57 -.02 -16.4
Textron Inc. 1.40 32 73.00 -.14 +27.9
United Technologies 1.40 18 97.25 +.12 +2.6

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 392783 3.99 +.01
NortelN lf 311075 3.42 +.04
Pfizer 306477 27.33 +.17
Calpine 297651 3.64 +.07
WalMart 248926 53.15 -2.17
GenElec 215617 35.30 -.14
Citigrp 155166 44.96 -.46
TimeWarn 143138 17.82 -.16
Motorola 133788 19.44 +.44
Merck 131976 27.67 -.03

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 921932 39.21 ...
SPDR 584606 117.83 -.47
SemiHTr 149099 33.03 -.22
DJIA Diam 91143 104.47 -.45
iShRs2000 84724 125.95 +.40
BemaGold 74855 3.85 +.19
WheatR g 68577 3.38 -.14
SP Fncl 54022 29.53 -.14
iShJapan 42672 10.39 +.02
RetailHT 37708 98.15 -1.97

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SiriusS 2107918 6.69 +.18
Microsoft 661978 26.77 +.17
Intel 660464 23.06 -.15
SunMicro 582405 5.51 +.25
Cisco 491822 18.94 -.29
Oracle 317618 12.68 +.02
AppleC 303616 68.44 +3.89
ApldMatl 251902 16.94 -.05
JDS Uniph 201247 3.15 -.01
Conexant 162971 2.04 +.21

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.63 -.11 +6.9
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 53.94 -.14 +7.7
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.53 -.06 +7.1
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.93 -.14 +7.5
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.90 -.06 +7.7
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.03 -.03 +3.3
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.94 -.07 +9.0
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.33 -.05 +3.8
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.12 -.04 +3.5
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.51 +.13 +9.8
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.82 -.10 +4.1
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 27.99 -.07 +8.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.39 -.09 +6.7
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.10 -.01 +8.6
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.68 -.01 +5.0
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.54 -.05 +5.5
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 27.75 -.07 +5.9
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.10 +.04 +12.2
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.24 +.06 +9.2
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.53 +.02 +3.5
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.90 -.03 +4.1
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.29 -.01 +2.8
Scudder Funds S: Devel 18.80 ... -.2
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.10 -.02 +7.9

Ask Jim

Jim Coates

‘Bots’ make e-tail easy

Old shelter has new tenants

NEW GLOUCESTER, Maine — The rotting buildings that com-
posed a shelter for mentally retarded people in Maine from 1908 to
1996 has become a base for high-tech research businesses.

Called the Maine School for the Feeble-Minded, Pineland in New
Gloucester has been resurrected by the Libra Foundation, a private
philanthropic foundation created by the wife of the founder of Intel
Corp.

The campus was once an eyesore that wasn’t required to pay
taxes. Now it is the city’s largest taxpayer, bringing in nearly
$300,000 annually to the town.

From The Associated Press

YOUR MONEY

Be cautious when
saving screen saver

BY AMY JOYCE

The Washington Post

The District of Columbia ranks ahead of all 50
states in women’s median wage, according to a new
state-by-state report on the status of women.

Nationally, women are still decades away from
achieving pay equity with men, according to the re-
port. When race is factored in, the wage gap is even
larger and will take women of color longer to close.
The difference among women shows up sharply in the
District, where the median annual salary for black
women is more than $20,000 less than for white
women.

But overall, women who work full time in Washing-
ton come closest to matching men’s salaries, with a
median annual salary of $37,800, 92.4 percent of what
men are paid. The District also led the survey with
49.3 percent of women in managerial or professional
positions.

Nearby, Maryland women’s median income of
$37,200 is 81.4 percent of what men there earn. The
median marks the midpoint of salaries paid, with half
of workers earning above that amount and half below.

Virginia is ranked eighth overall, with its women mak-
ing a median income of $32,400 — 77.9 percent of
what men make. The state ranked 15th in 2002.

Nationally, American women are paid 76 cents for
every dollar men earn, the study of 2001-02 Census
Bureau data found. Two years earlier, it was 72.7
cents on the dollar. If that wage gap continues to close
at its current rate — a little less than 0.5 percent a
year on average over the past 13 years — it will be an-
other 50 years before it disappears, according to the
statistical analysis. Jobs that women do tend to be val-
ued and paid less," said Heidi Hartmann, an econo-
mist and president of the Institute for Women’s Policy
Research, which compiled the study. “It takes time to
overcome people’s idea that women aren’t as commit-
ted to their work. Even when women work the same
jobs as men, they will, in fact, experience discrimina-
tion in pay because of attitudes and expectations.”

Nationally, compared with white men, white
women made 70 cents on the dollar, all women made
less than 68 cents on the dollar, black women made
less than 63 cents on the dollar, and Hispanic women
were paid just slightly more than half of white men’s
median salary, the report said.
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Europe poorer for sticking to beliefs
BY RUSSELL A. BERMAN

M
ajor foreign policy differenc-
es, especially regarding the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
have contributed to the deteri-

oration of relationships between the Unit-
ed States and our traditional allies in West-
ern Europe. There can be no doubt that
some European leaders stonewalled the
Bush administration on Iraq in order to
provide lateral support to the Kerry cam-
paign. With the Bush victory, however, Eu-
rope may choose the wiser path of mend-
ing fences with Washington.

Yet an anti-American spirit has been un-
leashed in the European street, and it will
be difficult to tame, not only because of for-
eign policy but also because of economics.
Poor economic performance in Europe
feeds a politics of resentment, and the
scapegoat has been the United States.

In 2000, the European Union launched
the ambitious Lisbon process, a reform
agenda enabling the EU to become “the
most competitive and dynamic, knowl-
edge-based economy in the world, capable
of sustainable economic growth, creating
more and better jobs and greater social co-

hesion” by the year 2010. Lisbon was also
a declaration of competition with the Unit-
ed States for global economic primacy. A
high-level commission headed by former
Dutch Prime Minister Wim Koks recently
determined, however, that European eco-
nomic performance was deeply disappoint-
ing. The gap with the United States has
been growing larger, and the Lisbon goals
are further away than ever.

Third-quarter growth in the United
States was reported at 3.7 percent, a figure
eliciting disappointment because it was
lower than some had expected. Compare
this, however, with the euro economies,
where growth in 2004 may only reach 1.8
percent and is predicted to climb at most
to a breathtaking 1.9 percent in 2005. Why
is growth so slow? The Koks report blames
politicians for failing to carry out neces-
sary reforms.

The inability to reform — in the labor
market, in impediments to trade, and in
the social welfare network — is precisely
where the problem of anti-Americanism
enters. Efforts to deregulate and liberalize
the economy are easily tagged with nega-
tive labels: French pundits denounce them
as “Anglo-Saxon”; German politicians

shun them as the feared “American condi-
tions.” Although Europe urgently needs
structural reform, it hides behind the
smoke screen of anti-Americanism, which
is really anti-capitalism. Rejecting Ameri-
ca because of capitalism, however, means
repressing the European tradition of
free-market thinkers from Adam Smith to
Friedrich von Hayek.

Many Europeans believe that their slow
economy is the price they must pay for
their elaborate welfare state. This, howev-
er, turns out to be an illusion. A recent
study by the Austrian Labor Council
shows that the portion of GDP devoted to
the social safety net is greater in the Unit-
ed States than it is in Europe; although Eu-
ropean states generously pay out more in
welfare benefits, they take much more
back through higher tax rates.

At the end of the day, anti-Americanism
as a block to economic reform inhibits Eu-
ropean prosperity. The more Europeans
demonstrate, the farther they fall behind.
Goodbye to Lisbon.

Russell A. Berman is a senior fellow at the
Stanford, Calif.-based Hoover Institution and
the Walter A. Haas Professor in the Humanities
at Stanford University. He is the author of
“Anti-Americanism in Europe: A Cultural Problem.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION
Arafat legacy not yet realized

There is no doubt in my mind that all
nations have a right to self-determination
and, therefore, the Palestinians have a
right to an independent state.

The perpetuation of violence in the
Middle East needs to end, and a peaceful
solution needs to be found. Yasser Arafat
will go down in history as a great leader
who, despite all the attempts to deter him
from his life’s purpose of creating a legiti-
mate, independent Palestinian state, will
not have worked in vain. He now will be
immortalized as an icon for an indepen-
dent Palestinian state for future genera-
tions.

Arafat did not live to see the promised
land, but his spirit will reside within its
creation forever. No amount of force in
the world can stop what our Creator has
ordained. Look at South Africa: Despite
all the odds, Africans liberated them-
selves with the support of their interna-
tional allies. Nelson Mandela named
Arafat as being one of his closest allies,
out of millions who protested against
apartheid in South Africa.

Civil society once again has a role to
galvanize ethical consumerism to speed
up the peace process, until Israel imple-
ments real changes needed to bring
peace to the Middle East. The use of mili-
tary force and suicide bombings has not
succeeded so far on either side and out-
side manipulation fueled by greed and
power on behalf of the United Nations
has only made matters worse.

An eye-for-an-eye approach only leads
to blindness. And, as we all know, David

slew Goliath with a slingshot.

The way forward is around the negoti-
ating table armed with a commitment to
an equitable peace settlement. Let’s face
it, it is inevitable; the only uncertainty is
when. The spiteful reaction by Israel to
forbid Arafat’s burial in Jerusalem was
petty, for his spirit is free to roam, tran-
scending Israeli border controls.

May Yasser Arafat rest in peace know-
ing that his work to see an independent
Palestine will be achieved in our Cre-
ator’s time.

Cpl. Mike Curt

Futenma Marine Corps
Air Station, Okinawa

Don’t ‘bribe’ Navy officers

The Navy’s recent senior surface warfare
officer critical skills retention bonus is
being used to entice surface warfare offic-
ers to fill critical billets at sea and overseas.
The Navy is going in the wrong direction on
keeping top-quality officers in senior leader-
ship positions at sea.

The billets listed seem to include the ma-
jority of the sea duty billets for the 0-5/0-6
surface warfare officers. It would benefit
the Navy more to look at other ways to en-
tice senior officers to command at sea and
make this duty more desirable, rather than
trying to “bribe” them with financial incen-
tives and bonuses.

The Navy should look at other factors
such as morale, command climate and work
environment issues, which I believe are a
major factor in why few senior officers de-
cline command at sea.

One thing that makes the Navy different
from the civilian job market is that we are
serving our country and not necessarily just
working for a paycheck. Navy leaders today
are running the Navy like a corporation or
as just another Fortune 500 company in-
stead of viewing naval service as a unique
and special calling that, at times, requires
sacrifice.

Financial incentives and bonuses will not
solve the problem of making leadership at
sea a desirable goal. Improving morale and
looking for the reasons why the Navy can’t
fill senior SWO command billets at sea is
the answer to solving these manning prob-
lems.

Bernard Michael Burawski,
U.S. Navy retired

Altamonte Springs, Fla.
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

T
he horse manure is piled higher
than ever, and it stinks to high heav-
en.

But despite all the evidence to
the contrary, many of us still think there

must be a pony in there
somewhere.

The lingering support
for the United Nations
among Americans is a
triumph of hope over ex-
perience. The U.N. was
(largely) the brainchild
of American liberals,
who thought that if only
the nations of the world
had a place where they
could talk out their dif-
ferences, we could put
an end to war and all

sorts of other bad stuff.
This didn’t work so well with the League

of Nations, founded after World War I to end
all wars, but learning from experience is not
something liberals do much of.

It wasn’t long before our creation bit us in
the tush.

We want the United Nations to promote
world peace. But for most of the U.N.’s mem-
bers today, the primary purpose of the orga-
nization is to place shackles on American
power.

When a nation is as powerful as ours, it’s
understandable that the Lilliputians would
feel that they have a common interest in re-
straining Gulliver. What isn’t so understand-
able is why the United States should contin-
ue to host, and (largely) pay for, an organiza-
tion that has made frustrating us its raison
d’être.

Most of us would put up with a lot of frus-
tration if it would lead to less violence, hun-
ger, poverty and disease in the world. But
the U.N. today doesn’t do what we imagined
it would do back in those heady, idealistic

days at Dumbarton Oaks.
Consider the U.N.’s role in resolving the

current political crisis in Ukraine. What
role, you ask? Precisely.

Tens of thousands of African villagers in
the Darfur region of Sudan are being mur-
dered by Arabs, with the complicity of the
Sudanese government. What is the U.N.
doing about it? Just what it is doing to re-
solve the political crisis in the Ukraine.

But it could be said that the Ukrainians
and the Sudanese in Darfur are more fortu-
nate than those poor souls who have re-
ceived U.N. “help” in the past. U.N. peace-
keepers idly watched genocide in Rwanda,
and actually facilitated it in Bosnia. U.N.
peacekeepers in the Congo are known best
for sexually molesting women under their
“protection.”

The U.N.’s Oil for Food program has be-
come the biggest financial scandal in the his-
tory of the world. With the complicity of
U.N. officials — including the son of U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan — Saddam
Hussein took at least $21 billion that was
meant to provide food and medicine for poor
Iraqis and spent it on palaces, weapons, re-
wards for terrorists and bribes for Security
Council members France, Germany and
Russia.

Oil for Food is the mother of all U.N. finan-
cial scandals, but is hardly the first. In a
1995 paper, Stefan Halper of the Cato Insti-
tute described the organization as “a mias-
ma of corruption.” Former U.N. aid workers
Kenneth Cain, Heidi Postlewait and Andrew
Thomson describe how the U.N. “helps” peo-
ple in their book “Emergency Sex and Other
Desperate Measures.” With the United Na-
tions, the difficulty is not in finding corrup-
tion; it’s finding a U.N. program that isn’t
awash in it.

Hope is losing ground to experience. In a
recent poll, 60 percent of Americans said the
U.N. is doing “a poor job.”

Annan is aware he has a public relations
problem. He appointed a commission of big
shots to recommend reforms. The High
Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and
Change will make its report Thursday.

The panel will say that the U.N. must con-
demn all terror attacks on civilians or lose
its moral authority, the London Telegraph
said Monday.

This won’t sit well with the kleptocrats
who control the General Assembly. They’ve
blocked for years a comprehensive U.N. con-
vention on terrorism on the grounds that it
should exclude groups fighting “occupa-
tion” or “colonialism,” and likely will do so
again.

We shouldn’t stand for it. If the U.N. con-

tinues to turn its back on reform, we should
turn our backs to it.

We hold the high cards. The U.N. cannot
survive without our financial contribution
(22 percent of its total budget). And few in
the U.N. bureaucracy would relish relin-
quishing the ambience of New York for the
delights of, say, Zimbabwe.

A U.N. that actually would promote liber-
ty, democracy and human rights would be
eminently worthwhile. But no U.N. at all
would be an improvement over the one
we’ve got now.

Jack Kelly is the national affairs writer for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)
Blade. A former Marine and Green Beret, he was a
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force in the
Reagan administration. His column appears weekly
in Stars and Stripes.

W
hen President Bush met the
leaders of 20 Asian and Pacific
nations last week, he wanted to
talk about North Korea and

Iran. But those nations had another security
crisis on their minds —
the fall of the dollar.

The dollar is now
down to nine-year lows
and there are jitters
about a financial crisis.
If foreign lenders lose
confidence, they could
trigger a freefall col-
lapse of the dollar. As
the cost of imports
rise, inflation could
jump. And interest
rates for banks and
home buyers would

soar as investors demand a higher return for
their greater risk.

That scenario is probably overdrawn. But
the dollar’s drop reflects the belief that the
American economy is not healthy.

The signs of illness are two huge and grow-
ing imbalances — the federal budget deficit
and the current account deficit, the shortfall
between what America takes in from the
world through trade and investment and
what it spends. In 1990 the global balance
stood at zero. Now the United States is $665
billion in the hole.

President Bush made soothing noises at
the Asian Pacific economic summit about
the commitment to a “strong dollar.” But in-
vestors correctly read the signals that the ac-
tual policy is to let markets drive down the
value of the dollar in an orderly way.

The administration sees dollar devalua-
tion as a way to correct a global imbalance.
It will make American exports cheaper and

more competitive and imports more expen-
sive for American consumers. They are con-
fident the United States remains an attrac-
tive place for the world to park its money.

Those currencies that trade freely (the
euro, Canadian dollar, British pound and,
lately, the Japanese yen) have gone up rapid-
ly in value against the dollar in the last few
weeks. The one major trading partner that
has escaped so far is China, whose currency
is fixed to the value of the dollar. The Chi-
nese want to keep their exports cheap but
American pressure may force a small revalu-
ation of its currency.

Our trading partners are unhappy about
the dollar’s slide. But this is needed correc-
tion. The danger is the fall will encourage
countries to reduce their dollar holdings,
shifting to euros, gold or Japanese stocks

whose value has been rising.
The problem for the United States is that

those dollars are now financing our huge
budget deficit, which will hit $450 billion
this year. The administration has been un-
willing to ask Americans to pay for the war
on terror and the war in Iraq.

The twin deficits are driven in part by the
growing difference between what Ameri-
cans spend and what they earn. American
savings — both household, corporate and, of
course, government savings — have deterio-
rated greatly in the last five years. Instead
we borrow money abroad. …

The Chinese, emboldened by the reality
that we depend on their dollars, now happily
lecture us on our profligate ways. …

It is true that Americans consume more
than they produce. But we can keep doing it,

up to a point, because the folks we import
from (mostly, but not entirely, in Asia) are
happy to produce more than they consume
and to lend us money to buy their stuff.

“We are stuck with each other — they are
the lenders of last resort and we are the con-
sumers of last resort,” says Robert Madsen,
senior fellow at MIT’s Center for Internation-
al Studies and an expert on Asian econo-
mies. “If they stopped lending we would
have a lot of trouble. If we stopped consum-
ing, they would go into recession.” …

Ultimately America needs to reduce a dan-
gerous dependency on foreign lenders. The
only way to do that is to save more and to
pay for what we spend on our ourselves and
our government.

Daniel Sneider is foreign affairs columnist
for the San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News.

Until U.S. pays as it goes, dollar will keep dropping

Jack Kelly

Daniel Sneider

U.S. pays for U.N.’s mistakes in many ways

OPINION
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People skate on an ice rink as the

Ferry Building stands in the

background at dusk in downtown

San Francisco.

Wolf hunts resume

AK
FAIRBANKS — State
officials have begun

issuing permits for aerial
hunters to kill wolves in
parts of Alaska in an effort
to boost moose and caribou
populations.

The first pilot-gunner
teams killed four wolves
after the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game
began issuing the
permits.

Officials want to cull about 500
wolves in various parts of the
state to control their numbers this
winter. Alaska’s wolf population
is estimated at 8,000 to 11,000 and
hunters and trappers kill an aver-
age of 1,500 a year, officials said.

Firefighter accused

FL
JACKSONVILLE — A fire-
fighter was charged with

plotting to entrap his chief in a
phony rape scheme so his friend
could replace him, officials said.

Edward Colleton, 38, was
charged with conspiring to com-
mit official misconduct and crimi-
nal solicitation. He was jailed on
$250,000 bail.

Police said Colleton tried to con-
vince a former fire department
employee to entice District Fire
Chief Alonzo McQueen to have
sex with her, then report she had
been raped.

The woman instead revealed
the plot to police.

Prison party restricted

NH
CONCORD — There will
be no family holiday party

this year for prison inmates who
don’t have young children.

In the past, inmates at some
prisons were allowed to invite
family members for a cold-cut
buffet, a gift exchange and photos
with Santa.

Department of Corrections
Commissioner Stephen Curry has
restricted parties this year to in-
mates with children younger than
18.

Corrections spokesman Jeff
Lyons said the issue is money.

ACLU supports site

VA
RICHMOND — The Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union

filed court papers in support of a
New York man who runs a Web
site critical of the Rev. Jerry Fal-
well.

The Virginia and national
ACLU filed a friend-of-the-court
brief in the Richmond-based 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
support of Christopher Lamparel-
lo, who runs the Web site fall-

well.com.
Falwell, a religious broadcaster

based in Lynchburg, sued Lam-
parello last year in federal court
in Alexandria, arguing that Lam-
parello violated federal trade-
mark law by using a common mis-
spelling of Falwell’s name as a do-
main name.

U.S. District Judge Claude Hil-
ton ruled in favor of Falwell, say-
ing the domain name was “nearly
identical” to the registered trade-
mark “Jerry Falwell” name and
was likely to confuse Web surf-
ers.

‘Reverse 911’ bought

TX
AUSTIN — Emergency
personnel in Central

Texas counties will soon be able
to call and notify residents of an

emergency.
Using a $200,000 grant from

Homeland Security Department,
the Capital Area Council of Gov-
ernments has bought computer
equipment and phone lines for a
system often called “reverse 911”
that allows emergency personnel
to call residents and play a record-
ed message with instructions in
the event of an emergency.

Austin and Round Rock al-
ready have the system, which
does not ring cell phones.

Council employees said they
hope to have the system opera-
tional within 12 weeks in Travis,
Williamson, Hays, Bastrop, Blan-
co, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Lee
and Llano counties.

Restaurateurs charged

NY
NEW YORK — Six restau-
rant operators — includ-

ing the owner of a pricey Italian
restaurant in Manhattan — have
been charged with offering
bribes to agents posing as health
inspectors, authorities said.

Campagnola Restaurant on
First Avenue, where a meal can
cost up to $80 per person, was
among the restaurants cited in
the Department of Investigation
sting. The restaurant’s owner, Sal-
vatore Lombardi, 43, allegedly of-
fered agents $250 to overlook vio-
lations including uncovered meat
dripping blood onto the floor, the

DOI said.
He and the own-

ers of five other es-
tablishments in
Manhattan, Brook-

lyn and Queens had
been arraigned on
charges of felony brib-
ery and could face up to

seven years in prison if
convicted, said Emily

Gest, a DOI spokeswoman.
The DOI said the largest

bribe offered was at Ever-
fresh Joy, where an agent

was allegedly offered $600 after
finding meat thawing among
dirty dishes in a sink.

Man kills wife, self

FL
LAKELAND — A man
killed his estranged wife,

then shot himself in the head in
front of his three young daugh-
ters and sheriff’s deputies.

Raymond Gans, 27, died a day
after turning the gun on himself.
The shooting occurred at a road-
block as the deputies approached
a van where Gans sat with 3-
year-old twins Jordyn and
Meikayala, and 1-year-old Bailee.

Gans was trying to flee after
killing his wife, authorities said.

The body of Jennifer Jill Gans,
25, was found in a box of her be-
longings she had tried to retrieve
from the home of Raymond Gans’
parents, where he had been stay-
ing.

Youths arrested

PA
READING — Some juve-
niles believed to be mem-

bers of an international gang
have been arrested for minor of-
fenses in Reading, police Chief
Charles R. Broad said, leading to
concern that they may commit
more serious crimes.

Recent reports of gunshots
near Reading High School and an
increase in after-school fights
there may be linked to the gang
known as Mara Salvatrucha,
Broad said. He added that gangs
that have been around Reading
for a longer time commit crimes
recklessly in an effort to prove
themselves, but he said Mara Sal-
vatrucha is more organized.

Chicks take flight

AZ
GRAND CANYON NA-
TIONAL PARK — Two

California condor chicks that
were hatched in the wild have suc-
cessfully taken their inaugural
flights, officials said.

This is the second straight year
that California condors have
hatched and flown since the birds
were reintroduced into the wild
in Arizona.

Condors, the largest birds in
North America with a wingspan
of about 9 feet, were driven to
near extinction in the 1980s.

Kentucky ‘unbridled’

KY
SIMPSONVILLE — “Ken-
tucky: Unbridled Spirit” is

the state’s new name brand.
It was selected from four final-

ists in Gov. Ernie Fletcher’s quest
to give the state a fresher market-
ing slogan. The brand will be seen
on government signs, stationery,
souvenirs and state advertising.

Fletcher said after the an-
nouncement the new slogan was a
good choice and one that he voted
for personally.

Kentucky residents and nonres-
idents were asked to vote on the
state’s new image.

Justin Randall, 9, is hit with a pile

of snow by Dee Dee Lee while

taking part in a snowball fight in Burlington, Iowa.

Children play with leaves in Fort Smith,

Ark. From left are J’Lisa Thompson, 10,

Brianna Thompson, 6, Maggie West, 8, and Ariel Mosley, 4.

Sunset ice skating

Snow pie in the face

Mall Santa Joe Kutnyak

encounters a crying

6-month-old Madisynn Templeton at Westfield Shoppingtown in

Vancouver, Wash.

It’s a leaf party!

Not in the Christmas cheer
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Shealena West cheers on the

Alaska-Anchorage basketball

team during a Great Alaska Shootout game against Furman in Anchor-

age, Alaska.

Elevator death

NY
NEW YORK — A
76-year-old man about to

leave for a vacation in the Carib-
bean died when he fell down an el-
evator shaft in his Manhattan
apartment building, police said.

Edward Helig and his wife
were riding the building’s freight
elevator with their luggage when
the elevator stalled between the
14th and 15th floors at about 3
p.m. Sunday, police said.

Helig tried to step out onto the
14th floor but slipped into the
shaft instead.

It appeared the elevator stalled
because the safety gate had not
been closed properly, she said.

Home blast injures 2

TX
SAN ANTONIO — An ex-
plosion at a Central Texas

home has injured two people, au-
thorities say.

The victims were airlifted from
the New Braunfels area to Brooke
Army Medical Center following
the blast. They sustained second-
and third-degree burns over 30
percent to 50 percent of their bod-
ies. Their names have not been re-
leased.

Neighbors had reported smell-
ing propane in the area recently,
New Braunfels Fire Department
battalion chief Frank Gonzales
told the online edition of the San
Antonio Express-News.

Cargo trains collide

FL
RICHLAND — Two cargo
trains collided head-on in

west-central Florida, killing one
person and injuring three others,
authorities said.

About 10 cars derailed after the
collision in Richland, about 25
miles northeast of Tampa, said
Kevin Doll, a spokesman for the
Pasco County Sheriff’s office.

Officials did not immediately
know what caused the accident.

Kids enforce speed limit

MO
LEE’S SUMMIT — Po-
lice officer Jim Doiron is

enlisting the help of Prairie View
Elementary School students to
catch people driving over the
speed limit. Students at the subur-
ban Kansas City school use radar
guns on oncoming traffic to catch
speeders. State and local traffic
safety officials say they don’t
know of any similar programs.

Stealing from the poor

PA
ALLENTOWN — A
gun-wielding robber

swiped a Salvation Army kettle
from the front of a supermarket,
police said.

Jerlene Howard said that she
was ringing her bell to summon
shoppers to her kettle in front of
Ahart’s Market when a man,
wearing a scarf over his face, ap-
proached with something other
than charity on his mind.

“He pulled up in a burgundy
car and got out and told me to
give him the kettle,” Howard
said. He “had a gun and he told
me not to say anything,” she said.

Howard said her kettle was
“kind of heavy,” but she didn’t
know exactly how much money
was inside.

Ammonia spill at plant

IA
WEST LIBERTY — Fumes
from an ammonia spill at

an eastern Iowa meat processing
plant Sunday forced the evacua-
tion of a three-block area sur-
rounding the plant and made at
least five residents ill.

Fire Chief Curt Newcomb said
residents from around the West
Liberty Foods plant were taken to
an Iowa City hospital, but he did
not know the severity of the inju-
ries.

The spill at the plant, which em-
ploys more than 1,100 workers,
was blamed on a mechanical fail-
ure in a refrigeration unit, accord-
ing to a statement from Gerald
Lessard, vice president of opera-
tions.

The failure was repaired and
no meat products were affected,
the statement said.

Deportation confusion

OR
PORTLAND — A
27-year-old woman from

South Africa, who was ordered de-
ported after her American hus-
band died in a car crash, is volun-
tarily returning to her country to
tend to her sick father, further
confusing an already entangled
immigration battle.

Carla Arabella Freeman was
handcuffed, shackled and or-
dered deported at her immigra-
tion hearing in Portland in May,
after immigration authorities dis-
covered that she had been mar-
ried to her husband for only 11
months.

Under immigration law, for-
eign nationals who are married to
U.S. citizens for less than two
years automatically lose their
right to permanent residence
upon their spouses’ death.

At least 25 others — almost all
widows — are currently em-
broiled in similar deportation pro-
ceedings.

Domestic violence laws

NC
RALEIGH — Victims of
domestic violence will

have more protection from the
courts when sweeping changes to
state law take effect. New domes-
tic violence provisions create a
new crime of assault by strangula-
tion, now a felony. It used to be a
misdemeanor. The strangulation
offense could bring up to two
years in prison for an offender, po-
tentially preventing more attacks
in the same relationship, activists
said.

Drive-by kills 7-year-old

MI
DETROIT — A drive-by
gunman fired into a house,

killing a 7-year-old girl who was
sitting on a couch, police said.

A 38-year-old man was arrest-
ed after the shooting.

Family members identified the
victim as Diva White. “She never
had a chance to enjoy life or
spread the love that I know she
was going to spread to everyone,”
said her uncle, Immanuel
Daniels.

The girl’s grandmother was
home at the time.

Police say the suspect told a
friend that he had carried out a
drive-by shooting and the friend
called police, leading to the ar-
rest.

Stories and photos from wire services

Sunny Garcia of Hawaii shreds the lip to win the Vans Hawaiian Pro in

Haleiwa, Hawaii.

Diego Briseno rides a plastic

skimmer down a snow-covered

hill in Cloudcroft, N.M.

A motorist drives down Sheep Creek Road in Phelan, Calif., as clouds

cover a full moon. Mother Nature slowed traffic in the Phelan and Wright-

wood area, as well as the nearby Interstate 15 through the Cajon Pass.

Hold on!

Competitive surfing

Animated school spirit

A gloomy ride home
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AFRTS Television Schedule
Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/

(AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-EUROPE) (AFN-KOREA) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-SPORTS) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-PACIFIC)
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2004

Stanley Stanley loses a race.

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Between the Lions “Treats!”

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles “Food”

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues Pretend jobs.

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House “The Wedding”

Pokémon “Hoenn Alone”

Yu-Gi-Oh! (Part 2 of 2)

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Rocket Power

SpongeBob SquarePants

Rugrats

Even Stevens “After Hours”

Kenan & Kel

Gilmore Girls “Hammers and
Veils” (Part 2 of 2)

Degrassi: Next

Degrassi: Next

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “A Deli-
cate Balance”

Movie “Dying to Dance”
(2000, Drama) Kimberly McCul-
lough. Anorexia destroys a
young ballet dancer’s career.

(10:48) Movie ((( “Arlington
Road” (1999) Jeff Bridges. A
professor learns his new neigh-
bors have a sinister agenda.

Movie (( “Never Been
Kissed” (1999, Comedy) Drew
Barrymore, David Arquette.

(:42) Movie ((* “First
Knight” (1995, Adventure)
Sean Connery, Richard Gere,
Julia Ormond. The evil Mala-
gant threatens the peace of
Camelot.
Inside the Actors Studio
William H. Macy.

Coming Attractions

Entertainment Tonight

Movie ((( “Erin Brock-
ovich” (2000, Drama) Julia
Roberts, Albert Finney. A
woman probes a power compa-
ny cover-up over poisoned wa-
ter.
(:18) Movie ((( “RKO 281”
(1999, Drama) Liev Schreiber,
James Cromwell.

Movie ((( “Airplane!”
(1980, Comedy) Robert Hays.

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today Tom Brokaw; Heidi
Klum; Today’s Holiday Kitchen.

Sylvester & Tweety

Buzz Lightyear of Star

The Fairly OddParents

My Life as a Teenage Robot

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

The Parkers

Arrested Development

America’s Next Top Model

Las Vegas “The Big Bang”

Headline News

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

The Parkers

Arrested Development

America’s Next Top Model

Las Vegas “The Big Bang”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Today Tom Brokaw; Heidi
Klum; Today’s Holiday Kitchen.

Nightline

Nightly Business Report

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

CNN Daybreak

Good Morning America

Headline News

Channel One

The Early Show

FOX News

FOX News

FOX News

Headline News

Inside Politics

Headline News

Lester Holt Live

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced.

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced.

SportsCenter

NFL’s Greatest Moments

SportsCenter

College Basketball Maryland
at Wisconsin. (Live)

ESPNews

NBA Inside Stuff

NBA Fastbreak

The Hot List

The Hot List

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

30-Minute Meals

Food 911

Sensible Chic

Fashion File

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “Long Live the
Queen”

Ally McBeal “I Will Survive”

Any Day Now “Children Are
the Most Important Thing”

ER “The Letter”

Law & Order “Disappeared”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

The Amazing Race

Christmas in Rockefeller
Center

Discovery Specials: Natural
Wonders (Part 1 of 2)

Friends

Seinfeld “The Andrea Doria”

The Daily Show

Blind Date

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

The Parkers

Arrested Development

America’s Next Top Model

Las Vegas “The Big Bang”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Today Tom Brokaw; Heidi
Klum; Today’s Holiday Kitchen.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2004

Hey Arnold!

Rocket Power

SpongeBob SquarePants

Rugrats

Even Stevens “After Hours”

Kenan & Kel

Gilmore Girls “Hammers and
Veils” (Part 2 of 2)

Degrassi: Next

Degrassi: Next

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

The Wiggles

Dora the Explorer

Stanley “Hippo Helpers”

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Between the Lions (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley “A Whale of a Song”

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles

Dragon Tales (EI)

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Nature”

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House “The Wedding”

Pokémon The city of Hoenn.

Yu-Gi-Oh! “Mime Control”

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Rocket Power

SpongeBob SquarePants

Rugrats

That’s So Raven

All That

7th Heaven “It’s Not Always
About You”

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

Sabrina, the Teenage Witch

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “The
Road Home” (Part 1 of 2)

(11:00) Movie “Airplane!”

(:43) Movie (( “Dance With
Me” (1998, Drama) Vanessa L.
Williams, Chayanne. A Cuban
discovers his dancing ability at
a U.S. dance club.

Movie ((( “Erin Brock-
ovich” (2000, Drama) Julia
Roberts, Albert Finney. A
woman probes a power compa-
ny cover-up over poisoned wa-
ter.
(:18) Movie ((( “RKO 281”
(1999, Drama) Liev Schreiber,
James Cromwell.

Inside the Actors Studio
William H. Macy.

Coming Attractions

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (* “Changes” (1991)
Cheryl Ladd, Michael Nouri. A
top TV correspondent falls in
love with a heart surgeon.

(10:48) Movie (((* “Ab-
sence of Malice” (1981, Dra-
ma) Paul Newman, Sally Field,
Melinda Dillon.

Movie ((* “Prelude to a
Kiss” (1992) Alec Baldwin. A
stranger’s kiss has deep reper-
cussions for two newlyweds.

(2:48) Movie ((( “Gorillas
in the Mist” (1988) Sigourney
Weaver. Based on the life of
anthropologist Dian Fossey.

Scream Play

Ebert-Movies

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (( “John Q” (2002)
Denzel Washington, Robert Du-
vall. A father resorts to violence
to obtain a heart for his son.

(:11) Movie ((( “Titan A.E.”
(2000, Science Fiction) Voices
of Matt Damon, Drew Barry-
more, Bill Pullman.

Movie ((* “Aldrich Ames:
Traitor Within” (1998)

(11:30) Late Show

Access Hollywood

Sports

Headline News

ESPNews

Headline News

Headline News

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) The View

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today Kathie Lee Gifford.

Legend of Tarzan

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

In the Mix Teens meet again
after the war.

Headline News

Destinations

AFN Evening News

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace “Fanilow”

The Apprentice

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Paper or Plastic?”

Headline News

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) The View

(:13) General Hospital

60 Minutes

Rocko’s Modern Life

In the Mix “Iraq Unplugged”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace “Fanilow”

The Apprentice

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Paper or Plastic?”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Today Kathie Lee Gifford.

Headline News

NBC Nightly News

ABC World News Tonight

CBS Evening News

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Hannity & Colmes

The NewsHour With Jim
Lehrer

Lou Dobbs Tonight

Larry King Live

NewsNight With Aaron Brown

BET Nightly News

Tavis Smiley

Nightline

Nightly Business Report

Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

60 Minutes

Good Morning America

Headline News

Channel One

The Early Show

FOX News

60 Minutes

FOX News

Headline News

Inside Politics

Air Force TV News

Lester Holt Live

SportsCenter

College Basketball Wake For-
est at Illinois. (Live)

College Basketball North Car-
olina at Indiana. (Live)

SportsCenter

(:11) ESPNews

NFL Live

NFL Game of the Week

SportsCenter

College Basketball Ohio State
at Clemson. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball Virginia at
Northwestern. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball North Car-
olina at Indiana.

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

NBA Fastbreak

Inside the NFL

The Hot List

NFL Live

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

Late Night

The Amazing Race

Christmas in Rockefeller
Center

Friends

Seinfeld “The Andrea Doria”

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Low Carb & Lovin It

Design on a Dime

Style Star

E! News Live

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “Womb Raider”

Ally McBeal

Any Day Now “It’s Not Just a
Word” (Part 1 of 2)

ER “On the Beach”

Law & Order “Burden”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

Summerland “The Grass is
Greener Than You Think”

The Practice Bobby feels torn
about his client.

48 Hours Mystery

Friends

Seinfeld “The Little Jerry”

The Daily Show

Blind Date

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Boohbah (EI)

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

NBC Nightly News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) The View

(:13) General Hospital

Legend of Tarzan

Aaahh! Real Monsters

Sabrina, the Animated Series

In the Mix “Iraq Unplugged”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

Two and a Half Men

Will & Grace “Fanilow”

The Apprentice

CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion “Paper or Plastic?”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show

Late Show

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Today Kathie Lee Gifford.
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House of Blues opens in Cleveland

Jim Belushi and Dan Aykroyd arrived on Harley mo-
torcycles and also hammed it up with a performance of
“Sweet Home Chicago” at the opening of the newest
House of Blues in a renovated storefront in Cleveland.

More than 2,000 people turned out for Sunday night’s
gala opening. Belushi and Aykroyd arrived wearing
black leather coats and escorted Mayor Jane Campbell
into the concert and restaurant complex. They also per-
formed as the Blues Brothers, wearing black suits, white
shirts, black ties and black fedoras, for the evening’s fina-
le, opening their set with “Sweet Home Chicago.”

The club has a 1,200-seat performance hall, a 300-seat
restaurant and six bars.

Aykroyd is a board member of the House of Blues,
which also operates clubs in seven other cities. Belushi’s
brother, John, was a co-founder of the Blues Brothers.

‘Wind’ is tops in British film poll

“Gone With the Wind,” the American Civil War saga
starring Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh, is the
most-watched movie in British history, according to the
British Film Institute.

Some 35 million people have seen “Gone With the
Wind” since its release in Britain in 1940, according to a
tally of movie ticket sales, the institute said Sunday.

“The Sound of Music” is in the No. 2 spot with an esti-
mated 30 million tickets sold since its release in 1965, fol-
lowed by “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” released
in 1938 and seen by 28 million people, and George Lucas’
“Star Wars,” released in Britain in 1978, with 20.7 million
tickets sold.

One-third of the films in the top 100 are British, led by
the 1948 romantic comedy, “Spring in Park Lane,” which
is in fifth place with 20.5 million tickets sold.

Spielberg’s ‘Worlds’ to shoot in Virginia

Scenes for the Martian-invasion film “War of the
Worlds,” directed by Steven Spielberg and starring Tom
Cruise, will be shot in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley, ac-
cording to an area tourism official.

Jean Clark, tourism director for the Rockbridge Coun-
ty area, said she doesn’t know exact-
ly when or where the movie will be
shot in the valley. But, “I know
they’re shooting something,” she
said.

Clark expects filming in the area
will wrap up before the year’s end.

Movie publicist Deborah Wuliger
said filming is now taking place in
New Jersey, and industry publica-
tion Variety reported that Spielberg
is also shooting scenes in upstate
New York.

Paramount Pictures and Dream-
Works are financing the movie, a
modern version of the H.G. Wells novel. It is scheduled
for release next summer.

Magician Penn marries girlfriend

Magician Penn Jillette married his girlfriend during
an impromptu ceremony at a Las Vegas wedding chapel,
his spokesman said Monday.

Jillette, 49, the speaking half of the Penn & Teller duo,
tied the knot with Emily Zolten, 38, a television producer
on Nov. 23, according to the marriage license.

Country singer pleads guilty

Mindy McCready, who had a No. 1 hit in 1996 with
“Guys Do It All the Time,” pleaded guilty Monday to pur-
chasing painkillers with a false prescription.

The country singer was fined $4,000, sentenced to
three years of supervised probation and ordered to per-
form 200 hours of community service.

McCready, who turned 28 Tuesday, was accused of
fraudulently obtaining OxyContin at a Brentwood, Tenn.,
pharmacy in February.

Stories and photos from the Associated Press

Spielberg

BY LUAINE LEE

Scripps Howard News Service

C
omedienne Elayne Boosler says she finally fig-
ured out the trick to being funny.

“It took me 25 years to find out, ‘Oh, I’ve finally
hit the spot, the Zen spot where I can’t fail,’ ” she

says.
“It’s very interesting. For 25 years, I could’ve had a few

errors and been benched. I didn’t have this formula for kid-
ding, this little spot that no matter what it
is, I know they got the show. There’s just a
spot.”

Though Boosler knew she had a cock-
eyed way of viewing the world, she wasn’t
always good at expressing it through her
comedy.

“I never thought … that I couldn’t do it.
The 25 years it was just more of a roller
coaster. Now it’s like being Teflon. I never
had bad shows, but it took more work. Now
it’s just, ‘C’mon, let it fly!’ ”

Boosler plies that expertise in her latest
job as the antic host of PAX TV’s game
show, “Balderdash.”

She corrals three celebrity comics who
feed phony answers to two contestants.
The winner is the combatant who doesn’t
buy the balderdash.

The show is a means to an end for Boos-
ler, the end always being standup.

“Nothing has been as much fun as stand-
up and this (show) comes close, because
it’s literally like hanging out with comedians after the show
in a coffee shop, because it’s unscripted. It’s so spontane-
ous, and that’s what I love about it,” she says.

Boosler, 52, claims she wasn’t a class cut-up at school be-
cause she was a class cut-out.

“I probably would’ve gotten in trouble at school if I’d
gone, but I wisely stayed out. I think one time I got a report
card, and it had how many days absent. It said, ‘One hun-

dred and four days absent.’ So I erased the 100 and made it
four. My dad said, ‘You were absent four days? You’re
going to be in big trouble.’ I thought, ‘Oh, dear.’

“In those days they had what was called a general diplo-
ma as opposed to an academic diploma. It means they saw
you once or twice. ‘We need the seat.’ That’s what I got.”

When she struck out on her own at 18, she thought she
might be a singer.

But comedian Andy Kaufman scotched that idea. He en-
couraged her to go on stage one night and “just talk.” She

tried it and has been doing that ever since.
She credits Kaufman “the love of my

life, my guru, my teacher, my every-
thing,” with giving her the confidence to
go on. She and Kaufman lived together for
three years and remained good friends af-
terward.

“Somehow he showed up at every club
at every city at my worst time,” she says.

“I’d be onstage dying in Fargo, North
Dakota, and I’d hear Andy Kaufman out of
the dark, say, ‘Talk about your mother.’ It
was, ‘Oh my God, how did he know I was
here?’ It was like having Tinkerbell.”

When Kaufman died, her life changed,
she says.

“Andy’s death made me fearless and
made me realize that time was finite. And
it’s the reason I did my first special with
the three cents I had in the bank when no-
body wanted me. I had nine cents and did
this special, and they still didn’t buy it be-
cause they said, ‘We can’t put a woman on

for an hour,’ ” she says, shaking her head.

“I was in debt up to my — and had this beautiful home
movie on my shelf. I went on the road to pay everybody off
and always knew if younger, hipper people came in (to the
network) the show would sell. And after a year, younger,
hipper people came in and they said, ‘This is great.’

“His death shot me into action and confidence so that
was one more thing he gave me after he was gone.”

PAX TV

Comedienne Elayne Boosler finds her sense of humor is fine-tuned while she hosts PAX-TV’s “Balderdash”

After 25 years of hard work, Elayne Boosler
finds stand-up jokes coming easier

After arriving

on Harley

motorcycles,

Jim Belushi,

left, and Dan

Aykroyd per-

form “Sweet

Home Chicago”

at the new

House of Blues

in Cleveland on

Sunday.

FACES

Hitting the funny spot

It’s literally like

hanging out with

comedians after

the show in a

coffee shop,

because it’s

unscripted. It’s so

spontaneous, and

that’s what I love

about it.

Elayne Boosler

“Balderdash” game show host
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 39 36
Bahrain 71 58
Beijing 54 30
Beirut 68 58
Bermuda 73 66
Caracas 89 75
Helsinki 38 33
Hong Kong 77 68
Lisbon 54 47

HI LO
Manila 88 79
Mexico City 76 49
Montreal 40 31
Riyadh 71 51
Rio de. Jan 78 70
Seoul  52 36
Sofia  54 45
Sydney 95 64
Tokyo 59 49

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 76 66
Dakar  83 70
Freetown 89 76
Kinshasa 86 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 86 78
Nairobi 80 61
Rabat   64 49
Tripoli 79 55

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 57 32 Clr
Akron,Ohio 45 27 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 42 33 Rain
Albuquerque 43 22 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 49 33 Rain
Amarillo 50 23 PCldy
Anchorage 35 28 Cldy
Asheville 55 34 Rain
Atlanta 57 37 PCldy
Atlantic City 58 33 Rain
Austin 59 32 Clr
Baltimore 60 37 Rain
Baton Rouge 59 37 PCldy
Billings 38 23 Cldy
Birmingham 56 33 PCldy
Bismarck 33 17 PCldy
Boise 38 24 Cldy
Boston 46 37 Rain
Bridgeport 54 38 Rain
Brownsville 62 49 PCldy
Buffalo 46 30 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 39 32 Rain
Caribou,Maine 33 25 Snow
Casper 26 11 Cldy
Charleston,S.C. 70 45 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 47 30 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 62 36 Rain
Chattanooga 55 32 PCldy
Cheyenne 33 15 PCldy
Chicago 41 26 PCldy
Cincinnati 44 28 Cldy

Cleveland 43 30 Snow
Colorado Springs 38 14 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 65 35 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 63 41 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 43 29 Rain
Concord,N.H. 39 27 Rain
Corpus Christi 59 44 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 57 35 Clr
Dayton 44 27 Cldy
Daytona Beach 80 59 PCldy
Denver 36 14 PCldy
Des Moines 40 24 PCldy
Detroit 42 29 PCldy
Duluth 33 17 PCldy
El Paso 53 28 PCldy
Elkins 43 24 Rain
Erie 44 30 Snow
Eugene 46 31 Cldy
Evansville 47 29 Clr
Fairbanks 16 12 Cldy
Fargo 28 14 Cldy
Flagstaff 39 10 Clr
Flint 40 26 PCldy
Fort Smith 54 30 Clr
Fort Wayne 41 26 PCldy
Fresno 51 36 Clr
Goodland 35 17 Clr
Grand Junction 32 13 PCldy
Grand Rapids 40 27 PCldy
Great Falls 36 23 Cldy
Green Bay 37 21 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 60 35 Rain

Harrisburg 54 35 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 46 33 Rain
Helena 36 20 Cldy
Honolulu 83 75 PCldy
Houston 60 40 PCldy
Huntsville 52 32 PCldy
Indianapolis 45 29 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 54 32 PCldy
Jacksonville 73 48 PCldy
Juneau 41 37 Rain
Kansas City 43 25 Clr
Key West 81 72 PCldy
Knoxville 51 32 PCldy
Lake Charles 59 39 PCldy
Lansing 40 27 PCldy
Las Vegas 52 31 Clr
Lexington 46 31 Rain
Lincoln 39 20 Clr
Little Rock 54 31 Clr
Los Angeles 67 45 Clr
Louisville 47 33 Rain
Lubbock 52 25 Clr
Macon 64 41 Cldy
Madison 37 25 PCldy
Medford 44 31 Cldy
Memphis 51 35 Clr
Miami Beach 82 67 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 54 30 Clr
Milwaukee 39 27 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 33 18 PCldy
Mobile 60 40 PCldy
Montgomery 57 35 PCldy

Nashville 50 29 PCldy
New Orleans 61 46 PCldy
New York City 56 41 Rain
Newark 56 39 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 65 41 Rain
North Platte 33 11 PCldy
Oklahoma City 52 30 Clr
Omaha 39 21 PCldy
Orlando 81 60 PCldy
Paducah 49 29 Clr
Pendleton 41 29 PCldy
Peoria 41 25 PCldy
Philadelphia 56 38 Rain
Phoenix 62 38 Clr
Pittsburgh 44 28 Rain
Pocatello 26 16 Cldy
Portland,Maine 43 31 Rain
Portland,Ore. 47 35 Cldy
Providence 51 35 Rain
Pueblo 40 12 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 61 37 Rain
Rapid City 41 15 PCldy
Reno 37 17 PCldy
Richmond 62 33 Rain
Roanoke 57 36 Rain
Rochester 47 30 Rain
Rockford 40 24 PCldy
Sacramento 53 31 PCldy
St Louis 46 31 PCldy
St Thomas 85 74 Rain
Salem,Ore. 47 31 Cldy
Salt Lake City 30 13 Cldy

San Angelo 58 30 Clr
San Antonio 60 39 Clr
San Diego 63 46 Clr
San Francisco 56 45 PCldy
San Jose 58 40 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 84 72 PCldy
Santa Fe 40 15 PCldy
St Ste Marie 35 22 Snow
Savannah 71 43 Cldy
Seattle 46 39 Cldy
Shreveport 55 31 PCldy
Sioux City 38 19 PCldy
Sioux Falls 36 17 PCldy
South Bend 40 27 PCldy
Spokane 36 25 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 42 26 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 47 27 Clr
Syracuse 45 34 Rain
Tallahassee 68 42 Cldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 80 63 PCldy
Toledo 44 27 Snow
Topeka 44 24 Clr
Tucson 62 32 Clr
Tulsa 52 32 Clr
Tupelo 53 32 Clr
Waco 58 35 Clr
Washington,D.C. 60 40 Rain
W.Palm Beach 81 63 PCldy
Wichita 44 25 Clr
Wichita Falls 54 31 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 46 31 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 57 36 Rain
Yakima 43 23 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

�������

����������	�
� ���


��������������������

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
45/31

•

•
•

••

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
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•

•

•

•

• •

•
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Moscow
21/13

St. Petersburg
24/21

Kiev
29/25

Bucharest
49/42

Warsaw
44/39

Oslo
33/22

Berlin
46/37

Frankfurt
41/36

Stuttgart
43/36

Prague
46/33

Budapest
53/45

Copenhagen
41/36

Reykjavik
40/38

Dublin
48/40

Ramstein
41/36

Vienna
51/32

Geneva
50/34

Brussels
36/28

Istanbul
57/50

Athens
62/50

Souda Bay
68/57

Sigonella
67/50

Naples
66/56

Rome
61/54

Belgrade
50/41

Sarajevo
45/34

Tirana
66/54

Pristina
46/36

Tuzla
45/34

Aviano
50/45

Pisa
54/45

Paris
44/32

Nice
59/42

Barcelona
59/47Madrid

52/37

Morón
66/46

Rota
62/50

Lisbon
54/47

Izmir
59/46

London
47/42

Lakenheath
48/36

Stockholm
40/32

Benelux: Cloudy skies with rain. Highs
in the mid 30s, Wednesday lows in
the upper 20s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy skies with
morning fog and isolated rainshow-
ers. Highs in the 40s, Wednesday
lows in the mid 30s to low 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy skies
with rain and morning fog. Highs in
the mid 40s, Wednesday lows in the
30s

France: Mostly cloudy skies with iso-
lated rainshowers. Highs in the low
40s to upper 50s, Wednesday lows
in the low 30s to low 40s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy skies with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
40s, Wednesday lows in the 30s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy skies
with rain and areas of snow. Highs in
the mid 40s, Wednesday lows in the
30s.

Hungary: Cloudy skies with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the 50s, Wednesday
lows in the 40s.

Northern Italy: Cloudy skies with light
rainshowers. Highs in the 50s,
Wednesday lows in the 40s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy skies with light
rain. Highs in the 60s, Wednesday
lows in the 50s.

Kosovo: Cloudy skies with rain. Highs
in the 40s, Wednesday lows in the
30s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy skies. Highs in
the mid 30s to mid 40s, Wednesday
lows in the low 20s to mid 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms. Highs in the low 50s to mid
60s, Wednesday lows in the mid 30s
to low 50s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy skies. Highs in
the upper 50s, Wednesday lows in
the upper 30s to low 50s.

European forecast for 01 December 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Erin A Siegrist

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
59/37

Baghdad
64/42

Kuwait City
65/50

Dhahran
70/48

Dubai
83/62

Zahedan
65/42

Karachi
85/64 Bombay

91/69

New Delhi
78/54

Kandahar
65/37

Kabul
52/30

Islamabad
67/43

Mazar-e-Sharif
48/23

Ashgabat
58/34

Tehran
52/38

Hyderabad
82/59

Tel Aviv
70/53

Cairo
73/55

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 5:49am 5:49am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:03am 8:04am
Sunset (Baghdad) 3:56pm 3:56pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:27pm 4:26pm

Skopje
56/46•

•Stavanger
44/36

Lajes
62/56

New moon
5 Dec

First qtr.
12 Dec

Full moon
18 Nov

Last qtr.
26 Dec
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There are no exact aspects to
speak of in the heavens today, and
that is, in and of itself, remarkable.
It’s an opportunity for view-
ing a million shades of gray
in the spectrum between
black and white. Since we
can never really know what
it’s like to experience life as
someone else, extending
the benefit of the doubt is
the natural thing to do.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 1). This year
finally highlights an
under-rated area of your life
— fun and recreation.
Social breakthroughs in the
next five weeks get you participating
in new circles and interests. Dates
and business contacts spring from
your playtime. Sock away some of
the extra money you make for travel
in the spring. Long love is featured
with Pisces and Aries.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You and a colleague have substan-
tial differences, but you cannot deny
your admiration. Be sure to acknowl-
edge others for their contributions,
and your way is made easier. To-
night, challenge someone to take
action.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The world is not black and white.
But you do need to make choices in
life, and sometimes, the choices
have obvious consequences. Desen-
sitizing yourself to the minutiae will
make doing what you have to do
easier.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be in a position to say some-
thing meaningful. Choosing the
exact right words will be key. Other-
wise, your subjects miss the point.
At work, do your research, and
make sure you’re not raising a moot
point.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
What you’ve got is terrific. Admire it!
Praise it! Cherish it! Avoid thinking
about the great job/date/apartment
you didn’t get. There will always be
another better job/date/apartment
that you don’t have.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A
contribution you’d like to make may
feel very, very small indeed. You
may even be embarrassed and

therefore tempted to not even bother
to do it. But do it anyway. Small
gestures are what make your charac-
ter so remarkable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The step you’ve been thinking of
taking can be achieved. Look hard

at your beliefs about
money. The fastest way
to improve your income is
to seek work that gives
you a greater sense of
purpose.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You’re a
fair leader, but your
leadership will be chal-
lenged nonetheless.
You’ll be dealing with a
strong-willed significant
other, stepchild or parent.

Gain control of your emotions, and
keep your focus on the problem at
hand.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Other people’s dreams seem outra-
geous, but don’t laugh — and if
anyone else laughs, spring to the
dreamer’s defense. People who
don’t have dreams don’t have much.
By the end of the day, you’ll believe
in love at first sight.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You know those questions
you’ve been asking other people?
Well, it’s time to pose the same
questions to yourself. You may just
be surprised how smart you can be
when talking to an intellectual equal.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Keep fun on the to-do list, and
don’t let it take the bottom slot. In
fact, what do you think would hap-
pen if you put fun first? You just
might wind up enjoying your work so
much that you’ve never been so
productive in your life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
What you’re aiming for should be
obvious to everyone around you
and, of course, to yourself. Verbalize
your goal. You may have to futz with
the wording or the thrust of it for a
while until it’s perfectly clear to
everyone.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your partner’s needs and your own
could polarize now. Stay calm. The
stars nurture your thought processes
and help you tap into your uncon-
scious mind for solutions. Also, a
Libra can help you find the compro-
mise.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Vacationing

4 “Take — Train”

8 Crones

12 One of the gang

13 Gets greedy with

14 Bread spread

15 Oklahoma city

16 Bad thing to 

be behind

18 Clark’s companion

20 Longing

21 Practice pugilism

24 Famous

28 Unfaithful one

32 Expose

33 Fine, to NASA

34 Arias, e.g.

36 Ad —

37 — -a-brac

39 Beer buys

41 Daub

43 Blue hue

44 Cattle call

46 Hyper personality

50 Sports-page

announcement

55 Stirrup’s locale

56 Loud lamentation

57 Domesticate

58 Performance

59 Probability

60 Luminary

61 Reticent

Down
1 October stone

2 Gradually

disappear

3 Imperfection

4 Ancient Greek poet

5 Polloi preceder

6 Early bird?

7 Wan

8 Rub elbows 

(with)

9 Carte lead-in

10 Solidify

11 Fa-la link

17 X rating

19 Practitioner 

(Suff.)

22 Old Testament

prophet

23 Archaeologist’s

find

25 Bath powder

26 Actor Estrada

27 Socialist Eugene

28 Surveillance

29 Dennis Rodman

nickname

30 Tom Joad, e.g.

31 Theater name 

of old

35 Splash

everywhere

38 Caravan pack

40 Whatever amount

42 Caviar

45 Makes a decision

47 Pod dwellers

48 Apiece

49 Bohemian

50 Seesaw quorum

51 Swindled

52 Disencumber

53 Nosh

54 “I — Camera”

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: Do you
think ostriches are emo-
tionally healthy? I ask
because I want to hide my
head in a hole.

I come from a family
with five adult children.
Dad passed away a few
years back, and, as I write
this, Mom has been in the
hospital for a month. Her
hospitalization has caused
an awkward reunification
of the siblings.

During a lengthy phone
call with my younger sister, she
revealed that she and my young-
est brother were repeatedly sexu-
ally abused by my oldest brother.
Although I urged her to seek
professional help, I am having
difficulty digesting this
40-year-old information.

My relationship with my older
brother hasn’t been good for
years.

(He was a Vietnam vet, and I
was a war protester.) Still, I al-
ways respected and looked up to
him. Now, I feel the big brother I
once loved is a sham.

I live in another state with a
wonderful husband and two great

children. I want to wash
my hands of the lot of
my siblings and the
dirty family secrets they
have kept. My mother,
however, wants her
family around her. I
don’t think she is aware
of my brother’s incestu-
ous behavior, and if she
did know, I suspect she
put it away somewhere
deep in the recesses of
her memory.

Should I keep up
appearances until my mother
passes on (which could be in 10
years or 10 minutes)? This goes
against every grain of my being.
Should I confront my brother?

— Disillusioned Sister
Dear Sister: If you are 100

percent certain that your sister’s
accusations are true, you should
confront your brother. But don’t
blame your other siblings for
what happened. It is unfair to
estrange them all because you
are angry with one. And it would
be self-serving and hurtful to
create a family rift while your
mother is hospitalized.

Dear Annie: I would like to
comment on your advice to
“Freakin’ Out in Philly,” who
resented that her parents left the
family business to her brothers.
She sounds like a victim of her
own making.

If the sisters really want a piece
of the business, why don’t they act
like businesswomen and approach
their brothers about investing or
becoming partners, instead of
harassing their elderly parents
about fairness? Parents often base
such decisions on who they think
would be most likely to carry on
the business in the spirit in which
it was created. Obviously, the sons
are doing a good job if their wives
and children are bragging about
“living the good life.” This woman
needs to find a way to respect her
parents’ decision.

— Wife of an Inheritor
Dear Wife: Your perspective

has merit. Thanks for writing.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My name is

“Lenny” and I live in Florida.
About six weeks ago, my

girlfriend, “Jill,” and I broke
up.

Jill is 20 and I am 41. She was
adopted by her parents as an
infant.

Jill and her folks
moved to Illinois, but we
talk on the phone at
least three times a week.
I proposed marriage,
but Jill said she couldn’t
make the decision with-
out her father’s approv-
al. Her mother was all
for it; her father was
not.

Jill says that when her
parents adopted her, her
father put a clause in
the contract that he had the
right to choose the man she was
to marry — and it was signed
by a judge in the state of Illi-
nois. Is this legal?

— Frustrated in Florida

Dear Frustrated: No, it’s not.
Either Jill is lying to you, or

someone is lying to her.

Dear Abby: I have eight

siblings. I am the only one who
is still single. My brothers and
sisters are upstanding members
of their communities, happily

married and raising
beautiful families.

Until a few years
ago, we all got togeth-
er for the holidays.
Now that the children
are here — 20 at last
count — my sibs pre-
fer to spend the holi-
days in their own
homes with their fami-
lies. We get together a
couple of weeks before
Christmas to exchange
gifts.

I’d love to spend the day with

family, and I’m hoping they will

see this letter and think of me.

— All Alone in Maryland

Dear All Alone: And what if
they happen to be too busy to
read the column today? Your
siblings aren’t mind readers, so

tell them what you told me. And
if an invitation isn’t forthcoming,
make plans for the Christmas
holiday with close friends or
volunteer at a shelter.

Dear Abby: I’m 11 and in

sixth grade. I recently caught a
girl in my class copying off my
paper. When I asked her not to,
she denied doing it.

I told the teacher then, and the
teacher replied, “She is having
trouble with her work and per-
sonal problems at home. Just
imagine if this math was hard for
you.”

The girl has ADHD. Should I
continue to let this girl copy me?

— Student in Phoenix

Dear Student: No, you should
not. Because if you do, a girl who
is already having trouble with
math will never learn how to
solve the problems herself.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Someone lying in messy proposal

Familiy abuse revelation shocking

Dear Abby
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Tax Assistance 940

DSL and Cell service now 
in Italy and Germany.

Internet Services 600

Financial Services 904Transportation 944

Dental 902

Fly To The States for as low as

Round Trip incl. Tax!

call toll free 0800-5878359

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
Sa 09:00 - 13:00

299 Euro

Long Distance
Service 660

Travel Agencies 1002Attorneys 886
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Automotive 140

Ford KA '01 73K km, german
specs, $ 6,000 obo, excellent
cond. 1.3l V4, DSN 385-2053
contact Linda

Ford Explorer '04, blue, US
Spec, 45k mi, ac, cruise, all-pw,
auto, 4wd, cd &6 disc chg., $12k
obo. call 0160-6590389

Mazda 626LX '01 V6, 2.5l, auto,
pw, p/sunroof, alu wheels, US
specs, 15K mil, $10,000 call
+393401608864  IT  o r

apc_pals@yahoo.com

Fiat Barchetta '96 con, red,
loaded, dealr maint,new winter-
&summer tires incl, sporty, fun,
perfect cond, motivated seller,
asking $8350 0171-833-9271

Ford Escape '02 XLT black,
front w/d, fully loaded, ext
warranty, 27k mil, $ 19,000 obo
call 06109-695551

Mercury Cougar '01, V6, man-
ual, lthr, 32k miles, extras,
$10,000 obo, call 09182-931738
or mchpp@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Sport Utility Vehicle 172
Chevy Corvette '00, US Spec,
fully loaded, red, prem-sound
350hp, 6 speed, $27k, call
0179-7944739 or 06058-918800

VW Beetle '01 black, like new,
auto, only 30K km, fully loaded,
german spec, excellent cond,
$11,500 call 06123-605863

Jobs Offered 630Computers 360
BMW 730i '89 Gray metalic,
auto, 130K miles, alu wheels,
pw, wood tirm, Wiesbaden $
euor 2,900 call 0178-6711575

Honda CBR 929 '00 German
spec, upgrade engine 959, 190
hp, custom polished wheels,
power comd'r, solo seat, pipe,
stand, cover, new tires, many
extras, $ 6,500 obo, call
0175-2831403 or 0160-5845698

VW Golf Conv. '92, excellent
condition, low KM, cd-player,
$2500. Call 0179-5209379

BMW 525 '89, US Spec, Grey
in-out, 150k mi, runs great, must
sell psc'ing. $2000 obo, call

0174-4366508

Great 3 bedrm, 1 1/12 bath town
house, 195 sqm, with large back
yard, euro 1,200 + utilities,
Rohrdach-HD, near U.S Hospi-
tal, call 06221-390498

*CHRISTMAS IN GARMISCH*
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
33eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

I dont want to be lonely
anymore. Att. German lady mid
40's from Wuerzburg, seeking
serious relationship with US
black male. email me: biene.
maiakirilovweb.de

HD Sportster, anniversary mod-
el, black, low miles, lots of extra
must see to appreciate $ 5,900
call 06307-401655

BMW 316i '93, 128km, fire
engine red met., 5sp, 4 dr, am
mcd, nw insp, ex cond, $4200,
call 09502-923841 Bamberg

Volvo V40 '02 US spec,
blk/taupe lthr, fully loaded, dlr
maint, 27k mil, blue book
$19,1K asking $ 18,000 obo call
09725-705961

Apartment Unfurn 856 Travel 1000

BMW 3series '93, auto, ac, htr,
tint, nice wheels, low miles 32k
km, stereo, $ 8000 obo. Call
0179-8930383

Attractive German Lady, mid
40's Frankfurt area is seeking
serious relationship with Ameri-
can male, please email sina.
monika@web.de

Harley Davidson 1200 Sport
'03 Anniversary Edition, vivid
blk, dlr. maint, 2 helms, cover,
full waranty though 10/07. ask-
ing $9500. Call 06995-637660.

TOTALGYM exercise equip-
ment. exel. cond. new price $
1100 asking $ 700. call leave
message 09841-403197

Toyota Corolla '99 German
spec, -25K km, drv air/bag, ac,
at, pw, pl, excl cond, snow/tires,
$ 6,500 obo call 09493-951421
after 4 p.m

Pug puppy and French Bull Dog
puppies with all shots and
wormed with papers, call

0175-6435474
www.pupplanet.com

Need Your Transmission or
Engine Overhauled? Call John
0711-843794

Motorcycles 164

Active black man 31, 1.73m tall
wants to meet her 22-38 for

serious relationship, email:
kadrithan@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods 980Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Porsche 928 '89 The classic GT
crusier, bronze met/blk leather,
superb condition $ 12,500 call
Mark 06195-676851

Auto Repairs 182

Ford Mustang '68 Coupe, 289
eng, A/T, many new parts, runs
good/ body great $7,500 obo,

call 0621-7245056

Golden Retriever purebred pup-
pies with microchip & shots,
avail on Dec, 17. Photos &
Pedigree online euro .- 500, call

0160-3493324

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

Person to Person 800
Do you need Help Hauling TV's
Furniture etc. I can Haul it all
call for Quote. Hanau
0152-02150641

Mercedes Vito108D '98 135K
km, runs/looks like new, euro.-
6,500 obo, call 0621-7245056 or
0172-87893139

Ford Ranger '99 XLT, 5 speed,
abs, air, am/fm cast, sport rims,
bed liner, 55K miles, call 00314-
64435036 eve 492435-653085

Classic Autos 160Automotive 140

English Bull (F) dog excl with
Kids other animals asking $ 800,
c a l l  0 6 5 6 5 - 9 3 3 9 1 1 /
0175-2825947 pup school grad.

Services Offered 952
Honest person, good referen-
ces, looking to clean houses/
stairwells/PCSings , WI area,

Maria 0170-6764796

Mercedes E320 '99 Euro spec,
loaded + gps, 147k km, dealer
serviced, bb 16,000 euro make
offer: paymefirst@yahoo.com

Ford F150 '01 XLT Super Cab,
V6, cd, 63k mil, wht/gray
interior, great truck, excl cond,
$13,500 call 0160-2529983

Renault Espace '00 Grand,
3.0l, auto, ac, navi, 32K mil, 6
capt chair, 6/cd wrm, alu whl,
keyless ent, euro 14K , call
09901-903486

Temporary lodging, eff apart-
ment, fully furn, near Leighton
Bks, Wuerzburg, Avail Now,
Call anytime 0173-3235091

Jobs Wanted 640

"Papa Joe's Back Yard"
is coming back to Heidelberg!
Double Feature Bonus: "Scars
of A Woman" Saturday, 18
Dec. 04; 1400 & 1800 hrs. For
tickets, call 0160-677-5470

Mercedes E320 '99 Elegance,
dlr maint, 73k mil, auto, fully
loaded, new sport wheel pkg,
$16,500 , call 0171-2219243

Dodge Ram '01 1500 Quad
cab, red, 4X4, 5spd, tow pkg,
slid rw, bed liner, 64K mil, $15K,
0175-1938236 or 09472-907738

CKC registered Miniature
Dachshund pups available, pie-
bald and other assorted colors
available, male and female,
health guaranteed. All shots incl.
$450 Euros and up. Call
0170-5357533, Wuerzburg area.

Buses/Vans/RVs 158 Apartment Furn 860
APOHQ.com: Shop Secure!

Simple Directory, Outlets
--Only the Best--

Mercedes C180 '00, classic-
selection blk, automatic, ac, alu
wheels, wintertires, 60000km, $
13500, call 01797361236

Trucks 174
Boxer puppies and Adorable
kittens for sale. Many different

kinds. Info at kitty-land.com

Wanted Truck must have 4whdr,
a/c, us spec any condition email
sappersny@yahoo.com

XXL App. Furn, Kitch, 4 Bed-
room, garage, near Idstein, 20
min to Wiesbaden, Euro 1000 +
el. + deposit. call 06126-4694

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Mazda 323' 89 4dr, 5 spd, euro
spec, 88k km, silver met, new
inspection , euro.- 1,100 call
09502-923841 Bamberg

Nissan Frontier '04 V6 4x4
doub le -cab  a lu ,a t ,ac ,od
cruz,cd,bed lnr+Xtendr, 4k mi,
smells new, $22K obo, call
370-8271 lucasedit@hotmail.
com

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

MERCEDES OR JAPANESE
CAR OWNERS -please call me
before you sell, junk it or give it
away. Klink. 065631564
www.klink-cars.de

Modern Studio Aprt ideal for one
person, 5 min drive from Rhein
Main AB, available 1 Dec, call
0171-3656220 leave msg

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.APOFPOShipping.com

Announcements 040 Computers 360Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos Wanted 156 Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Pets 820 Apartment Unfurn 856Announcements 040
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AFN-TV & Radio
Wednesday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Pro basketball: Toron-
to at Miami (dld).

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—Pro basketball: De-
troit at Houston (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Maryland at Wisconsin (dld).

Thursday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—NBA: Toronto at Or-

lando.
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Wake Forest at Illinois.
AFN-Sports, 4 a.m.—College basketball:

North Carolina at Indiana.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:

Ohio St. at Clemson (dld).
AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball: Vir-

ginia at Northwestern (dld).
AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—College basketball:

North Carolina at Indiana (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:

Utah at Seattle (dld).

All times Central European Time; dld indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.myafn.net-
for more information.

College football
AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated Press
college football poll, with first-place votes in
parentheses, records through Nov. 27, total
points based on 25 points for a first-place
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote,
and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Southern Cal (52) 11-0 1,610 1
2. Oklahoma (7) 11-0 1,540 2
3. Auburn (6) 11-0 1,530 3
4. California 9-1 1,410 4
5. Utah 11-0 1,342 5
6. Texas 10-1 1,325 6
7. Louisville 9-1 1,175 7
8. Georgia 9-2 1,094 8
9. Miami 8-2 1,037 9

10. Virginia Tech 9-2 980 11
11. Boise St. 11-0 952 10
12. Iowa 9-2 911 12
13. LSU 9-2 877 14
14. Michigan 9-2 873 13
15. Tennessee 9-2 802 15
16. Florida St. 8-3 628 19
17. Wisconsin 9-2 612 20
18. Virginia 8-3 469 16
19. Pittsburgh 7-3 304 —
20. Florida 7-4 290 25
21. Arizona St. 8-3 231 18
22. Texas A&M 7-4 199 22
23. Boston College 8-3 172 17
24. Texas Tech 7-4 167 —
25. Ohio St. 7-4 143 —

Others receiving votes: West Virginia 113,
Toledo 63, Purdue 49, Colorado 43, Fresno St.
33, Memphis 32, Oklahoma St. 30, Navy 23,
Miami (Ohio) 16, UTEP 12, Syracuse 11, Clem-
son 8, Alabama 7, New Mexico 5, Bowling
Green 4, N. Illinois 3.

College football schedule
Thursday, Dec. 2

Mid-American championship, Toledo (8-3)
at Miami (Ohio) (8-3)

Saturday, Dec. 4
EAST

Army (2-8) vs. Navy (8-2) at East Ruther-
ford, N.J.

SOUTH
Pittsburgh (7-3) at South Florida (4-6)
Virginia Tech (9-2) at Miami (8-2)
Ark.-Pine Bluff (6-2) at Alabama St. (8-2)
Louisville (9-1) at Tulane (5-5)
Fla. International (3-6) at Florida Atlantic

(8-3)
SEC championship, Tennessee (9-2) at Au-

burn (11-0) at Atlanta
California (9-1) at Southern Miss.

MIDWEST
Big 12 championship, Colorado (7-4) at

Oklahoma (11-0) at Kansas City, Mo.
FAR WEST

Southern Cal (11-0) at UCLA (6-4)
Michigan St. (5-6) at Hawaii (6-5)

I-AA Playoffs
Quarterfinals

Delaware (9-3) at William & Mary (10-2)
James Madison (10-2) at Furman (10-2)
New Hampshire (10-2) at Montana (10-2)
Sam Houston State (10-2) at Eastern Wash-

ington (9-3)
Saturday, Dec. 11

SOUTH
SWAC championship, Alabama State vs.

TBA at Birmingham, Ala.

Division I-AA playoffs
Quarterfinals

Saturday, Dec. 4
Delaware (9-3) at William & Mary (10-2)
James Madison (10-2) at Furman (10-2)
New Hampshire (10-2) at Montana (10-2)
Sam Houston State (10-2) at Eastern Wash-

ington (9-3)
Semifinals

Friday, Dec. 10 or Saturday, Dec. 11
Sam Houston State-Eastern Washington

winner vs. Montana-New Hampshire winner
Delaware-William & Mary winner vs.

James Madison-Furman winner
Championship
Friday, Dec. 17

At Finley Stadium/Davenport Field
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Semifinal winners

Division II playoffs
Semifinals

Saturday, Dec. 4
West Chester (11-3) at Valdosta State

(11-1)
North Dakota (11-2) at Pittsburg St. (13-0)

Championship
Saturday, Dec. 11

At Braly Municipal Stadium
Florence, Ala.

North Dakota-Pittsburg St. winner vs.
West Chester-Valdosta State winner

Division III playoffs
Quarterfinals

Saturday, Dec. 4
Delaware Valley (12-0) at Rowan (9-2)
Mary Hardin-Baylor (11-1) at Washington

& Jefferson (12-0)
Carthage (11-1) at Mount Union (11-0)
Occidental (10-1) at Linfield (10-0)

Semifinals
Saturday, Dec. 11

Occidental-Linfield winner vs. Delaware
Valley-Rowan winner

Mary Hardin-Baylor-Washington & Jeffer-
son winner vs. Carthage-Mount Union win-
ner

Championship
Saturday, Dec. 18

Stagg Bowl
At Salem Stadium

Salem, Va.
Semifinal winners

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’
men’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Nov. 28, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week’s
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Wake Forest (40) 5-0 1,737 1
2. Kansas (18) 2-0 1,678 2
3. Syracuse (4) 5-0 1,582 4
4. Georgia Tech (7) 3-0 1,580 3
5. Illinois (1) 4-0 1,540 5
6. Oklahoma St. (2) 3-0 1,420 6
7. Connecticut 1-0 1,329 7
8. Kentucky 3-0 1,284 8
9. North Carolina 4-1 1,134 11

10. Duke 3-0 1,129 9
11. Michigan St. 3-0 1,073 10
12. Maryland 3-0 1,018 13
13. Pittsburgh 3-0 782 16
14. Washington 4-0 770 22
15. Mississippi St. 5-1 743 14
16. N.C. State 4-0 722 17
17. Louisville 3-1 584 12
18. Texas 3-1 507 15
19. Florida 3-0 447 23
20. Notre Dame 3-0 442 21
21. Arizona 3-2 413 18
22. Alabama 4-1 381 19
23. Iowa 3-1 367 —
24. Virginia 4-0 235 —
25. Wisconsin 2-1 114 20

Others receiving votes: Gonzaga 65, Cincin-
nati 51, S. Illinois 46, Memphis 34, Creighton
26, Boston College 24, Vermont 18, Charlotte
16, Stanford 15, Oklahoma 14, Pepperdine 14,
Marquette 13, Michigan 9, Utah 8, UAB 7,
New Mexico 4, George Washington 3, Iowa
St. 3, Nevada 3, Ohio St. 3, West Virginia 3, In-
diana 2, Oregon 2, Rutgers 2, Holy Cross 1,
LSU 1, Miami (Ohio) 1, UTEP 1.

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

American U. 71, St. Francis, Pa. 65
Brooklyn 82, N.Y. Maritime 69
Catholic 74, Villa Julie 69
Chestnut Hill 72, Kings, Pa. 69
Coll. of Charleston 78, Towson 58
Cornell 69, Ithaca 67
DeSales 80, Misericordia 75
Delaware 63, Loyola, Md. 60
East Stroudsburg 84, Caldwell 69
FDU-Florham 80, Staten Island 72
Kings Point 76, Medgar Evers 56
Kutztown 83, Shepherd 71
Lehman 97, Centenary, N.J. 79
Maine 58, Dartmouth 52
Manhattanville 72, Union, N.Y. 69
Messiah 67, Gettysburg 63
Queens, N.Y. 77, Southampton 74
Ramapo 96, York, N.Y. 72
Rhode Island Coll. 96, Fitchburg St. 70
Richard Stockton 61, Arcadia 46
Robert Morris 107, Thiel 47
Rowan 68, Eastern 48
Stevens Tech 68, Yeshiva 50
W. New England 71, Wesleyan, Conn. 62
Wheeling Jesuit 124, Ohio Eastern 61
Wilkes 82, N.J. City 69

SOUTH
Appalachian St. 78, James Madison 69
Brewton Parker 94, Southern Wesleyan 87,

OT
Chattanooga 82, Brevard, N.C. 42
Coker 78, Morris 71
ETSU 82, King, Tenn. 48
Georgia St. 85, Louisiana-Lafayette 78
Hampden-Sydney 73, Longwood 67
Harding 90, Ala.-Huntsville 74
Loyola, N.O. 64, Millsaps 50
McNeese St. 71, Spring Hill 43
Mercer 103, Georgia Southern 94, 2OT
Miami 84, Florida Atlantic 68
Middle Tennessee 66, Belmont 47
Mississippi Delta CC 79, East Central 60
N.C. Central 59, Clayton St. 58
N.C. State 60, Purdue 53
North Georgia 114, Lee 102
Pikeville 77, Spalding 60
Portland St. 58, Howard 53
Radford 89, Ferrum 60
S.C.-Upstate 85, Limestone 71

Sewanne 62, Huntingdon 53
South Florida 89, Bethune-Cookman 64
Southeastern, Fla. 83, Kentucky Christian

74
Tenn.-Martin 87, Bethel, Tenn. 46
Tennessee 73, Wofford 67
The Citadel 80, Chowan 61
UAB 66, Louisiana Tech 54
Va. Wesleyan 79, Salisbury 54
W. Carolina 94, Montreat 66
Weber St. 57, Elon 50

MIDWEST
Blackburn 55, Millikin 44
Defiance 92, Davenport 48
Earlham 57, Wilmington, Ohio 44
Kansas 85, Nevada 52
Kansas Newman 96, Kansas Wesleyan 71
Kansas St. 76, Ark.-Pine Bluff 42
Lake Superior St. 94, Alma 82
Mac Murray 121, Robert Morris-Chicago

110
Miami (Ohio) 79, Findlay 66
Missouri Valley 81, Ottawa, Kan. 53
Ohio 81, San Francisco 66
Pittsburg St. 87, Evangel 56
Rockford 58, North Park 56
Southwestern, Kan. 88, York, Neb. 66
St. Olaf 79, Martin Luther 53
W. Michigan 68, Loyola of Chicago 64
William Jewell 72, Benedictine,Kan. 61

SOUTHWEST
Angelo St. 98, SW Christian 53
Mary Hardin-Baylor 89, U. of the Ozarks 76
Mississippi College 91, Howard Payne 74
Oklahoma St. 76, SMU 57
Texas 86, Coppin St. 50

FAR WEST
Hawaii 66, S. Illinois 64
Portland 93, Cal Poly-SLO 65

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’

women’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Nov. 28, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week’s
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. LSU (42) 7-0 1,098 2
2. North Carolina (1) 5-0 996 5
3. Notre Dame 6-0 948 6
4. Tennessee 4-1 923 1
5. Stanford 5-0 919 7
6. Georgia 4-1 857 3
7. Texas (1) 2-2 840 4
8. Connecticut 1-1 805 8
9. Baylor 3-1 777 9

10. Duke 5-1 726 10
11. Ohio St. 5-1 669 11
12. Texas Tech 1-1 529 12
13. Vanderbilt 4-0 527 14
14. Purdue 3-0 496 15
15. Michigan St. 4-1 493 13
16. Rutgers 4-0 395 17
17. DePaul 4-0 388 19
18. Minnesota 4-1 364 18
19. Kansas St. 3-1 306 16
20. Boston College 3-1 294 20
21. Louisiana Tech 2-0 188 23
22. Maryland 3-1 169 22
23. TCU 5-1 147 —
24. Villanova 3-1 90 24
25. UCLA 3-1 88 —

Others receiving votes: Oklahoma 84, Ari-
zona 41, Iowa 27, N.C. State 18, Oklahoma St.
17, Houston 16, Utah 12, Arizona St. 8, New
Mexico 8, Wis.-Green Bay 8, Richmond 6, Mid-
dle Tennessee 4, Penn St. 4, Chattanooga 3,
Montana 3, West Virginia 3, Temple 2, Wash-
ington 2, Iowa St. 1, Oregon 1.

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Alvernia 77, York, Pa. 71
Canisius 63, Cornell 42
Catholic 85, Villa Julie 33
Chestnut Hill 73, Trinity, Texas 56
Eastern 70, Cedar Crest 37
Fairfield 71, Vermont 62
Gannon 63, W. Va. Wesleyan 55
Holy Family 60, Kutztown 51
Lehigh 68, Saint Joseph’s 66
Maine Maritime 82, Colby 76
Marist 52, New Hampshire 34
Montclair St. 62, Rutgers-Camden 44
NYCCT 57, St. Elizabeth 50
Ramapo 57, Stevens Tech 50
Slippery Rock 70, Wayne, Mich. 57
Southampton 60, Queens Coll. 58
Trinity, Conn. 73, Smith 48

SOUTH
Brewton Parker 90, Southern Wesleyan 78
Charleston Southern 77, N. Carolina A&T 48
Delta St. 70, North Alabama 50
East Central 74, Mississippi Delta CC 63
Gardner-Webb 64, Jacksonville 53
Harding 79, Ala.-Huntsville 74
Kentucky Christian 79, Southeastern, Fla.

50
Lee 63, North Georgia 61
McNeese St. 71, New Orleans 52
Meredith 55, Guilford 53
Mount Olive 64, Newport News 43
Oglethorpe 82, Spelman 51
Sewanee 74, Huntingdon 44
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 66, Grambling

St. 55
MIDWEST

Augustana,S.D. 81, Briar Cliff 43
Findlay 72, Siena Heights 63
Iowa St. 113, Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayne 45

Loyola of Chicago 71, Toledo 67
Mount Union 69, Westminster, Pa. 67
Northern St., S.D. 83, Jamestown 48
Rockford 58, North Park 56
SW Missouri St. 75, Ark.-Little Rock 47
South Dakota 88, Dakota Weslyn 51
UMKC 61, N. Colorado 49
Valley City St. 84, Minn.-Morris 49
Walsh 71, Carlow 51
Washington & Jefferson 75, Ohio Weslyn 68
Wis.-River Falls 72, Hamline 68

SOUTHWEST
Concordia-Austin 82, Austin 45
Drury 85, Cent. Arkansas 74
Howard Payne 57, Mississippi College 53
Lamar 72, Texas Coll. 24
Louisiana College 69, Sul Ross St. 61
Mary Hardin-Baylor 89, U. of the Ozarks 54
McMurry 91, Texas-Dallas 49
Texas Lutheran 77, LeTourneau 61

FAR WEST
Arizona 79, UTEP 47
Minot St. 89, Rocky Mountain 61
Texas-Arlington 62, S. Utah 55

Soccer
U.S. men’s team schedule

a-Wednesday, Feb. 9 — at Trinidad and To-
bago

a-Saturday, March 26, or Sunday, March 27
— at Mexico

a-Wednesday, March 30 — vs. Guatemala
a-Saturday, June 4, or Sunday, June 5 — vs.

Costa Rica
a-Wednesday, June 8 — at Panama
a-Wednesday, Aug. 17 — vs. Trinidad and

Tobago
a-Saturday, Sept. 3 or Sunday, Sept. 4 —

vs. Mexico
a-Wednesday, Sept. 7 — at Guatemala
a-Saturday, Oct. 8, or Sunday, Oct. 9 — at

Costa Rica
a-Wednesday, Oct. 12 — vs. Panama
a-World Cup qualifier

College soccer
Men’s Division I tournament

Quarterfinals
Saturday, Dec. 4

Duke (17-5) at Virginia (19-4-0)
St. John’s (12-5-4) at Maryland (17-5-1)
Virginia Commonwealth (13-5-2) at UC

Santa Barbara (19-2-1)
Sunday, Dec. 5

Tulsa (13-6-3) at Indiana (16-4-1)
Men’s College Cup

At The Home Depot Center
Carson, Calif.

Semifinals
Friday, Dec. 10

Duke-Virginia winner vs. Virginia Common-
wealth-UC Santa Barbara winner

St. John’s-Maryland winner vs. Tulsa-Indi-
ana winner

Championship
Sunday, Dec. 12

Semifinal winners

Women’s Division I tournament
Women’s College Cup

At Cary, N.C.
Semifinals

Friday, Dec. 3
UCLA (17-6-0) vs. Princeton (19-2-0)
Santa Clara (18-4-2) vs. Notre Dame

(23-1-1)
Final

Sunday, Dec. 5
Santa Clara-Notre Dame winner vs.

UCLA-Princeton winner

College hockey
NCAA Division I poll

MINNEAPOLIS — Top teams in the NCAA Di-
vision I men’s ice hockey poll, compiled by
U.S. College Hockey Online, with first-place
votes in parentheses, records through Nov.
28, points, and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs

1. Minnesota (36) 10-3-0 596 3
2. Boston College (2) 6-2-2 527 4
3. Colorado College (2) 10-2-0 512 5
4. Wisconsin 10-4-0 503 2
5. Michigan 9-4-1 440 1
6. North Dakota 9-5-5 353 7
7. Denver 8-5-0 309 10
8. New Hampshire 8-3-2 307 6
9. Ohio State 9-4-1 282 9
10. Maine 9-6-1 267 8
11. Vermont 8-4-3 202 15
12. Cornell 5-2-2 151 14
13. Colgate 10-4-0 100 —
14. Minnesota-Duluth 7-5-2 93 12
15. Northern Michigan 6-4-2 56 13

Others receiving votes: Boston University
37, Nebraska-Omaha 32, Bowling Green 13,
Michigan State 6, Harvard 5, St. Cloud State
4, Dartmouth 2, Minnesota State 2, Union,
N.Y. 1.

Boxing
Fight schedule

Dec. 2
At Northern Quest Casino, Airway Heights,

Wash., Felix Cora Jr., Galveston, Texas, vs.
James Elizalde, Corpus Christi, Texas, 12, for
Cora’s USBA cruiserweight title.

Dec. 3
At Bell Centre, Montreal, Eric Lucas, Mont-

real, vs. Tony Menefee, Lincoln, Neb., 10,
light heavyweights.

At Entertainment Center, Laredo, Texas, Al-
exander Munoz, Venezuela, vs. Martin Castil-
lo, Mexico, 12, for Munoz’s WBA super fly-
weight title.

Dec. 4
At Little Rock, Ark., Jermain Taylor, Little

Rock, Ark., vs. William Joppy, Silver Spring,
Md., 12, for Taylor’s WBC Continental Ameri-
cas middleweight title; Paulie Malignaggi,
Brooklyn, N.Y. vs. Sandro Caamonica, Italy,
12, for WBC International super lightweight
title; Koba Gogoladze, Philadelphia, vs.
Roque Cassiani, Colombia, 10, lightweights.

At Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino, Las
Vegas, Jose Luis Castillo, Mexico, vs. Joel
Casamayor, Cuba, 12, for Castillo’s WBC
lightweight title; Jeff Lacy, St. Petersburg,
Fla., vs. Omar Sheika, Paterson, N.J., for
Lacy’s IBF super middleweight title; Jeremy
Williams, Fort Dodge, Iowa, vs. Samuel
Peter, Nigeria, 10, heavyweights.

At the Emerald Queen Casino, Tacoma,
Wash., Chad Van Sickle, Columbus, Ohio, vs.
Gary Gomez, Ogden, Utah, 10, cruiser-
weights.

Dec. 9
At The Pechanga Resort and Casino, Te-

mecula, Calif. (FSN), Michael Moorer, Mones-
sen, Pa., vs. Vassiliy Jirov, Phoenix, 12, heavy-
weights.

Dec. 11
At Sao Paulo, Brazil, Valdemir Pereira, Bra-

zil, vs. Ariel Elias, Argentina, 12, for the va-
cant WBA Fedalatin featherweight title;
Acelino Freitas, Brazil, vs. Fernando Sauce-
do, Argentina, 10, lightweights; Daniel Bispo,
Brazil, vs. Lino Barros, Brazil, 10, cruiser-
weights.

At The Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino, Las
Vegas, Vitali Klitschko, Ukraine, vs. Danny
Williams, Britain, 12, for Klitschko’s WBC
heavyweight title; Miguel Cotto, Puerto Rico,
vs.

Randall Bailey, Miami, 12, for Williams’
WBO junior welterweight title; Carlos Her-
nandez, West Covina, Calif., vs. Juan Carlos
Ramirez, Mexico, 10, super featherweights.

Deals
Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to terms with C
Doug Mirabelli on a two-year contract.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Named Billy Gard-
ner Jr. manager and Andy Hawkins pitching
coach for High Desert of the California
League, and Mark Brewer pitching coach for
Omaha of the PCL.

National League
MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms

with C Damian Miller on a three-year con-
tract.

MONTREAL EXPOS—Agreed to terms with
C Gary Bennett on a one-year contract.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Agreed to terms with
LHP Dennys Reyes on a one-year contract.

Central League
FORT WORTH CATS—Released C Jon Mar-

shall.
SAN ANGELO COLTS—Released OF Tony

James, RHP Bob Runyan and INF Matt
Sanchez.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS—Placed F-C Jamal
Sampson on the injured list. Activated F
Tamar Slay from the injured list.

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS—Activated F-C
Anderson Varejao from the injured list.
Placed F-C Scott Williams on the injured list.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS—Waived G Anthony
Goldwire.

National Basketball Development League
ROANOKE DAZZLE—Acquired F Terrence

Shannon from NBDL player pool. Waived F
George Williams.

Continental Basketball Association
MICHIGAN MAYHEM—Signed G Darrick

Martin.
ROCKFORD LIGHTNING—Signed G Carson

Cunningham. Waived G Teddy Dupay.
FOOTBALL

National Football League
ATLANTA FALCONS—Signed TE Alge Crum-

pler to a six-year contract extension.
CHICAGO BEARS—Signed QB Jeff George

to a one-year contract.
CINCINNATI BENGALS—Placed CB Rashad

Bauman on injured reserve. Signed DL Greg
Scott from the practice squad.

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Placed LB Andra
Davis on injured reserve.

DENVER BRONCOS—Placed CB Lenny
Walls on injured reserve.

GREEN BAY PACKERS—Placed RB Walter
Williams on injured reserve. Signed FB
Vonta Leach from the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS—Signed DE Shaun Ellis to
a six-year contract extension.

HOCKEY
American Hockey League

HERSHEY BEARS—Recalled C Graig Mis-
chler from Reading of the ECHL. Assigned D
Mikko Viitanen and F Frantisek Skladany to
Quad City of the UHL.

HOUSTON AEROS—Recalled G Kyle Kettles
from Louisiana of the ECHL.

ST. JOHN’S MAPLE LEAFS—Assigned F
Chris St. Jacques to Pensacola of the ECHL.

ECHL
FRESNO FALCONS—Acquired F Sam Ftorek

from Gwinnett for D Kevin Truelson.
PENSACOLA ICE PILOTS—Released F Jim

Murphy.
PEORIA RIVERMEN—Loaned F Trevor

Johnson to Hershey of the AHL.
SOUTH CAROLINA STINGRAYS—Released D

Kevin Knopp.
COLLEGE

IOWA STATE—Announced the resignation
of Linda Crum, women’s volleyball coach.

ST. PETER’S—Named Freeman Blade wom-
en’s assistant basketball coach.

STANFORD—Fired Buddy Teevens, football
coach.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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ORLANDO, Fla. — Doc Rivers
was cheered by his old fans, then
his new team gave him a small
measure of revenge.

Rivers’ Boston Celtics snapped
a four-game losing streak by beat-
ing the Orlando Magic 117-101 on
Monday night, giving him a win
the first time he faced his former
team.

The Magic fired Rivers a year
ago, after four-plus seasons,
when the team stumbled to a 1-10
record. Rivers, the NBA’s coach
of the year in 2001, had a 171-168
record with three trips to the play-
offs.

Rivers downplayed any ques-
tions of revenge, and deflected
the attention to his players.

“Great win for us because we
broke the losing streak we were
on,” Rivers said. “Our guys need-
ed a win like this.”

Paul Pierce scored 24 points,
leading seven players in double
figures, as the Celtics enjoyed
their best offensive performance
of the season. Marcus Banks
added a season-high 20 in a re-
serve role.

The game was expected to be
filled with emotion — with Rivers
being the most charismatic coach
in franchise history. But by the
time the ovation from Rivers’ pre-
game introduction died down, the
Celtics had put the Magic away.

“They attack the basket, so we
thought if we could get stops and
get up and down the court, then
we could beat them before they
set their defense,” Rivers said.
“That was something we saw on
film that we could take advantage
of, but the key was getting stops
first.”

The Magic missed 23 of their
first 32 shots and by the time they
steadied, the Celtics were gone.
Boston went ahead by 10 midway
through the first quarter, by 20

early in the second and the mar-
gin reached 27 with 5:37 left be-
fore the break.

“The key was, we got back on
defense every time and we didn’t
allow them to have fast-break
points,” Rivers said.

On the other end of the floor,
the Magic played like the squad
that got Rivers fired.

Orlando’s toothless defense let
Boston drive uncontested to the
basket, leading to 11 dunks and
layups in the first quarter.

Pierce’s fast-break follow slam
capped a 26-8 run for a 15-point
lead with 3:44 left in the period.

“I never felt like we had control
of the game, I never felt like we
had momentum going our way at
all,” said Orlando coach Johnny
Davis, who replaced Rivers. “It
started pretty much from the
opening tip right on through.”

Then, Boston began sinking al-
most every shot, no matter how
off-balance, wild or well defend-
ed. Banks’ flailing layup with 8:12
to go before the break was the
Celtics’ 22nd field goal in 33 at-
tempts, and put them up 49-29.

For the Magic, who had their
worst loss of the season, Hedo
Turkoglu scored 17 points. Kelvin
Cato had his first double-double
with 14 points and 12 rebounds,
both season bests, while Dwight
Howard had his fourth with 10
and 10.

Steve Francis and Grant Hill,
who entered combining for better
than 40 points, collectively shot
10-for-30 for 25.

Clippers 94, Cavaliers 82: At
Los Angeles, Elton Brand had a
season-high 30 points and six as-
sists, Bobby Simmons scored
nine of his 17 points in the fourth

quarter, and the Clippers complet-
ed the second-best November in
franchise history.

By winning their fourth
straight game, the Clippers (9-6)
have their best record in the
month since the 1974-75 team,
playing in Buffalo, went 12-4. The
only other times the Clippers
have had a winning record in No-
vember were in 1977 (8-6) and
1992 (7-6).

LeBron James led the Cava-
liers with 22 points, seven re-
bounds, five assists and six steals
— equaling his career high. The
loss was just the second in 11
games for the Cavaliers (9-5),

who were shooting for their first
10-win November since 1977.

Nuggets 76, Hornets 67: Earl
Boykins scored 22 points to help
the Nuggets overcome the ab-
sence of Carmelo Anthony and de-
feat the Hornets at home.

The Nuggets won for the sixth
time in seven games, but strug-
gled mightily against the Hor-
nets, who came into the final stop
of a five-game road trip with the
NBA’s worst record and without
Jamaal Magloire, Baron Davis,
Rodney Rogers and Jamal Mash-
burn.

Lee Nailon scored 16 points for
the Hornets.

Police identify fan who threw chair during brawl

Celtics, Rivers earn big victory

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Po-
lice believe they know the identi-
ty of the man who threw a chair
in a brawl between players and
fans during the Indiana-Detroit
game on Nov. 19.

Police did not identify the man
Monday, though they said he is a
35-year-old Pistons’ season-ticket
holder. He has not been inter-
viewed and is not in custody. Po-
lice Lt. James Manning said po-
lice have met with the man’s attor-
ney.

The lawyer, Kenneth Karasick,
did not immediately respond to a
telephone message seeking com-
ment.

The fight among spectators and
players broke out near the end of
the game after an on-court dis-
pute over a foul. A fan hurled a
drink at Indiana’s Ron Artest,
who then charged into the stands
and began beating a man he
thought had done it.

Other players and fans soon
joined the brawl.

Oakland County Prosecutor
David Gorcyca has said the man
who threw the chair, which hit

several people
including a po-
lice officer,
could be
charged with
felony assault.

Other participants could be
charged with misdemeanor as-
sault and battery.

Detroit television stations re-
peatedly broadcast video footage
of the fight that showed the man
police said threw the chair in the
hopes that someone would come
forward with his identity.

Separately, Manning said Au-
burn Hills detectives were in-
formed by a lawyer for the Pac-
ers that none of the players would
participate in police interviews.

Magloire out three months

NEW ORLEANS — New Or-
leans center Jamaal Magloire
will be out up to three months
with a dislocated right ring fin-
ger.

Magloire was injured in the
fourth quarter of the Hornets’
95-86 loss at Phoenix on Friday
and flew back to New Orleans for
treatment. He will not need sur-
gery.

The team said Monday that Ma-
gloire’s finger would be in a splint
for eight weeks and then he will
rehab for four weeks.

Magloire, an Eastern Confer-
ence All-Star, has averaged 14
points and nine rebounds per
game in 11 games this season.

Celtics’ West out indefinitely

ORLANDO, Fla. — Boston
guard Delonte West is out indefi-
nitely after breaking his right
hand in the second quarter of Bos-
ton’s 106-104 loss at Miami on
Sunday night. It was only the rook-
ie’s second game since coming off
the injured list. He broke his right
thumb in the preseason.

In limited action, West had
seven points, four assists and
three rebounds.

Kirilenko out with knee injury

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah
Jazz forward Andrei Kirilenko
will be sidelined at least the next
two weeks with a sprained liga-
ment in his right knee.

Kirilenko injured his medial
collateral ligament Saturday
night in a collision with Beno
Udrih during Utah’s 109-76 loss

to the San Antonio Spurs. He’s ex-
pected to go on the injured list
Tuesday, Jazz spokeswoman
Cindy Edman said.

Kirilenko would miss at least
five games on the injured list, but
could be out longer if the sprain
in his MCL doesn’t heal. Jazz
trainer Gary Briggs said an MRI
taken Sunday showed the sprain,
but not a complete rupture of the
ligament.

Nelson to let Johnson coach

DALLAS — Mavericks coach
Don Nelson will step aside for
Tuesday night’s game against San
Antonio and let his top assistant
Avery Johnson run the team.

Nelson will still be on the bench
against the Spurs, but will leave it
to Johnson to make decisions.

“I’ll give him my opinion, and
he’ll have to make the call,” Nel-
son said. “Just like when he gives
me his opinion, I reject some of
them, he can reject mine.”

Nelson would like Johnson to
be his eventual successor, and
plans to let him coach five or six
games this season. Nelson is in
his eighth season in Dallas, and is
signed through next season.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 6 6 .500 —
Philadelphia 6 7 .462 ½
Toronto 6 9 .400 1½
Boston 5 8 .385 1½
New Jersey 2 11 .154 4½

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 10 5 .667 —
Orlando 8 5 .615 1
Washington 7 5 .583 1½
Charlotte 3 9 .250 5½
Atlanta 2 11 .154 7

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Indiana 10 4 .714 —
Cleveland 9 5 .643 1
Detroit 6 7 .462 3½
Milwaukee 4 7 .364 4½
Chicago 1 10 .091 7½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 11 3 .786 —
Dallas 10 5 .667 1½
Houston 6 9 .400 5½
Memphis 5 9 .357 6
New Orleans 1 12 .077 9½

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Seattle 13 2 .867 —
Minnesota 8 5 .615 4
Denver 8 6 .571 4½
Utah 8 6 .571 4½
Portland 7 6 .538 5

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
Phoenix 11 2 .846 —
Sacramento 8 5 .615 3
L.A. Clippers 9 6 .600 3
L.A. Lakers 8 6 .571 3½
Golden State 3 10 .231 8

Monday’s games
Boston 117, Orlando 101
Denver 76, New Orleans 67
L.A. Clippers 94, Cleveland 82

Tuesday’s games
New York at Atlanta
Toronto at Miami
Charlotte at New Jersey
Sacramento at Memphis
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee
Detroit at Houston
San Antonio at Dallas
Phoenix at Utah
Seattle at Portland

Wednesday’s games
Milwaukee at Boston
Toronto at Orlando
New Jersey at Washington
Memphis at New York
Sacramento at New Orleans
L.A. Lakers at Chicago
Philadelphia at San Antonio
Cleveland at Phoenix
Utah at Seattle
Indiana at L.A. Clippers
Minnesota at Golden State

Thursday’s games
Houston at Dallas
Cleveland at Denver

Monday
Celtics 117, Magic 101

BOSTON — Welsch 5-9 0-0 10, LaFrentz 6-11
2-2 14, Blount 2-5 3-4 7, Pierce 9-21 6-7 24, Pay-
ton 3-6 5-6 11, R.Davis 6-14 1-2 13, Jefferson
7-13 2-3 16, Banks 7-13 5-5 20, Allen 0-3 2-2 2,
McCarty 0-0 0-0 0, Perkins 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
45-96 26-31 117.

ORLANDO — Hill 5-14 1-1 11, Howard 5-12
0-0 10, Cato 3-9 8-8 14, Stevenson 5-9 1-1 11,
Francis 5-16 4-4 14, Nelson 2-7 0-0 4, Turkoglu
6-17 5-6 18, Battie 4-5 0-0 8, Garrity 0-4 0-0 0,
Kasun 2-4 0-1 4, Hunter 2-3 3-4 7. Totals
39-100 22-25 101.

Boston 37 32 25 23—117
Orlando 20 25 33 23—101
Three-Point Goals—Boston 1-9 (Banks 1-2,

R.Davis 0-1, Allen 0-1, Pierce 0-2, LaFrentz
0-3), Orlando 1-12 (Turkoglu 1-6, Nelson 0-1,
Garrity 0-2, Francis 0-3). Fouled out—Francis.
Rebounds—Boston 58 (Blount 10), Orlando
62 (Cato 12). Assists—Boston 15 (Payton 5),
Orlando 22 (Hill 6). Total fouls—Boston 24, Or-
lando 24. Technicals—Boston Defensive
Three Second, Orlando coach J.Davis, Cato,
Francis. Flagrant foul—Kasun. A—12,124
(17,248).

Nuggets 76, Hornets 67
NEW ORLEANS — West 4-8 0-0 8, Nailon

7-15 2-2 16, Brown 4-10 3-3 11, Wesley 2-5 0-0
5, Armstrong 3-14 2-2 8, Harrington 4-9 1-1 10,
Freije 0-0 0-0 0, Andersen 2-3 0-0 4, Lynch 0-3
0-0 0, Smith 2-2 0-0 5. Totals 28-69 8-8 67.

DENVER — White 4-10 0-2 8, Martin 4-8 2-3
10, Camby 0-3 0-0 0, Buckner 0-4 3-4 3, Miller
5-14 4-4 14, Russell 4-9 0-0 12, Nene 2-5 3-4 7,
Boykins 9-16 1-1 22, Elson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
28-69 13-18 76.

New Orleans 18 21 20 8—67
Denver 27 15 16 18—76
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 3-9 (Har-

rington 1-1, Smith 1-1, Wesley 1-2, Lynch 0-1,
West 0-1, Armstrong 0-3), Denver 7-11 (Rus-
sell 4-4, Boykins 3-5, White 0-1, Buckner 0-1).
Fouled out—None. Rebounds—New Orleans
43 (West 10), Denver 44 (Camby 11). As-
sists—New Orleans 20 (Armstrong 5), Den-
ver 20 (Miller 8). Total fouls—New Orleans
21, Denver 15. Technical—New Orleans De-
fensive Three Second. A—13,119 (19,099).

Clippers 94, Cavaliers 82
CLEVELAND — James 9-19 4-5 22, Gooden

1-4 0-0 2, Ilgauskas 7-14 2-4 16, Newble 1-3
0-0 2, McInnis 4-11 0-0 8, Traylor 1-2 0-0 2, Har-
ris 4-7 3-3 11, Snow 2-2 0-0 4, Wagner 4-10 0-0
9, Diop 1-6 0-0 2, L.Jackson 0-0 0-0 0, Varejao
1-2 2-2 4. Totals 35-80 11-14 82.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 7-13 3-3 17,
Brand 12-22 6-7 30, Wilcox 4-9 0-0 8, Ross 2-5
2-2 6, Jaric 5-12 5-6 16, Brunson 2-6 0-0 4,
Kaman 0-2 0-0 0, Moore 4-5 5-7 13. Totals
36-74 21-25 94.

Cleveland 21 20 27 14—82
L.A. Clippers 32 20 18 24—94
Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 1-10 (Wag-

ner 1-3, Diop 0-1, Harris 0-1, James 0-2, McInn-
is 0-3), L.A. Clippers 1-5 (Jaric 1-4, Simmons
0-1). Fouled out—None. Rebounds—Cleve-
land 39 (James 7), L.A. Clippers 51 (Wilcox
11). Assists—Cleveland 15 (James 5), L.A.
Clippers 26 (Jaric 11). Total fouls—Cleveland
23, L.A. Clippers 15. Technicals—McInnis,
L.A. Clippers Defensive Three Second.
A—16,465 (18,964).

AP

Celtics guard Ricky Davis drives practically unabated to the basket

against the Magic during the fourth quarter in Orlando on Monday.
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GENEVA — Olympic gold medalist Tyler Hamil-
ton’s pro cycling team fired him after he failed dop-
ing tests, the sport’s world governing body said Tues-
day.

The International Cycling Union (UCI), based in
Aigle, Switzerland, said the Phonak team told it the
American rider’s contract was terminated last
week.

Phonak was refused a racing license Tuesday by
the UCI, prohibiting it from competing in the Tour
de France and other elite events. Phonak told UCI
about Hamilton’s status while the group was consid-
ering whether to renew the license.

Phonak team officials did not immediately return
calls, and Hamilton could not immediately be
reached for comment.

In a posting on his Web site last Thursday, he
didn’t mention losing his spot with Phonak. His con-
tract was scheduled to expire in December 2005.

Hamilton, a native of Marblehead, Mass., first test-
ed positive for blood doping after winning the time
trial at the Athens Olympics in August. But the case
was dropped after his backup sample was frozen,
leaving too few red blood cells to analyze.

Hamilton tested positive again for an illegal blood
transfusion at the Spanish Vuelta in September,
with both samples confirming the result. He faces a
possible two-year ban in that case.

Hamilton insists he is innocent and has vowed to
clear his name, while Phonak has questioned the
testing system used to detect blood doping.

UCI did not give its reasons for refusing four-year
licenses to Phonak and two other teams — France’s
AG2R and Mr.Bookmaker.com Palmans of Bel-
gium. All teams can appeal the decision to the Court
of Arbitration for Sport.

U.S. opens final round
of World Cup qualifying at Trinidad

ZURICH, Switzerland — The United States opens
the final round of 2006 World Cup qualifying with
games at Trinidad and Tobago in February and at
Mexico in March.

The Americans, trying to reach their fifth consecu-
tive World Cup, close out the 10-game final round of
the North and Central American and Caribbean re-
gion in October at home against Panama.

The top three teams in the six-nation group quali-
fy for the 32-country field at the World Cup tourna-
ment in Germany. The fourth-place team will play
the No. 5 nation in Asia in a home-and-home playoff
for another berth.

The United States, which won its four-nation semi-
final group, opens the last round of qualifying at
Trinidad and Tobago on Feb. 9, according to the
draw conducted Tuesday by FIFA, soccer’s govern-
ing body.

Bradley charged
with disorderly conduct

COPLEY, Ohio — Los Angeles
Dodgers outfielder Milton Brad-
ley is in trouble again, this time
charged with disorderly conduct

after interfering with a traffic stop near Akron.
Bradley, known for an inability to control his tem-

per, was charged after police stopped a woman for
weaving on a highway Thursday. Police say Brad-
ley, who was driving another car ahead of the
woman, stopped on an exit ramp and walked on the
side of the highway until he reached the traffic stop.

“He started screaming to the officer something to
the effect of, ‘Why are you stopping my friend?’ ” Co-
pley Township Police Chief Michael Mier said Mon-
day. “The officer had to tell him several times to re-
turn to his vehicle, and he refused to do so.”

At one point, Mier said, Bradley put his hands be-
hind his back and “said ‘go ahead and arrest me.’ ”
Mier said.

The officer did, and charged Bradley with the
fourth-degree misdemeanor. He was not held but
was issued a summons to appear Friday in Barber-
ton Municipal Court. If convicted, Bradley could be
sentenced from no jail time up to 30 days, and a max-
imum fine of $250.

The woman, identified only as a friend of Brad-
ley’s, was not charged and allowed to leave, Mier
said.

NHL commissioner reiterates
league’s stand against luxury tax

EDMONTON, Alberta — NHL commissioner
Gary Bettman reiterated the league’s position that it
won’t consider the players’ proposed luxury tax.

“They claim that will fix our problems, I’m here to
tell you today . . . that a luxury tax will not work and
it will create a potential for future disaster in the
NHL,” Bettman said Tuesday at an Edmonton
Chamber of Commerce breakfast.

Bettman also reiterated that the owners don’t
have a drop-dead date for when they would have to
pull the plug on the 2004-05 season.

The NHL and NHLPA haven’t had a formal collec-
tive bargaining session since Sept. 9 in Toronto,
when the league officially rejected the union’s luxu-
ry tax-based proposal.

The league has said it doesn’t believe in a luxury
tax because it doesn’t guarantee cost certainty.

Phelps’ trial set for Dec. 29

SALISBURY, Md. — Michael Phelps’ drunken
driving trial was set for Dec. 29.

Phelps, 19, the Olympic swimming champion,
was stopped by a state trooper on Nov. 4 for running
a stop sign in Salisbury.

Among charges against Phelps were driving
under the influence of alcohol and driving while im-
paired.

BY JACOB JORDAN

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Six Clemson play-
ers and six South Carolina players were
suspended one game by their conferences
Monday for brawling during a game be-
tween the in-state rivals Nov. 20.

The Atlantic Coast Conference and
Southeastern Conference handed down the
punishment.

“The actions of these suspended stu-
dent-athletes violate the letter and spirit of
the SEC and NCAA rules and regulations
of sportsmanlike conduct,” SEC commis-
sioner Mike Slive said. “These suspensions
are intended to send a clear and unequivo-
cal message to all student-athletes in the
Southeastern Conference that this conduct
will not be tolerated now or in the future.”

Both schools declined bowl invitations
last week as punishment for their teams.

Clemson’s Duane Coleman, Nathan Ben-
nett, Brandon Cannon, Roman Fry, Mau-

rice Nelson and Anthony Waters were sus-
pended. Four other Clemson players will
receive letters of reprimand: Cory
Groover, Tommy Sharpe, Nick Watkins
and Bobby Williamson.

It will be up to the team to decide when
the players will serve their suspensions.
The Tigers open the season against Texas
A&M on Sept. 3.

“There is no justification for the alterca-
tions that took place,” Clemson coach
Tommy Bowden said in his first public
comments since the schools declined bowl
bids. “I am disappointed in the actions of
some of our players, but 90 percent of
them either stayed out of it or tried to
break it up.”

The ACC also said senior tailback Yusef
Kelley, seen kicking a South Carolina play-
er who lay face-down with his helmet off,
would have been suspended but does not
have any eligibility remaining.

ACC commissioner John Swofford com-
mended Clemson for its immediate action

last week. The conference said it did a thor-
ough review of video footage before hand-
ing out the suspensions.

“The ACC is compelled to take this ac-
tion because of the nature and seriousness
of the situation,” Swofford said. “What took
place in the South Carolina-Clemson game
has no place in college football or any other
sporting event.”

For South Carolina, Daccus Turman, Jer-
maine Sims, Freddy Saint-Preux, Woodly
Telfort, Moe Thompson and Charles Silas
must sit out the season-opener against Cen-
tral Florida on Sept. 3.

The SEC also said three other players —
Matthew Thomas, Taqiy Muhammad and
Jamacia Jackson — would have been sus-
pended if they had any eligibility remain-
ing.

South Carolina’s Thompson said Mon-
day night the team learned of the disci-
pline at a meeting with new coach Steve
Spurrier.

“I try not to look back at it because it’s

very frustrating,” said Thompson, a defen-
sive end.

Spurrier said he didn’t think he’d tack on
additional penalties for the Gamecocks in-
volved.

The brawl broke out with about six min-
utes left in the game. It started when Ti-
gers defensive lineman Bobby Williamson
took down South Carolina quarterback
Syvelle Newton and appeared to linger too
long on top of him.

Gamecock offensive lineman Chris
White came to Newton’s defense, and even-
tually both sidelines cleared.

South Carolina coach Lou Holtz, in his
last game after 33 seasons, and Bowden
tried to break up the brawl, but the fight
stretched nearly 60 yards along the field.

The suspended Clemson players issued
a collective statement.

“We realize there is no place for fighting
in college athletics and we accept the sus-
pensions,” the statement said. “We apolo-
gize to any Clemson alumnus or college
football fan who was embarrassed by what
happened.”

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Damian Mill-
er’s $8.75 million, three-year con-
tract was finalized by the Milwau-
kee Brewers and Doug Mirabelli
became the first of Boston’s 16
free agents to re-sign, agreeing to
a $3 million, two-year deal Mon-
day.

As the free-agent market re-
sumed following the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend break, Gary Bennett
was the third catcher to sign off
on a deal, agreeing to a $750,000,
one-year contract with the
soon-to-be Washington Nationals.

And the New York Yankees
neared agreement on a contract
with backup catcher John Flaher-
ty.

Left-handed pitcher Dennys
Reyes agreed to a $550,000,
one-year contract with the San
Diego Padres, who last week
reached an agreement with
right-hander Rudy Seanez for the
same amount.

While the top and middle of the
market awaits the Dec. 7 deadline
for teams to offer salary arbitra-
tion to their former players who
became free agents, players with
lower profiles are signing.

Miller’s deal was agreed to last
Tuesday, and he took a physical
the following day. But the Brew-
ers put off completing the agree-
ment because they couldn’t find
any of their team physicians to
read the MRI exam results ahead
of the holiday weekend.

“We were getting all the infor-
mation together to a level we felt
comfortable with and we feel fine
about it now,” general manager
Doug Melvin said. “It was just
due diligence. We had to get a sec-
ond opinion on some things.”

Miller gets $3.25 million in
each of the next two seasons, and
Milwaukee has a $3.75 million op-
tion for 2007. If the Brewers de-
cline it, Miller would get a $2.25
million player option and the

chance, if he exercises it, to earn
$750,000 more in performance bo-
nuses.

Miller, 35, grew up in La
Crosse. He hit .272 with nine hom-
ers and a career-high 58 RBIs in
110 games for Oakland last sea-
son, including .324 with runners
in scoring position and .412 with
the bases loaded.

Mirabelli will earn a $200,000
signing bonus and $1.4 million in
each of the next two seasons
under his contract with the World
Series champions. Mirabelli
made $825,000 last season, when
he batted .281 with nine homers
and 32 RBIs in 160 at-bats as
Jason Varitek’s backup and the
regular catcher for knuckleballer
Tim Wakefield.

Bennett, 32, fulfills the need for
a backup to Brian Schneider on
the Expos, who will become the
Nationals once baseball owners
approve the proposed move. Ben-
nett hit .224 with three home runs
and 20 RBIs in 75 games for Mil-
waukee last year. He’s a career
.247 hitter in nine seasons with
Philadelphia, the New York Mets,
Colorado, San Diego and Milwau-
kee.

Bennett’s best season came
with San Diego in 2003, when he
had 42 RBIs in 96 games.

Reyes was 4-8 with a 4.75 ERA
in 40 games with Kansas City last
season, including 12 starts.

Flaherty hit .252 in 127 at-bats
but was the key to several New
York wins, hitting six homers and
driving in 16 runs. He made
$775,000 and his new deal was
likely to be for a salary between
that and $1 million.

Second baseman Miguel Cairo,
like Flaherty represented by
agent Alan Nero, also hopes to
re-sign with the Yankees.

“We’re in the process of ex-
changing ideas. With Flaherty,
we’ve got only a couple of items
left,” Nero said. “It’s nothing
more than with John, we started
earlier.”

Cycling’s Hamilton gets firedBaseball’s free agents
get back to business

Clemson, S. Carolina players suspended
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Peach Bowl officials want to lure the Gators

BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — After
years of battling for supremacy in
the Big East, Miami and Virginia
Tech will do the same in the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference.

In their first meeting as ACC ri-
vals, the Hokies and Hurricanes
will play Saturday with a confer-
ence title and Bowl Champion-
ship Series bid on the line.

No. 10 Virginia Tech (9-2, 6-1)
will claim the outright ACC title if
it beats Miami for the second
straight year; the Hokies eased
past the Hurricanes 31-7 last year
in Blacksburg, Va.

If No. 9 Miami (8-2, 5-2) wins,
it’ll finish in a three-way tie atop
the league with the Hokies and
Florida State — which would
have at least a share of the ACC
title for the 12th time in 13 years.
The Seminoles are headed to the
Gator Bowl to play West Virginia.

Miami, though, would be cer-

tain to end the year as the confer-
ence’s highest-ranked team in the
BCS standings, winning the
league’s tiebreaker.

“It’s pretty cool that it comes
down to us,” Miami quarterback
Brock Berlin said. “We were at
the ACC meetings and everybody
was saying ‘You guys are the new
guys, you guys don’t know if you
can play with us.’ Well, we kind of
showed everybody that we can

play in this league and we were
meant to be here. It’s a credit to
both universities.”

Miami and Virginia Tech were
unquestionably the Big East’s two
best football drawing cards, and
quickly established themselves as
part of the ACC’s highest level.

Miami (six) and Virginia Tech
(three) won nine Big East football
titles in 12 years. The teams
ranked 1-2 in winning percentage

among Big East schools, and
were the only members of that
conference to play for the nation-
al title; Miami had championship
years in 1991 and 2001; Virginia
Tech lost the 1999 championship
game to Florida State.

Neither will play in the BCS
title game this year, but winning
an ACC crown would be a nifty
consolation prize.

“I’m glad that we’ve had the
success that we’ve had and dem-
onstrated that we’re going to be a
good member for the ACC,” Vir-
ginia Tech coach Frank Beamer
said. “I’m pleased about that. And
I think the ACC is a great, great
league. It just so happens that
Miami and us are the two this
time around at the very end.”

Miami had last week off; Virgin-
ia Tech beat Virginia 24-10 on Sat-
urday. Miami also had a bye last
year before the showdown with
the Hokies, and Beamer’s team
decisively beat them.

Still, Beamer wouldn’t have
necessarily minded a little more
rest between the Virginia and
Miami matchups.

“This week, I wish it was like a
championship game and we might
have two weeks to get ready for
it,” Beamer said. “That’d certain-
ly be helpful to us. It is what it is,
so we’ve got to prepare fast and
get ready to play a tremendously
important football game.”

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Peach Bowl wants Flori-
da to play in the Dec. 31 game — and hopes
Ron Zook will hang around to coach the Ga-
tors for a few more weeks.

Bowl president Gary Stokan said Tuesday
that the selection committee voted for Florida
over Alabama as its choice from the Southeast-
ern Conference, assuming the Gators are
available.

There’s one caveat: An Auburn loss in the
SEC championship game could force the
Peach Bowl to go in a different direction.

Even so, the Peach Bowl is not expected to
formally announce Florida as one of its teams
until after Saturday’s SEC title game between

the Tigers and Tennessee.
No. 20 Florida (7-4) is ex-

pected to play the loser of
Saturday’s Miami-Virginia
Tech game. The winner will
get the Atlantic Coast Con-

ference’s automatic bid to the Bowl Champion-
ship Series.

Zook was fired last month but agreed to fin-
ish his third season. Florida closed with three
straight victories under its lame-duck coach,
including a road victory over Florida State,
the Gators’ first in Tallahassee since 1986.

Zook hasn’t said whether he will coach in a
bowl game.

Alabama (6-5) is expected to play in the

Music City Bowl.
The Gator Bowl has the second pick among

ACC schools and planned to invite Florida
State on Tuesday. The Seminoles will meet
West Virginia.

Ga. Tech heading to Champs Sports Bowl

ATLANTA — Georgia Tech finally will play
in a bowl that’s not too far from home.

After being sent out West for three straight
years, the Yellow Jackets (6-5) formally ac-
cepted an invitation to the Champs Sports
Bowl in Orlando, Fla., on Tuesday.

The Champs Sports Bowl, formerly known
as the Tangerine, will match Georgia Tech
against a team from the Big 12.

BCS shakedown has Pitt feeling festive

Bowl glance

Bowl games
Tuesday, Dec. 14
New Orleans Bowl
Payout: $750,000

North Texas (7-4) vs. Southern Miss. (6-4)
Tuesday, Dec. 21

Champs Sports Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.
Payout: $850,000

ACC vs. Big 12
Wednesday, Dec. 22

GMAC Bowl
Mobile, Ala.

Payout: $750,000
Memphis (8-3) vs. MAC or WAC

Thursday, Dec. 23
Fort Worth (Texas) Bowl

Payout: $750,000
Cincinnati (6-5) vs. Big 12 No. 8

Las Vegas Bowl
Payout: $750,000

MWC No. 2 vs. Pac-10 No. 4/5
Friday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl
At Honolulu

Payout: $750,000
UAB (7-4) vs. WAC

Monday, Dec. 27
MPC Computers Bowl
At Boise, Idaho
Payout: $750,000

WAC vs. ACC No. 6
Motor City Bowl
At Pontiac, Mich.
Payout: $750,000

MAC vs. Big Ten No. 7
Tuesday, Dec. 28
Independence Bowl
At Shreveport, La.
Payout: $1.2 million

Big 12 vs. SEC
Insight Bowl
At Phoenix

Payout: $750,000
Pac-10 No. 4/5 vs. Notre Dame (6-5)

Wednesday, Dec. 29
Houston Bowl

Payout: $1.1 million
Texas-El Paso (8-3) vs. Big 12

Alamo Bowl
At San Antonio

Payout: $1.55 million
Ohio State (7-4) vs. Big 12 No. 4

Thursday, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl
At Charlotte, N.C.
Payout: $750,000

Big East No. 4/5 vs. North Carolina (6-5)
Emerald Bowl
At San Francisco
Payout: $750,000

MWC No. 3 vs. Navy (8-2)
Holiday Bowl
At San Diego

Payout: $2 million
Pac-10 No. 2 vs. Big 12 No. 3

Silicon Valley Classic
At San Jose, Calif.
Payout: $750,000

WAC vs. MAC
Friday, Dec. 31
Music City Bowl
At Nashville, Tenn.
Payout: $780,000

SEC vs. Minnesota (6-5)
Sun Bowl

At El Paso, Texas
Payout: $1.5 million

Purdue (7-4) vs. Pac-10 No. 3
Liberty Bowl

At Memphis, Tenn.
Payout: $1.35 million

MWC champion or TBA vs. Louisville (9-1)
Peach Bowl
At Atlanta

Payout: $2.2 million
ACC No. 3 vs. SEC No. 4

Saturday, Jan. 1
Cotton Bowl
At Dallas

Payout: $3 million
SEC vs Big 12 No. 2

Outback Bowl
At Tampa, Fla.

Payout: $2.75 million
Wisconsin (9-2) vs. SEC No. 3

Gator Bowl
At Jacksonville, Fla.
Payout: $1.6 million

ACC No. 2 vs. West Virginia (8-3)
Capital One Bowl
At Orlando, Fla.

Payout: $5.187 million
Iowa (9-2) vs. SEC

Rose Bowl
At Pasadena, Calif.
Payout: $14.5 million

Michigan (9-2) vs. Pac-10 champion or TBA
Fiesta Bowl
At Tempe, Ariz.

Payout: $11-14 million
BCS vs. BCS

Monday, Jan. 3
Sugar Bowl

At New Orleans
Payout: $11-14 million

BCS vs. BCS
Tuesday, Jan. 4
Orange Bowl
At Miami

Payout: $11-14 million
BCS1 vs. BCS2

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Don’t tell the Pitt Pan-
thers they’re a perfect example of what’s
wrong with the BCS system.

Consecutive wins over ranked-at-the-time
Notre Dame and West Virginia vaulted the
Panthers (7-3) to No. 19, and they will get the
Big East Conference’s automatic BCS bowl
bid if they beat South Florida (4-6) in Tampa
on Saturday.

Three-loss teams with no victories over Top
15 opponents aren’t supposed to be in the run-
ning for one of the BCS’ $14 million to $17 mil-
lion paydays, especially when quality teams
such as No. 6 Texas (10-1) and No. 7 Louisville
(9-1) are being left out.

Just don’t ask the Panthers to apologize for
winning, especially when they’re doing so
with a lineup that includes just six seniors — a
year after they went 8-5 with a deep, experi-
enced team led by Heisman Trophy runnerup
Larry Fitzgerald.

When Pitt was 2-2 and apparently going no-

where, Harris said he felt the Panthers had
the makings of being special. But, realistical-
ly, he probably didn’t think a team that could
barely beat Division I-AA Furman or Big East
tailender Temple might wind up playing No. 5
Utah in the Fiesta Bowl — currently, the Pan-
thers’ most likely bowl matchup.

“I’m one of those guys who feels strongly
about what we do, almost to a fault,” Harris
said Monday. “Our challenge was to get them
to believe, and to execute.”

Harris also took an apparent shot at those
who felt the Panthers failed to recruit well in
recent years, saying they are winning with
players “nobody knew about or believed in ex-
cept for our staff.”

If nothing else, whatever bowl settles for
the Panthers will be getting one of college foot-
ball’s more exciting teams. Sophomore quar-
terback Tyler Palko has engineered five come-
back victories in the fourth quarter or over-
time, a remarkable percentage for a player
who has started only 10 college games.

An 8-3 regular season would also be the

school’s best since coach Mike Gottfried’s sec-
ond Pitt team went 8-3 in 1987 before losing to
Texas in the Bluebonnet Bowl.

“You live to play in big games, big-money
games and we as a team have a chance to do
something special. A win puts us at 8-3 — a
record [like when the] big guys played here,”
Palko said, a reference to the early 1980s
teams led by Dan Marino.

Palko promised the Panthers won’t take
their foot off the accelerator against South
Florida, which upset Pitt 35-26 on Sept. 8,
2001, for the Bulls’ first victory against an es-
tablished Division I-A program. The upset
loss was one of the biggest in Pitt’s history,
and ranks as perhaps the low mark of Harris’
eight seasons at the school.

The Panthers will probably get the Big
East’s BCS bid over Syracuse (6-5) even if
they lose, but neither Harris nor Palko wants
to hear that.

“We need to take care of business. We’re
not going to hold anything back,” Palko said.
“This is going to be an intense week. We don’t
have to rely on anyone else, we don’t want to
have to wait around to figure it out.”

ACC title game has Big East flavor

Bowl
game
briefs

Va. Tech visits
longtime rival
Miami for berth
in Sugar Bowl

AP

Virginia Tech’s Josh Hyman (19) fends off Virginia’s Jermaine Hardy

(36) during the Hokies’ 24-10 victory Saturday at Blacksburg.
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The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Kansas
got a big lead in a hurry and made
sure Nevada couldn’t repeat last
year’s upset.

Wayne Simien had 14 points
and 10 rebounds for his third dou-
ble-double in as many games, and
the second-ranked Jayhawks
opened with a 19-4 run Monday
night on the way to an 85-52 victo-

ry.
Kansas

(3-0) led 43-16
at halftime
and was up by
as many as 39
points.

“I thought our defense was pret-
ty good,” Jayhawks coach Bill
Self said. “I thought the whole
team played sluggish in the sec-
ond half, which is to be expected.
We still have to learn to put our
foot on the throat.”

Nevada beat then-No. 6 Kansas
75-61 last year, an early highlight
in a season in which the Wolf
Pack went on to win the Western
Athletic Conference, reach the
round of 16 in the NCAA tourna-
ment and finish 25-9.

“Coach brought the old clips
when they smacked us pretty
good and the fans stormed the
court,” Simien said. “He did it to
motivate us. I think it did that.”

Nick Fazekas, the Wolf Pack’s
leading scorer with a 23.3 aver-
age, was harried by Christian
Moody into 1-for-9 shooting in the
first half and finished with 17
points.

“We are just young,” first-year
Nevada coach Mark Fox said.

“We just couldn’t execute our
offense against their pressure de-
fense.”

Fox was promoted to replace
Trent Johnson, who took over the
Stanford program.

No. 6 Oklahoma St. 76, SMU
57: John Lucas scored 24 points
to lead the Cowboys (4-0) as
coach Eddie Sutton won for the
759th time, tying him for eighth
place on the Division I career list
with Ed Diddle.

Lucas scored 11 points as visit-
ing Oklahoma State took control
in the first half with a 17-4 run.

Patrick Simpson had 20 points
for SMU (2-1), which lost for the
first time under coach Jimmy
Tubbs.

No. 16 N.C. State 60, Purdue
53: Julius Hodge had 22 points,
eight rebounds and five assists to
lead the Wolfpack to the home
win on the opening night of the
ACC-Big Ten Challenge.

Ilian Evtimov had 12 points for
the Wolfpack (5-0), who won their
first four games by an average of
37 points.

Carl Landry had 18 points for
Purdue (1-3), which in coach
Gene Keady’s farewell season is

off to its worst start since 1962-63.

No. 18 Texas 86, Coppin St.
50: Freshman Daniel Gibson
scored 17 points for the Long-
horns (4-1), who had 16
three-pointers, two short of the
school record. Texas had nine
threes in taking a 42-29 halftime
lead.

Darryl Proctor had 11 points
for the visiting Eagles (0-3).

At least four Longhorns have
reached double figures in all five
games. Against the Eagles, it was
Gibson, Kenny Taylor (14), Ken-
ton Paulino (13) and Jason Klotz
(11).

BY JIM O’CONNELL

The Associated Press

Virginia moved into The Associ-
ated Press’ men’s college basket-
ball Top 25 Monday, giving the At-
lantic Coast Conference a
record-tying seven teams in the
poll.

Wake Forest extended its lead
at No. 1, the Cavaliers were No.
24, and there were five other con-
ference schools in between,
matching the feat accomplished
twice by the Big Ten and once by
the ACC.

The Demon Deacons (5-0) used
their Preseason NIT champion-
ship to pull away from No. 2 Kan-
sas (2-0). Wake Forest had 40
first-place votes and 1,737 points
from the national media panel,
while the Jayhawks were No. 1 on
18 ballots and had 1,678 points.

Last week, Wake Forest re-
ceived 25 first-place votes, one
fewer than Kansas, and had 19
more points.

The other ranked ACC teams
were No. 4 Georgia Tech, No. 9
North Carolina, No. 10 Duke, No.
12 Maryland and No. 16 North
Carolina State.

The Big Ten had seven teams
ranked for one week in January
1993, and for four weeks in Janu-
ary and February 1999. The ACC
did it for two weeks in December
1997.

No. 3 Syracuse and Georgia
Tech switched places from last
week.

The Orange (5-0) had four
first-place votes, while Georgia
Tech (3-0), which beat Illi-
nois-Chicago 60-59 and Arkan-
sas-Little Rock 79-54, was No. 1
on seven ballots.

Illinois, Oklahoma State, Con-
necticut and Kentucky held spots
five through eight from last week.
Illinois got one first-place vote,
Oklahoma State had two.

North Carolina, which won the
Maui Invitational, moved up from
11th, while Duke dropped one
spot.

Michigan State was 11th, fol-
lowed by Maryland, Pittsburgh,
Washington, Mississippi State,
North Carolina State, Louisville,
Texas, Florida and Notre Dame.

The last five ranked teams
were Arizona, Alabama, Iowa, Vir-
ginia and Wisconsin.

Virginia (4-0) beat then-No. 11
Arizona 78-60 on Nov. 21 and de-

feated Appalachian State and
Richmond this week. The Cava-
liers were last ranked in Decem-
ber 2002.

Iowa (3-1) moved in at No. 23
off an impressive Maui Invitation-
al. The Hawkeyes, who were
ranked for one week in Decem-
ber 2003, played three Top 15
teams in Hawaii, beating Louis-
ville and Texas before losing to
North Carolina in the champion-
ship game.

Gonzaga and Memphis
dropped out of the Top 25.

The Bulldogs (3-1) lost 89-72 to
Illinois, ending a run of 22 consec-
utive poll appearances. Gonzaga
was ranked every week last sea-
son, reaching a school-best No. 3
in the last two polls of the season.

Memphis (4-2) lost 84-61 to
Maryland in the Hall of Fame Ti-
poff Classic. The Tigers, who
were ranked at the end of last sea-
son, also lost to Syracuse in the
final of the Coaches vs. Cancer
Classic.

Washington used its champion-
ship run in the Great Alaska
Shootout to have the week’s big-
gest jump. The Huskies, who beat
Alabama 79-76 in the title game,
moved from No. 22 to No. 14.

The biggest drop of the week
was shared by Louisville and Wis-
consin. The Cardinals fell from
12th to 17th after finishing fifth at
Maui. Wisconsin dropped from
20th to 25th following a 75-61 loss
at Pepperdine.

Power-packed conferences
Conference with seven members

ranked in the AP men’s college basket-
ball poll:
Nov. 29, 2004 — ACC: No. 1 Wake For-

est; No. 4 Georgia Tech; No. 9 North Caro-
lina; No. 10 Duke; No. 12 Maryland; No. 16
North Carolina State; No. 24 Virginia.
Feb. 8, 1999 — Big Ten: No. 5 Michigan

State; No. 13 Ohio State; No. 15 Wiscon-
sin; No. 17 Indiana; No. 19 Iowa; No. 21
Purdue; No. 22 Minnesota.
Feb. 1, 1999 — Big Ten: No. 8 Michigan

State; No. 11 Wisconsin; No. 14 Iowa; No.
15 Ohio State; No. 18 Purdue and Minne-
sota; No. 21 Indiana.
Jan. 25, 1999— Big Ten: No. 8 Michigan

State; No. 12 Wisconsin; No. 14 Purdue;
No. 15 Ohio State; No. 16 Iowa; No. 19 Min-
nesota; No. 20 Indiana.
Jan. 11, 1999 — Big Ten: No. 12 Iowa;

No. 13 Purdue; No. 14 Michigan State; No.
17 Wisconsin; No. 19 Minnesota; No. 21
Ohio State; No. 23 Indiana.
Dec. 8, 1997 — ACC: No. 1 Duke; No. 2

North Carolina; No. 16 Florida State; No.
17 Clemson; No. 19 Maryland; No. 24
Georgia Tech; No. 25 Wake Forest.
Dec. 1, 1997 — ACC: No. 1 Duke; No. 3

North Carolina; No. 17 Clemson; No. 19
Florida State; No. 22 Georgia Tech; No. 23
Maryland; No. 24 Wake Forest.
Jan. 11, 1993—Big Ten: No. 2 Michigan;

No. 6 Indiana; No. 13 Iowa; No. 17 Purdue;
No. 19 Minnesota; No. 21 Ohio State; No.
23 Michigan State.

BY HOPE YEN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A landmark
gender equity law should protect
people who report complaints of
discrimination, the Supreme
Court was told Tuesday as it
heard arguments in the case of an
Alabama coach fired when he pro-
tested the unequal treatment of
his girls’ high school basketball
team.

“This is vital to promoting the
purposes of the act,” said govern-
ment attorney Irving L. Gorn-
stein, referring to the Title IX law
best known for promoting wom-
en’s athletics.

The Bush administration is sup-
porting the position of the coach,
Roderick Jackson, who lost his
job in 2001 after repeatedly ask-
ing the Birmingham Board of Ed-
ucation to provide his team a regu-
lation-size gym with basketball
rims that weren’t bent — just like
the boys’ team had.

Jackson then sued to get his job
back permanently along with lost
wages under the Title IX law.

At issue is whether Congress in-
tended to allow lawsuits by those
who complain of gender bias —
even if they are not direct victims
— when it passed the 1972 law
barring discrimination in any edu-

cational program receiving feder-
al funds.

Justices appeared divided
along ideological lines, with Ruth
Bader Ginsburg and other liberal
members expressing concern
that barring suits like Jackson’s
would deter discrimination com-
plaints.

Justice Antonin Scalia and his
more conservative colleagues sug-
gested Congress never intended
that.

Kenneth L. Thomas, a lawyer
representing the Birmingham
school board, argued that the
word ‘retaliation’ is never men-
tioned in the statue. To allow
whistleblowers, regardless of

their sex, to sue would open
school districts to a wave of law-
suits that lawmakers never in-
tended.

“Don’t we have to consider con-
gressional intent?” he asked.

Marcia Greenberger, Jackson’s
attorney, said on ABC’s “Good
Morning America” that he was
trying to protect the rights of the
girls to equal treatment with boys
and should not have been pun-
ished for speaking out.

“What’s at stake in this case —
which affects everyone around
the country in the area of athlet-
ics and in every type of education-
al arena — is, can somebody try
to enforce Title IX by simply

speaking out and bringing to the
attention of school officials viola-
tions of the law without being pun-
ished?” she said.

The lower courts in the case
ruled against Jackson, noting that
Title IX is silent on the matter.
But other federal courts have
reached an opposite conclusion in
similar cases, reasoning that
coaches and teachers are better
positioned to report discrimina-
tion than students.

Jackson’s case has drawn wide
interest, with support from a coali-
tion of 180 civil rights groups in-
cluding the NAACP, the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and the
American Federation of Teach-
ers.

Coach’s Title IX case goes before U.S. Supreme Court

No. 2 Kansas doesn’t fall
into same trap vs. Nevada

ACC ties record with
seven Top 25 teams

AP

Kansas forward Wayne Simien (23) looks for the basket after getting

past Nevada forward Kevinn Pinkney (21) during the first half at Allen

Fieldhouse in Lawrence, Kan., on Monday. Kansas won 85-52.
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BY TIM KORTE

The Associated Press

KIRKLAND, Wash. — One day after his worst de-
feat in six seasons with the Seattle Seahawks, Mike
Holmgren linked this year’s team to the Super Bowl
champion San Francisco 49ers of 1989.

No, the veteran coach hasn’t lost his mind.
Holmgren acknowledged there was no facet of

last weekend’s 38-9 loss to Buffalo where the Sea-
hawks (6-5) played well. Offense, defense and spe-
cial teams — “We played a horrible game in every
area,” he said Monday.

Ever resilient, Holmgren tried to bounce back.
He told his players about another squad that

opened the season with high expectations and found
itself in similar circumstances, when he was quarter-
backs coach in San Francisco in 1988.

“Actually the expectations were even higher,”
Holmgren recalled.

The 49ers had just lost 9-3 to Oakland in Week 12
of 1988, dropping to 6-5. They opened 5-2, but lost
three of the next four games. They regrouped and
won four straight down the stretch, reaching the
playoffs at 10-6.

Most know the rest of the story.
Jerry Rice had a remarkable playoff run that in-

cluded three touchdown catches in a playoff win
over Minnesota, two more TDs in the NFC Champi-
onship against Chicago and an MVP performance in
the Super Bowl.

There, Joe Montana’s late 10-yard TD pass to
John Taylor sealed San Francisco’s 20-16 victory
over Cincinnati.

“Being in a situation like that was unusual for the
Niners,” said Rice, who now plays for Seattle. “We
found ourselves 6-5 and we said, ‘Hey, the coaches
can curse, they can do whatever they want to do,
they can work us harder, but it’s up to the players to
get the job done.’

“We committed to each other. We had five games
to go and we did it. We went to the Super Bowl and
won it.”

Holmgren clearly stirred his team with his re-
marks.

The Seahawks on Monday hardly seemed as if
they were handled by an opponent that had been
winless on the road. There were smiles at practice,
and players bounded from the practice facility to
the locker room.

“We’ve had a really good day today,” quarterback
Matt Hasselbeck said. “I’ve got to say I’m very, very
impressed with how Coach Holmgren handled it.
He gave a talk to the team that was — I would call it
inspirational.

“That was probably the best talk I’ve ever heard
him give.”

The Seahawks get an extra day to prepare for a
Monday night game against Dallas (4-7).

“I love Monday Night Football,” Rice said. “It’s an
opportunity for this team to show the world we
haven’t played our best football.”

Holmgren doesn’t plan to give his team an extra
day off because Seattle has so many issues to ad-
dress. The coach even declined to specify which is
the most glaring problem when asked if he could
change one thing.

“We just have to play better,” he said. “We are our
own worst enemy. We have prevented ourselves
from taking the next step.”

He listed five mistakes on special teams, saying
one alone is “a big deal.” He cited Buffalo’s 60-per-
cent conversion rate on third downs, Hasselbeck’s
inability to move the ball and Seattle’s five dropped
passes.

“I don’t expect us to play like we played yester-
day,” Holmgren said. “We had a good week of prac-
tices. We’re coaching the same way. We’re empha-
sizing the things we think we need to emphasize, but
it’s not carrying over to the field.”

Depending on how things go, the Seahawks re-
main in position to win the NFC West. Despite pre-
season projections that Seattle was a potential Super
Bowl participant, the team goal was to win the divi-
sion.

“We’re running out of time,” Holmgren said. “It’s
down to a five-game season.”

Portis’ full share of carries has gotten lost in mix

BY BERNIE WILSON

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — It’s been a long
time since the San Diego Charg-
ers played as big a game as they’ll
have Sunday, when they host the
Denver Broncos.

It got even bigger when the
Oakland Raiders upset Denver in
the snow on Sunday night, giving
the surprising Chargers the AFC
West lead.

The Chargers returned from
their 34-31 win at Kansas City in
time to watch on TV as Oakland’s
Langston Walker blocked Jason
Elam’s 43-yard field-goal attempt
to preserve a 25-24 win over the
Broncos.

So instead of San Diego and
Denver being tied at 8-3, the
high-scoring Chargers have a
one-game lead as they jockey for
a rare playoff appearance.

The Chargers gave only slight
praise to the division rival Raid-
ers.

“Obviously that helps us out,”
quarterback Drew Brees said
Monday. “It makes this game this
week even bigger. Thanks to
them for that, but obviously we
have our work cut out for us this
week.”

Brees said he wasn’t exactly
cheering for Oakland.

“Nah, I mean, it’s hard to root
for the Raiders. You see the thing
get blocked and you just kind of
realize where that puts us now. I
think we all realize the implica-
tions of the AFC West and play-
offs and that sort of thing.”

Since losing 23-13 at Denver on
Sept. 26, San Diego has won
seven of eight games, including
five straight.

Brees has been the biggest rea-
son for the turnaround from last
season’s 12-loss fiasco, throwing
21 touchdown passes and just
three interceptions, compared to
15 interceptions and 11 TDs a
year earlier. Brees threw for a ca-

reer-high 378 yards on Sunday
and had two TD passes to tight
end Antonio Gates.

Gates, a former basketball star
at Kent State, has caught 11 TD
passes, one short of the NFL
record for tight ends, which is
shared by four players, including
Mike Ditka.

The Chargers haven’t been to
the playoffs since 1995, the year
after their only Super Bowl ap-
pearance. They finished 9-7 to
earn a wild-card berth, then were
embarrassed at home by the Indi-
anapolis Colts.

Their best record since then
has been 8-8, accomplished three
times. One of those years was
1999, when they finished one win
short of the division title.

Otherwise, the Chargers’
eight-year playoff drought has
been littered with records such as
the 1-15 debacle in 2000 and last
season’s NFL-worst 4-12.

In 2002, they were 8-4 after
beating Denver at home but were
already in a slide that would drop
them to 8-8 in coach Marty Schot-
tenheimer’s first season.

Brees has no problem talking
about the playoffs now as op-
posed to two years ago, because
he said there’s a different attitude
in the locker room.

“I know what happened two
years ago,” he said. “We were sit-
ting here at 8-4 thinking, ’Well, if
we just win half of our next four
games, we’re in the playoffs,’ And
we lose four straight. I don’t think
that was the attitude to have.

“As far as playoffs, that for us,
in our minds, is a given,” Brees
said. “It’s what we set out to do all
along. Really, our goals go above
and beyond just the playoffs.”

The Chargers are certainly in
unfamiliar territory.

“It’s been a while,” Brees said.
“I don’t know how long it’s been
since we were making a legiti-
mate playoff run. We feel good
about it.”

BY JOSEPH WHITE

The Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — The score is 946 to
945, and Clinton Portis is losing.

The Washington Redskins running back,
conspicuous by his absence in another fee-
ble effort by the offense, has fallen one
yard behind the Denver Broncos’ latest
running-back-from-nowhere in the unoffi-
cial race to shake down the teams’ block-
buster offseason trade.

Out in the Rockies, Reuben Droughns —
who? — has come on strong in the tradition
of Terrell Davis, Olandis Gary, Mike
Anderson and Portis as the Broncos chal-
lenge for a playoff berth.

Back east, Portis is getting marginalized
in a struggling offense for a team going no-
where.

Portis had just six carries for 17 yards
when the Redskins (3-8), the lowest-scor-
ing team in the NFL, lost 16-7 to Pittsburgh
on Sunday. He was on the bench for long
chunks of time, including the entire
13-play drive that resulted in Washington’s
only touchdown. Backup Ladell Betts

gained 34 yards on eight carries, including
a 26-yard scamper that marked the team’s
longest run from scrimmage since opening
day.

“Certainly we’d love to have Clinton get
his full share of carries,” coach Joe Gibbs
said Monday. “But the last two weeks
we’ve been against very good defenses.
Looking back on it: would you like to run
the ball more? Yeah. Did we think we could
run the ball down the field against Pitts-
burgh? No. We certainly want a mix in
there, but it’s my responsibility to get us
more runs in there.”

This is hardly what the Redskins envi-
sioned when they traded four-time Pro
Bowl cornerback Champ Bailey and a sec-
ond-round draft pick for Portis, who
rushed for 1,500 yards his first two NFL
seasons.

Portis signed an eight-year, $50.5 million
contract and set out to prove that he was a
top back in his own right and not just anoth-
er fortunate product of a Broncos system
that runs well-designed plays for inter-
changeable backs behind a well-heeled of-
fensive line.

It is difficult to pinpoint where the blame
lies. Gibbs relied heavily on Portis through
the first half of the season, giving him a
workload that was on pace to shatter team
records in carries and yards. The Redskins
are 3-0 when Portis rushes for 100 yards,
0-8 when he doesn’t.

But Gibbs’ focus on Portis, and the run-
ning game in general, has ebbed surprising-
ly in the past three games. Portis had just
17 carries against both Cincinnati and Phil-
adelphia. On the season, he has 244 carries
for 945 yards and a 3.9 average, while
Droughns has surged to 202 carries for 946
yards and a 4.7 average.

The Redskins have an NFL-low two rush-
ing touchdowns and none in the past seven
games. They are on pace to rush for nearly
the same number of yards (1,654) as last
season’s 5-11 team under pass-happy
coach Steve Spurrier (1,653).

“Clinton, he’s got to run the ball,” receiv-
er Rod Gardner said. “We’ve got to have
him touch the ball. He’s got to put up 100
yards a game. When we can’t run the ball,
everybody knows what we’re going to do.”

Portis also is a victim of the Redskins’
anemic passing game.

With no consistent downfield threat, de-
fenses have stalked the line of scrimmage
and plugged the holes immediately.

No back could play well in those condi-
tions. Betts notably failed to get into the
end zone Sunday in two tries from the
1-yard line.

“We’re struggling in the running game
no matter which back is back there,” left
tackle Chris Samuels said. “Any time you
can’t complete passes downfield, they’re
going to stack the box with safeties and
extra players. We can account for every-
body up front and block those guys, but
there’s always going to be one or two extra
guys.”

Portis caught some flak from the coach-
ing staff early in the season for implying
that Gibbs’ offense was too predictable, but
he said all the right things when asked
about his spotty playing time Sunday. He
said it was hard standing on the sidelines,
but that he was more upset with losing
than not playing.

“I’m not in Denver anymore,” Portis
said. “I’m in Washington, I have to find a
way to be a key player in this system, the
same way I was there.”

Meaningful game
new for Chargers

AP

Seahawks quarterback Matt Hasselbeck rubs his
face as he sits on the bench in the final minutes of
Seattle’s loss to the Bills on Sunday.

Seahawks get
inspiration
from ’89 49ers
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BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

BEREA, Ohio — Cleveland Browns
coach Butch Davis resigned under pres-
sure Tuesday, leaving a last-place team
with five games left in a sinking season
filled with close losses and costly injuries.

The Browns dropped their fifth straight
game on Sunday, 58-48 at Cincinnati. The
team went 24-36 and made the playoffs
just once in Davis’ four seasons as head
coach.

Davis left with three years remaining on
a contract worth about $12 million. It
wasn’t immediately clear if he agreed to a
buyout.

Browns President John Collins was to
speak at an afternoon news conference,
team spokeswoman Lisa Levine said.

Offensive coordinator Terry Robiskie or
defensive coordinator Dave Campo was ex-
pected to take over as interim coach for the
Browns, who host the Super Bowl champi-
on New England Patriots on Sunday.

Campo coached the Dallas Cowboys for
three seasons before being fired after the
2002 season. Robiskie was Washington’s in-
terim coach for three games in 2000.

Pressure had been mounting on Davis
for weeks as the Browns’ season crumbled
with a score of injuries to key players and a
handful of agonizing losses. Things got so

difficult for Davis and his family last week
that he sent his wife and son to Florida to
avoid all the attention.

The Browns, who are 3-8 this year and
just 8-19 since the end of the 2002 season,
have 13 players on injured reserve, includ-
ing six starters. They continually came up
short in tight games during Davis’ tenure,
and this season was no different: The team
lost three games by a total of 13 points.

In a statement, Davis said “intense pres-
sure and scrutiny” made the move neces-
sary.

“I accept responsibility for the mistakes
that we have made,” Davis said, “but it was
my and my staff’s intention to do every-
thing we could to lay the foundation and
build a team that could win a Super Bowl. I
hope that some of my decisions we have
made will be a part of a brighter future for
the Browns organization.

“My future is clear for the moment. I
have no immediate plans to stay in coach-
ing.”

Amid speculation last week that Davis
was about to be fired, Collins said the
coach would remain in place for the rest of
the season — unless he resigned.

Davis, who helped restore the Universi-
ty of Miami’s program before joining the
Browns in 2001, could be a candidate for
the job opening at Florida.

In January, Browns owner Randy Lern-

er gave the 53-year-old Davis a two-year
contract extension through 2007 and the
added title of executive vice president, de-
spite the club’s 5-11 record in 2003.

Lerner felt pressured to keep Davis,
thinking the coach was being courted by
several college programs.

Davis took the Browns to the playoffs in
2002, their only postseason appearance
since returning to the NFL in 1999. But the
team endured more than its share of
hard-luck losses; sustained an array of cost-
ly injuries; underwent a roster-cleaning sal-
ary-cap purge in 2003 and a yearlong quar-
terback controversy last season; and
mourned the death of owner Al Lerner.

Davis was on Cleveland’s sideline when
Browns fans rioted by throwing thousands
of bottles on the field in 2001 and when line-
backer Dwayne Rudd threw his helmet in
the 2002 opener, costing the Browns a vic-
tory.

On Monday, Davis recounted some of
those moments.

“In four years,” he said, “I have seen
some of the most bizarre things.”

When he joined the Browns in 2001,
Davis promised to lead Cleveland to the
Super Bowl. But after a tenure marked by
some poor drafting, he leaves far short of
that goal, and the team doesn’t seem any
closer to a title than when Davis arrived.

Davis had total control of all football deci-
sions with Cleveland. His power inside the
organization grew when Dwight Clark, the
team’s director of football operations, re-
signed in 2002.

Some felt Davis pushed Clark out the
door. After Cleveland’s disappointing 2003
season, Lerner hired former Green Bay
general manager Ron Wolf to assist Davis
in assessing the team’s roster and prepar-
ing for drafts. But Wolf, who rebuilt the
Packers into Super Bowl champions, quit
after just a few months.

Lerner intends to hire a general manag-
er this winter to work with Cleveland’s
new coach.

My future is clear for

the moment. I have no

immediate plans to

stay in coaching.

Butch Davis

Jets’ Pennington says he’s ready to play this week
The Associated Press

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Chad Penning-
ton sounds optimistic about his chances of
returning to the New York Jets this week-
end.

Pennington, who has missed the past
three weeks with a strained right rotator
cuff, is questionable for the game Sunday
against Houston. He will share snaps with
Quincy Carter during practice this week
before determining whether he can play.

“I always said I’m going to come back
when I feel I can help my team and not
hurt my team,” Pennington said Monday.
“I feel that way. I feel like I can play well.”

Whether coach Herman Edwards agrees
could be the deciding factor. Pennington
started throwing last week for the first
time since getting hurt Nov. 7 at Buffalo at
the end of a scramble.

Before a 13-3 win over Arizona on Sun-
day, he threw 50 passes with full velocity,
ranging from short ones to 40-45 yarders.

There has been no swelling in his shoul-
der and no setbacks, and Pennington does
not know whether sitting out an additional
week will be beneficial to what he is able to
do.

“Does a week really make a difference?”
Pennington said. “That’s the question.
Functional-wise and my shoulder, and the
type of movement that it has to make, I
don’t think a week makes a difference. Ob-
viously a week makes a difference if you
don’t get hit, but that’s not where we are
right now. This is football, and you do play
hurt.”

Cardinals to start rookie QB Navarre

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona Cardinals
are turning to yet another quarterback,
this time rookie John Navarre.

The seventh-round
draft pick from Michi-
gan, who never has
taken a snap in an NFL
regular-season game,
will make his debut Sun-

day when the Cardinals visit Detroit.
Coach Dennis Green announced the

move Monday, benching Shaun King after
two starts and going with Navarre over
Josh McCown, who had the job for the first
nine games.

“Isn’t that the American dream?” Green
said. “Isn’t the American dream all about
opportunity? If one guy hasn’t worked out
and another guy hasn’t worked out, why
shouldn’t the other guy get a chance? And
I’ve got a lot of confidence in him. I think
he’ll do fine.”

Green said McCown would be the back-
up, with King demoted to third string after
the Cardinals (4-7) scored just 13 points in
his two starts.

“Quick hook? Yeah,” Green said. “Tough
business, and you don’t have to apologize
for it being a tough business.”

Browns lose Andra Davis for season

BEREA, Ohio — Linebacker Andra
Davis will miss the remainder of the sea-
son after tearing a ligament in his left knee
against the Bengals.

The Browns will place Davis on the in-
jured reserve list, making him the 13th
player on it during a season of costly inju-
ries for Cleveland (3-8), which has lost five
straight games.

Davis tore the medial collateral ligament
in his left knee in the third quarter when
Bengals tight end Tony Stewart rolled up
on his leg. The injury is to the same knee
that Davis had repaired when he played at
Florida.

Smith to carry Vikings’ load

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Onterrio
Smith, not former Pro Bowler Michael Ben-
nett, will be Minnesota’s starting running
back for now.

“We’ll try to define a role for Mike,”
coach Mike Tice said, “but I think right
now we’ll try to ride Onterrio and see how
he progresses down the stretch.”

Smith, in his second year out of Oregon,
racked up 421 combined yards in the Vi-
kings’ first three games before serving a
four-game suspension for violating the
NFL’s substance-abuse rules. He had a sea-
son-high 20 carries for 72 yards in Sun-
day’s 27-16 win over Jacksonville.

Bennett, a starter in four of the Vikings’
previous five games, was in for a handful
of plays Sunday and didn’t carry the ball.
He has gained just 89 yards on 27 carries
since returning from a sprained knee Oct.
24.

After an ankle sprain, rookie Mewelde
Moore also could be back in uniform this
week at Chicago, though he likely would be
limited to kick returns.

Henry might not have broken leg

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — Travis
Henry might not have broken a bone in his
right leg, as first feared, according to coach
Mike Mularkey. The team is conducting
further tests on the running back and
should have a more definitive diagnosis
when the Bills (5-6) return to practice
Wednesday.

Henry, the backup to Willis McGahee,
was hurt four plays into the team’s opening
drive in a 38-9 win at Seattle on Sunday.

Linebacker Isaiah Kacyvenski tackled
Henry and rolled up on his leg following a
5-yard reception.

Clutching the back of his leg, Henry lay
on the field for several minutes before
needing help to limp to the sideline, where
he was carted to the locker room.

It was the same leg Henry hurt in Week
11 last season, a hairline break to a bone
just above his ankle. Henry did not miss a
game because of that injury, and went on
to his second consecutive 1,300-yard rush-
ing season.

More tests for Bengals RB Perry

CINCINNATI — Running back Chris
Perry will get more medical tests this week
for abdominal pain. Perry, the 26th overall
pick out of Michigan, has appeared in only
two games and carried the ball twice for 1
yard. He also has three catches for 35
yards.

“Chris had a good workout yesterday be-
fore the game and felt good,” Lewis said
Monday. “We’re going to do some other
scans and tests on him over the next two
days just to see if there’s anything else that
we can find that’s hindering him. He still
has some discomfort at times.”

The Bengals (5-6) were hoping to use
Perry as a complement to Rudi Johnson,
who topped 1,000 yards for the season on
Sunday.

Instead, Perry hasn’t been able to make
it onto the field.

He strained a hamstring in the final pre-
season game and didn’t appear in the first
three games. He made his debut in Pitts-
burgh on Oct. 3, catching two passes for 24
yards. A week later in Cleveland, he
caught one pass for 9 yards and carried
twice for 1 yard.

During practice the next week, Perry ag-
gravated sore abdominal muscles during
practice. He hasn’t played since then.

Davis resigns from last-place Browns

AP

Butch Davis restored the University of

Miami’s winning tradition, but his tenure in

Cleveland was marked by hard-luck losses.

Four-year tenure marked by
nagging injuries, close losses
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American Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 10 1 0 .909 288 174
N.Y. Jets 8 3 0 .727 225 168
Buffalo 5 6 0 .455 218 192
Miami 2 9 0 .182 164 227

South
Indianapolis 8 3 0 .727 380 239
Jacksonville 6 5 0 .545 182 208
Houston 5 6 0 .455 229 260
Tennessee 4 7 0 .364 207 243

North
Pittsburgh 10 1 0 .909 256 168
Baltimore 7 4 0 .636 207 164
Cincinnati 5 6 0 .455 241 246
Cleveland 3 8 0 .273 225 266

West
San Diego 8 3 0 .727 319 221
Denver 7 4 0 .636 257 192
Oakland 4 7 0 .364 207 294
Kansas City 3 8 0 .273 307 299

National Conference
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
x-Philadelphia 10 1 0 .909 293 164
N.Y. Giants 5 6 0 .455 202 199
Dallas 4 7 0 .364 193 289
Washington 3 8 0 .273 138 194

South
Atlanta 9 2 0 .818 232 215
Carolina 4 7 0 .364 217 236
New Orleans 4 7 0 .364 232 312
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 206 203

North
Green Bay 7 4 0 .636 301 247
Minnesota 7 4 0 .636 291 262
Chicago 4 7 0 .364 172 221
Detroit 4 7 0 .364 192 257

West
Seattle 6 5 0 .545 239 223
St. Louis 5 6 0 .455 237 299
Arizona 4 7 0 .364 180 227
San Francisco 1 10 0 .091 192 320
x-clinched division

Thursday’s games
Indianapolis 41, Detroit 9
Dallas 21, Chicago 7

Sunday’s games
Houston 31, Tennessee 21
Pittsburgh 16, Washington 7
Philadelphia 27, N.Y. Giants 6
Cincinnati 58, Cleveland 48
San Diego 34, Kansas City 31
Carolina 21, Tampa Bay 14
Minnesota 27, Jacksonville 16
Atlanta 24, New Orleans 21
Buffalo 38, Seattle 9
N.Y. Jets 13, Arizona 3
Miami 24, San Francisco 17
New England 24, Baltimore 3
Oakland 25, Denver 24

Monday’s game
Green Bay 45, St. Louis 17

Sunday, Dec. 5
Arizona at Detroit
Buffalo at Miami
Houston at N.Y. Jets
Minnesota at Chicago
Tennessee at Indianapolis
Cincinnati at Baltimore
San Francisco at St. Louis
Atlanta at Tampa Bay
Carolina at New Orleans
New England at Cleveland
Denver at San Diego
Kansas City at Oakland
N.Y. Giants at Washington
Green Bay at Philadelphia
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville

Monday, Dec. 6
Dallas at Seattle

Monday
Packers 45, Rams 17

St. Louis 0 10 0 7—17
Green Bay 7 14 7 17—45

First Quarter
GB—Carroll 40 fumble return (Longwell

kick), 12:23.
Second Quarter

StL—FG Wilkins 34, 12:47.
GB—Franks 7 pass from Favre (Longwell

kick), 7:25.
GB—Walker 10 pass from Favre (Longwell

kick), 2:50.
StL—Bruce 4 pass from Bulger (Wilkins

kick), :30.
Third Quarter

GB—Driver 16 pass from Favre (Longwell
kick), 1:44.

Fourth Quarter
StL—M.Faulk 8 pass from Bulger (Wilkins

kick), 14:19.
GB—FG Longwell 27, 8:29.
GB—Davenport 40 run (Longwell kick),

1:52.
GB—Hawthorne 33 fumble return (Long-

well kick), :46.
A—70,385.
 StL GB

First downs 25 22
Total Net Yards 452 446
Rushes-yards 17-47 28-231
Passing 405 215
Punt Returns 1-4 0-0
Kickoff Returns 8-149 4-72
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int 35-53-1 18-27-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 4-43 0-0
Punts 2-30.0 3-40.3
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 1-0
Penalties-Yards 7-50 7-55
Time of Possession 33:20 26:40

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—St. Louis, S.Jackson 8-40,

M.Faulk 7-7, Bulger 1-5, Wilkins 1-(minus 5).
Green Bay, Davenport 19-178, To.Fisher 6-42,
Chatman 1-6, Favre 2-5.

Passing—St. Louis, Bulger 35-53-1-448.
Green Bay, Favre 18-27-0-215.

Receiving—St. Louis, Bruce 9-170, Mc-
Donald 6-79, Curtis 6-67, Holt 5-51, M.Faulk
5-14, S.Jackson 2-35, Manumaleuna 1-25,
Cleeland 1-7. Green Bay, Driver 6-85, Fergu-
son 4-53, Franks 2-36, Walker 2-15, Hender-
son 2-7, To.Fisher 1-11, Davenport 1-8.

Missed field goal—St. Louis, Wilkins 42
(WL).

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Brett Favre’s
fired-up teammates helped make his latest
milestone a memorable one.

Favre celebrated his 200th straight regu-
lar-season start with three touchdown passes
and yet another record in the Green Bay Pack-
ers’ 45-17 rout of the St. Louis Rams on Mon-
day night.

“I’m humbled by it,” Favre said. “It is an
honor to put on an NFL uniform. Just to suit
up once is a dream and everything I’ve done
after that is a bonus. I’m living a dream every
day.”

Backup tailback Najeh Davenport rushed
for 178 yards and rookie cornerback Ahmad
Carroll, the Packers’ top draft pick, had his
first career fumble recovery, touchdown and
interception as the Packers (7-4) won their
sixth straight.

“When you get drafted by Green Bay, the
first thing you think of is playing with Brett
Favre,” Carroll said. “When I go home, the
first question people ask me is, ‘How does it
feel playing with Brett Favre? What did he say
in practice? How is he?’

“He is not like other people in the NFL.”
That’s for sure.
Favre’s record streak of starts moved to

219, counting playoffs, and is almost 100 more
than Ron Jaworski’s previous NFL quarter-
back mark of 123.

Favre took over for an injured Don Majkows-
ki on Sept. 27, 1992. Since then, 11 of his back-
ups have gone on to start for another team.
Last week, Eli Manning became the 178th
quarterback to have started a game in the NFL
since Favre last came off the bench. The Rams
have had 13 quarterbacks in that span.

Favre didn’t like the hoopla surrounding his
200th regular-season start.

“It was a lot of pressure to perform,” he
said. “I didn’t need all the added attention.
[But] I treated this no different than any other
game.”

Davenport said after the fifth-highest sin-
gle-game rushing total in franchise history
that he was just glad to be a part of Favre’s
memorable night.

“Brett Favre is unbelievable. It’s a great
honor to play with him,” Davenport said.

Favre topped 20 touchdown passes for the
11th straight season, breaking a tie with Dan
Marino on a 7-yard toss to tight end Bubba
Franks in the second quarter that made it
14-3. He also threw touchdown passes to
Javon Walker and Donald Driver.

Ahman Green was out with injured ribs.
But Davenport came up with a strong imita-
tion, gaining 178 yards on 19 carries in his
first NFL start even though he had two sore
hamstrings and injured his ribs, too, on his
third carry.

Marc Bulger threw for more yards — 448 —
against Green Bay than any quarterback ever,
completing 35 of 53 passes, but he was over-
shadowed by Favre and St. Louis (5-6) missed
a chance to tie Seattle atop the NFC West.

“Any time you play against Brett Favre,
you’re not going to get the spotlight,” Bulger
said. “It was his night.”

Isaac Bruce caught nine passes for 170

yards and a touchdown but his two fumbles
were returned for touchdowns, one by Carroll
to start the scoring and one by Michael Haw-
thorne to cap the rout in the final minute.

Bruce’s 4-yard TD catch just before half-
time brought St. Louis to 21-10, and in the
third quarter Martz made a questionable call
— a fake field goal when a 42-yarder by Jeff
Wilkins would have made it a one-possession
game. Wilkins was stuffed 12 yards shy of the
first down on fourth and 7.

Not only did the Rams get nothing out of a
nearly eight-minute drive, but the Packers
went 71 yards in four plays, capped by Driv-
er’s touchdown that gave Green Bay a 28-10
lead.

NFL scoreboard

McNair hints he’s thinking about retiring

Favre, Pack have a lot to celebrate

BY TERESA M. WALKER

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — To be
clear, Steve McNair never used
the word retirement.

But the co-MVP in 2003 sent a
clear message that he’s hurting,
and this time the physical pain
mixed with a losing season has
the Tennessee quarterback think-
ing about quitting.

“I feel like at this point in time
you have to take a hard look at it,”
McNair said after a 31-21 loss to
the Houston Texans on Sunday
that ended the Titans’ playoff
hopes and put them in the AFC
South cellar.

“Back in the days, I used to
play and play well when I was
hurt, but at the same time it has
taken a toll. I just have to look at it
and evaluate myself, but I’m
going to continue to work hard
this season and do the best I can
do to try and win five ballgames.”

Coach Jeff Fisher didn’t hear of
McNair’s comments until the
team was on the way to the air-
port in Houston. He spoke with
his quarterback Sunday night and
again Monday and feels McNair,
who turns 32 on Feb. 14, was sim-
ply frustrated.

“I know how he feels. When
you go from where he was last
year to the situation that we are in
as a team, there’s frustration. And
then you add the physical issues
with him, I was not surprised
whatsoever. He does not like los-
ing football games,” Fisher said.

McNair, who was not available
Monday, has become known for
his ability to play through pain.
He has a full page in the Tennes-
see media guide that details his
24 injuries and six operations or
procedures before this season.

He went 5-0 in December 2002
despite not practicing once with
back spasms, turf toe and
strained ribs. Six weeks after

back surgery in 1999, he led the
Titans to their only Super Bowl
appearance.

This season hasn’t come any-
where close to what McNair want-
ed as an MVP follow-up.

While co-MVP Peyton Man-
ning of Indianapolis, whom the Ti-
tans (4-7) play Sunday, is on a
record-setting pace, McNair has
thrown two more interceptions
(nine) through seven games than
he did all last season. A bruised
sternum kept him out of two
games and parts of two others,
and his passer rating of 73.1 puts
him behind 23 NFL quarterbacks.

McNair opened Sunday’s game
looking like the quarterback who
led the NFL in passer rating in
2003. He hit his first seven passes
and threw three touchdown pass-
es in the first half. In the second
half, he lost two fumbles and was
intercepted once, and he publicly
blamed himself after the loss.

“You get to wondering if things
continue to be that way, you have

to take a long look at it after the
season to see what you’re going to
do,” McNair said.

Asked if that meant not return-
ing in 2005, McNair said he is just
evaluating. Does that mean he
will consider quitting?

“That’s up to me,” he said. “Like
I said, I’ll evaluate myself at the
end of the season, and we’ll see.”

The comments didn’t surprise
Colts coach Tony Dungy, who
said he got the impression from
McNair at last February’s Pro
Bowl that the quarterback wasn’t
the type of guy to play forever.

“He’s been to the Super Bowl,
he went to the Pro Bowl last year,
he’s finally been the MVP of the
league, and I’m sure he wants to
get to another Super Bowl. But I
didn’t get the sense that he was
looking to play 10 years down the
road. I think he had some things
in mind,” Dungy said.

The quarterback is under con-
tract through 2009 and due a $50
million option bonus after the
2005 season.

AP

Packers running back Najeh Davenport leaves Rams safety Rich Coady behind on a 40-yard

touchdown run in the fourth quarter. Davenport rushed for 179 yards in place of Ahman Green.
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BY TOM COYNE

The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Coach Tyrone
Willingham was fired by Notre Dame on
Tuesday after three seasons in which he
failed to return one of the nation’s most sto-
ried football programs to prominence.

Willingham went 21-15, including 6-5
this season. The Fighting Irish lost 41-10 to
No. 1 Southern California on Saturday.

It was not immediately clear whether
Willingham would coach the team at the In-
sight Bowl on Dec. 28. Notre Dame accept-
ed the invitation to the game on Sunday.

Athletic director Kevin White scheduled
a news conference for later Tuesday.

Willingham’s firing comes after a season
in which the Irish pulled off upset victories
over Michigan and Tennessee but also
were beaten badly by USC and Purdue. Stu-
dent groups were planning a protest on
campus Tuesday evening to call for Will-
ingham’s firing; he faced criticism from
fans much of the season.

Notre Dame’s loss to USC on Saturday
marked the fifth time the Irish lost by 31
points or more under Willingham — includ-
ing three against the rival Trojans. By com-
parison, former coach Bob Davie’s team
had just one such loss; Lou Holtz and Dan
Devine had none.

Notre Dame hired Willingham, the first
black head coach in any sport for the Irish,
from Stanford to replace George O’Leary.
The former Georgia Tech coach resigned
five days after taking the job because he
lied about his academic and athletic
achievements on his resume.

With Tony Samuel fired by New Mexico
State and Fitz Hill resigning from San Jose
State last week, there are now only two
black head coaches in Division I-A: Karl
Dorrell at UCLA and Sylvester Croom at
Mississippi State.

In his first season, Willingham had many
fans recalling Notre Dame’s glory days, tak-
ing over a losing squad and turning things
around immediately. The Irish won eight

straight games to start the season before
finishing 10-3 and going to the Gator Bowl.

But during his second year, the Irish fell
to 5-7, with four of their losses coming by
26 points or more. It was Notre Dame’s
third losing record in five seasons, the
team’s worst stretch in 115 years of foot-
ball.

One coach certain to be mentioned as a
possible replacement for Willingham is
Utah’s Urban Meyer, an Irish assistant
from 1996-00.

The Utes are 11-0 and ranked No. 5.
Meyer said he hadn’t heard about Willing-
ham’s departure from Notre Dame until he
was asked about it by The Associated
Press on Tuesday.

Asked if he has had any contact with
Notre Dame or if he would be interested in
coaching the Fighting Irish, Meyer re-
sponded: “I won’t comment on it.”

Notre Dame has won eight AP college
football national championships, more
than any other school, with the last in the

1988 season under Holtz. Players from the
school have won the Heisman Trophy
seven times, also the most in college foot-
ball.

But the Irish haven’t won a bowl game
since ending the 1993 season ranked No. 2
after beating Texas A&M 24-21 in the Cot-
ton Bowl. Since then, the Irish have lost six
straight postseason games.

Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett

Favre runs on the field as he is

introduced before Monday night’s game

against the St. Louis Rams in Green

Bay, Wis. The game marked Favre’s

NFL-record 200th consecutive

regular-season start. See Page 35.
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